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P R E F A C E

The L99o National Fanily and Fert i l i ty Survey is the f irst of

its kind ever conducted in the country. This survey, among other

information; attempted to collect data on basic socio-economic

characteristics of the population in the sample households;

detailed data on fertility levels and determinants (socio-economic

characteristics of women L5-49, current and retrospective fertility

performance or birth history; marriagie history; health and

breastf,eeding practices; knowledge, attitude and practice

concerning farni ly planningt .. .  etc. ) ;  fert i l i ty preference;

womanrs work history; husband.rs background characterist ics; sexual

practices; etc .

The report is based on the data compiled from the analyses of

the womenrs questionnaire. The report consists of ten chapters:

Chapter I - briefly discusses the history of demographic data

collection in the country and presents the objectives of the

survey. It  also discusseS the sample design and procedures;

development, of data collection instruments and guality control

measures ad.opted, in data collection and data management.

Chapter If investigates the guality of the data collected

during the survey.

Chapter III -

the suri\rey women

school attendance,

Chapter IV

population and the

briefly treats the background characteristics of

such as d9€, narital status, Iiteracy status,

work status ethnic and' religious composition.

describes the nuptiality pattern of the

attitudes about idea,l altes at marriage.

Chapter V deals with the fertility levels, patterns and
1

differential and presents estimates of fertility levels.



I I

Chapter VI presents the levels and patterns of breast-

feeding, post partum ammenorrhea and abstinence-

Chapler VII - debls w.ith contraceptive knowledge and use' ever

and curreh-t u=" of contrqception, socio-economic differentials in

the use of contraceptir/es and intention to use contraception in

future"

Chapter VIII treates farni ly size preferences of women'

including number of chi ldren desired, addit ional number of chi ldren

and preference for the sex of chi ldren

Chapter IX
.  : .
invest igates the

deals with chi ld health care and survival and

Ievels and trends in infant and child mortal i ty '

Chapter X presents the summary of major findings and in

conclusins i t  brief ly points out the policy irnpl ications of the

f ind ings.

Appendix I treates the methodology for calculation of

sanpling errors and presents estimates of sarnpling errors for

se lected var iab les.

The 1990 National farnily and fertility survey was undertaken

with the assistance of many individuals and-organizations. The

survey would not have been successfutly completed without the help

of the 8 '757 women aged L5-4g who have furl1z cooperated in giving

responses to the numerous, difficult and at times too personal

questions. The excellent contributions of the headquartersr staff

and the regional office staff towards the success of the survey are

recognized and highly appreciated.. AIso, the sincere efforts of

the f ield staff (enumerators, f ield editors and supervisors) who

have discharged their responsibitities in collecting the data under

very diff icult situations are deeply appreciated'
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This report of the survey is rnainly prepared by the staff of

Population Analyses and Studies Center of Central Statist ical

Authority and their contributions are highly appreciated. Also,

the MethodoJ-ogy Department of Central Statistical Authority, in

addit ion to the preparation of rrsample design and proceduresrr part

of Chapter I and the sarnpling errors section presented in appendix

I of this report, was involved in designing and drawing the sarnple

for the survey. Their contributions are weII recognized.

The technical assistance provided by the National Hgusehold

Survey Capabil i ty Programme (NHSCP) of the United Nations

Statist ical Off ice and Population Branch of the United Nations

Departrnent of Technical Cooperation for Development (UNDTCD) are

grateful ly appreciated.

The survey was carried out with substantial financial

assistance from the United Nations Fund for Population Activit ies

(UNFPA). The assistance obtained from the UNFPA was very important

in undertaking the project and their contributions are highly

appreciated. The staff of the UNFPA off ice in Addis Ababa have

given unreserved support in facilitating the procurement of

equipment and supplies reguired for the project. As a matter of

fact, without the active cooperation of these individuals it would

have not been easy to carry out the survey on time and their

contributions are well recognized.

, -f inally, the staff of Central Statistical Authority in

and Population Analyses and Studj-es Center. in natrticular
heartfelt congratulations for successfully conducLing the

and preparing this report.

general

deserve

survey

Abdulahi  Hasen (Ph.D.)
Haed, Population Analyses

And Studies Center
And

Acting General Manager
Central Statistical Authority
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ORGANIZATION

CHAPTER I

OF THE 199O NATIONAL FAMILY

AND FERTILITY SURVEY

1 . 1 INTRODUCTION

1 . 1 . 1  H r s t o r v  o f  D e m o q r a p h t c  D a t a  C o l  l e c t t o n

Demographr  c  c la ta co I  lect ' l  on 1n Eth l  opt  a  began wr th  the

e s t a b l r s h m e n t  o f  C e n t , r a l  S t a t r s t t c a l  O f f t c e *  ( C S O )  r n  1 9 6 0 .  T h e

f r r s t  e v e i l r n v o l v e m e n t  o f  C S O  1 n  t h e  c o l l e c t t o n  o f  s o c l o -

c lemo-qraphic  oata were the populat ion anct  housrng census of  Actc l ls

Ababa  and  Asmara  c r t res  l n  1961  anc l  1963  respec t l ve l y .  These

censuses  were  conduc ted  by  respec t t ve  c i t y  au tho r l t l es  under  the

techn ' r ca l  gu rc lance  o f  cso .  I n  t hese  ope ra t l ons ,  bas l c  demographrc

c la ta  on  fe r t r  l 1 t y .  mor ta  I l t y  and  m lg ra t ron  have  been  co  I  l ec tec l

( M u n i c r p a l r t : i  o f  A c l c t r s  A b a b a ,  1 9 6 1  a n c l  C S O ,  1 9 7 1 :  5 4 1 .  F o l l o w t n g

these  two  ope ra t ' r ons ,  CSO launchec l  t he  f i r s t - rounc l  o f  mu l t i - pu rpose

Na t rona l  Samp le  Survey  l n  1964 .  The  ope ra t l ons  o f  t hese  su rveys

con t i  nuec t  on  l y  f o r  t -ou r  yea rs ,  i  .  o .  ,  1964 -  1967 .  These  su rveys

cove rec l  t he  se t t l ec l  ru ra l  popu  ta t l on  o t  a l  I  t he  reg lons  (excep t

E r i t r e a  a n d  B a t e )  a n o  1 9 s  u r b a n  c e n t e r s  t c s o ,  1 9 7 1 a : 1 ) .  T h e  s e c o n c t

round  o f  t he  Na t lona l  samp le  su rvey  was  conduc tec l  c l u r l ng  1969-197o

and  cove rec l  t he  se t t l ec l  ru ra l  popu la t ron  rn  a l l  t he  reg rons  ( .exc6p t

E r i t rea l  anc l  9 : l  ma . ro r  u rban  cen te rs  (CSO,  1974 :3 . ) .  Bo th  the  f r r s t ,

and . the seconct  rouncts  mu l t , i -purpose Nat ional  Samp le  Surveys

coverec l  varrous top ' rcs such as agr lcu l ture ( .crop anct  l tvestock

* Currently Central Statistical Authority.



p r o d u c t r o n ,  s i z e  o f  l a n c l h o l d i n g ,  l a n d  t e n u r e ,  u t i  l i z a t r o n

e t c ) ,  d e m o g r a p h y ,  i n c l e b t e c t n e s s , . . . e t c .

o f l
I

lanc l

I n  1976  CSO ca r r i ed  ou t  a  Manpower  anc l  Hous rng  Survey  l n

Adc t i s  Ababa .  S tm i  t a r  su rveys  were  conduc tec t  by  the  O f f  i ce  ( cSO)  i n

17  o the r  ma jo r  u rban  cen te rs  o f  t he  coun t r y  i n  1978 .  Fu r the r ,  t he

of t ice uncter toot< a c temograpla ic  survey ot  the capi ta l  c i tY,  Actc t is

Ababa i  n  1 978.  These surveys co I  l  ected bas ' ic  c lemograph. i  c  data

i n c t u o i n g  c l a t , a  o n  f e r t i  l i t y ,  m o r t a l i t y  a n o  m i g r a t i o n  ( . C S o ,  1 9 8 o  a n c t

c s o ,  1 9 7 9  ) .

A t  t he  beg inn ing  o f  t he  198O 's "  due  to  the  func lamen ta l

soc io-econom' ic  changes in  the country ,  there was a great  need for

s tat i  s t ica I  i  n f  ormat ' i  on for  the preparat i  on of  soc ' io-economl c

p  l ans ,  anc t  f  o r  mon t to r tng  anc l  eva lua t i on  o t  c teve  l opmen t  p rog rams ,

The ctemanct  for  c tata fur ther  increasect  wi tn  the launchrng of  t 'he

nat ional  soc io-economic c tevelopment  campaigns ancl  the preparat lon

of  the medium ancl  long term development  p lans for  the country .  To

mee t  t h i s  da ta  need ,  CSO tn  1980  conce ived  a  Na t iona l  I n teg ra tec l

Househo lct Survey Program to co I lect soc' io-economi c clata on a

con t i nuous  bas i s .  Unc le r  t h i s  p rog ram,  the  O f f  i ce  (CSO)  has  ca r r i ec l

ou t  su rveys  on  ag r i cu  l t u re ;  c lemography ;  manpower ;  hea l th ;

nu t r i t i on ;  househo lc t  i ncome,  consumpt ion  and  expenc t i t u re ;  p r i ces ;

and  commun i t y  l eve l  va r i ab les .  The  1981  c lemograph ic  su rvey  tha t  was

carr iec l  out  under  th is  program coverec l  the set t lec l  rura l  popu la t ion

o f  a l  I  t he  reg ions  (excep t  E r i t r ea  anc t  T ig ray ) .



In orcter to t 'urther fult i l , lr .!he,l,d€$anct tor ,sqdio, clernographic
' I  

, " : "  
' '  : t l

ctata parti 'cu|ar|y the latter, the government throUgh C€O macle the

necessary preparat ions to 'car iy out t f ie f i rst  gver Nat ionaI

Populat ion and Housing census. This uras carr iecl  out  ih t lgg+ wi, th

May 9th serving as the "census night. " 
'rh"'""n.us 

f iero iorr<, waC

completed, rr l  about tno w€eks, on the 25th of  May 1984. The

ana I ysi s of the resu,tts of the census. rr,as 
"n"r"n"ad 

',1'l l'. 6 
:

.  :  , : .  . , . .

pre I  imi  nary report  proclucecl  i  n 1984 (  CSO, 1gq4l  and'  var ious'
.  :  " . ,

r eg iona l  ana ly t i ca l .  r epo r t s ;  .  The  ana ly t i aa l ,  r epo - r i t  a t  na t i ona l

l eve l  was  p roc luced  i n  1991  " ( 'C€A,  ' 1991  )  anc l ' p resen ts ' t he ' s i ze  anc l

characterist ' ics of the popu lat ion, which include Bg€ aficl sex

dis t r ibut ion,  e thnic  anct  re I ig i ;ogg e l is t r : ibut i ,on ' r  ec lucat ion l , , .

c l isaoi  I  i ty ,  migrat ion,  :economic act iv i t ; r , ,  
' f -er t i . l i ty , ,  

,mor ta l i t i " '

housing character is t ics  and popu tat ion Br :o j ! " t ion. , . "
-  :  , . . .  

: : : : " ' -  
"  

:  : .  
i

After the 1984 census, the 
'oi ' i i 'ce'{csA,t 

:nas,.l-Ca,nried out a

number of  socio-economic surveys one of  which is th€ 1gg€ i l7 Rural
: .

Labour Force Survey. This survay wae earr iecl ,out .an,:quat?ter ty basis

for a per iod of  one year,  andi 'coversd' the r :ural : ,  populat ion of  a l  I
, . . , 1  .  :

regions, except for Erl trea lanb r igray. In this surVgv', , .pasic,,

populat ion data along witn,gata on gcono*ri ," .* iVit i ;  
"ccUpati6i ,

i r i d u s t r y ,  € l n P l o y m e n t , r - . . r  e t c - n " a " e o i t e c t € c l . l . r , , , , r .  

' : ' ' ' - : ' : " '  

" '  

,
, .  :  i  .  r , r  . , , . - - J f - , . , . : ; , 1 . , _ . . . , , . : ,  1 , . - . 1 , . , : . , . , _ 1 , , , , ,

The censuses anct the demographic surveys conductecl so far

revealecl that as in most of ths other developing countriesl
. .  ' .  ,

f e r t i t i t y  a n d  m o r t a l i t y  l e v e l s  i n  E t h i o O i a . a r e  f r i g h :  T h e  t o t a l

tert i  l i ty rate was eatimatecl to be ?.5 chi lclren p€rF ngr||?.I,  the



c rude  dea th  ra te  was  abou t  18 .OO pe r  1OOO popu la t l on ,  and  the  ra te

of  growth of  the popu la t ion was founcl  to  be arouncl  3 .O percent  per

annum.  In  Ju  l y  1990 ,  t he  popu  la t i on  o f  E th ' i op i  a  was  es t ima tec l  t o

h a v e  r e a c h e d  5 1 . o  m i l l i o n ,  a n c t  i f  i t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  i n c r e a s e  a t ,  t h e

obse rvec l  ra te  o f  g rowth ,  i t  i s  expec tec t  t o  reach  abou t  67 .8  m i t t i on

by the turn of  the cent ,ury .  The est imatec l  ra te of  growth poses a

s e r i o u s  c h a l  l e n g e  t o  t h e  n a t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  o f

hea l th ,  ec luca t i ona l  se rv i ces ,  emp. loymen t ,  anc l  enV ' i ronmen ta l

c leg rac ta t i on ,  bo th ' i n  mec t i um anc t  l ong  te rm pe rspec t i ves .  Thus '  t he

annual  ra te of  populat ' ion growth must  be moderatec l  by reducing the

p reva i  l i ng  h ' i gh  fe r t i  l ' i t y .  The  gove rnmen t  has  rea l i zec l  t he  ac l ve rse

ef fect  o f  rap ic l  populat ion growth on the nat ional  economy and has

r e c e n t l y  f o r m u l a t e c t  a  c l r a f t  p o p u l a t i o n  p o l i c y .  A l t h o u g h  t h e

e x i s t i n g  c t a t a  s u g g e s t  t h a t  f e r t i l i t y  i s  h ' i g h ,  t h e r e  i s  s t ' i l l  a

great  need for  c le ta i  led in format ion on the uncler ly ing causes of

h igh  fe r t i  l i t y ,  f e r t i  t i t y  va r i a t i on  among  reg ions ,  anc l  rep roc luc t i ve

p rocesses  p reva i t i ng  i n  c l i f f e ren t  sec to rs  o f  t he  soc ie t y .  Such

da ta  a re  needed  fo r  t he  fo rmu la t i on  and  eva lua t i on  o f  popu la t ' i on

po  l i c i es  anc l  p rog rams .

To  f i l l  ' i n  t h i s  c la ta  gap  anc l  t o  genera te  a  wea l th  o f

' i n fo rma t ion  on  fe r t i l i t y ,  i n fan t  anc l  ch i l c t  mor ta l i t y  anc l  i t s

c te te rm inan ts ,  CSA in  199O conc luc tec t  Na t i ona l  Fami  l y  anc l  Fe r t i  l i t y

Survey ( '  FFS ) . The survey was conctuctect '  wi th the f i  nanci a I

ass is tance f rom UNFPA ancl  technica l  suppor t  f rom UNDTCD.



1 .1 ,2  Q_btect tves of  the Survev (  FFS I

The maJor  obJec t lves  o f  the  survey ,  1n  the  shor t  te rm,  twere) :

i i  to  ob ta ' in  re l ' tab le  in to rmat ron  on  the  c .u r ren t  leve l  o t

fe r t l  l1 ty ,  mor ta l l t y  and cont racept ive  use .

i  i  I  to  co  I  lec t  ' i n fo rmat ron  on  var ia t ions  rn  fe r t i  l i t y .

infant/chi  lc l  mortatr ty anct contraceptrve use by geographlcal

c lomaln,  soclo-economlc status anct other character ist lcs.

In  the long term,  i t  is  expectect  that  the 1990 FFS wr |  |  torm

the bas ' is  upon which s im' i  lar  but  more speci  a l ized.  enqu' i r ies

can  be  des igned .  I t  i s  hopec l  t ha t ,  t h i s  su rvey  w i t t  be  the  f i r s t  o f

a  se r ies  o f  s im i  l a r  su rveys  to  be  conc tuc teb  a t  regu la r  l n te rva ts  o f

f i ve  yea rs .

1 .2 }IETHODOLOGY

1.2 .1  The Samole  Des isn  anc t  Procedures

In t roc luct ton

The 199O FFS was clesl gnecl to provide clata on re levant

socio-econom'ic and clemographlc characterlstrcs for the nation as a

whole with urban apct rural breat<down and separately for each of the
!

specifiecl clomains,l A totat of eight domains were ioentif iect -tro

urban anc l  s ix  ru ra ! .  
,



6

The prime target, of the stucly were women agecl 15-49. founcl ln

non- inst i tu t ional  i rzect  househo lc ts .  In  ac lc l ' i t ion,  husbancls  current  ty

marr iect  to  women agecl  15-49,  communi ty  teaders and commun' i t ies were

also coverecl by the survey. The survey coverage was designecl to be

nat i .onal  exc lud ing Er i t rea;  T igra i ,  Asseb ancl  Ogaclen autonomous

regi ons . These areas were not cons' iderect f orinc I usi on at the

survey c tes i  gn s tage,  because of  secur i ty  anc l  o ther '  reasons.

HOWever,  oh the Other  hand,  NOrthern Gonctar ,  Southern:  Gondar ,

Nor thern l l le l lo ,  anct  southern wel lo  that  were expectec l  to  be covered

by  the  su rvey ' c lu r i ng  the  su rvey  c tes ign  s tage ,  cou ldn ' t  ac tua l l y  be

cove red  a t  t he  f i e td  ope ra t i on  l eve l ,  due  to  secu r i t y  p rob lems .

Nbmaclic areas and areas Ehat were not covered cturing the 1984

Nat , i ona l  Popu la t i on  anc t  Hous ing  Census  were  a l so  no t  cove red  c lu r i ng

t h e  l 9 9 O  F F S .

The  aamp le  s i ze  a t  t he  na t i ona l  l eve l  was  f i xeO a t  14 ,680

women f lged 15-49 wi th  an a l  tocat , ion of  4 ,3OO ancl  1O,38O women for

urban and ru ra l  c tomains ,  respec t ' i ve ly ,  inc luc l ing  a l lowance fo r

non-response. Roughty equat s ize s€rmple was then al  locatecl  to the

ctomains wi th consicterat ion of  providing equa t  ly  re I  iab te est imates

for each ot the clomai ns.

Thg sample ctesign forthe survey was a mult i . -stage strat i f  ieO

ctes ign  and se  l f -we igh ing  w i th in  c lomains .  The u  l t imate  samp l ing

unit was the household which servect as a means \or accessing women

anct husbancls to be interviewecl



S a m p l r n q  F r a m e

At  the  t r  me  o t  under tak r  ng  the  ' 1990  FFS.  the  coun t ' r . y  was

d ' l v t c t€ td  l n to  25  ac lm tn ' l s t rac ' t ve  reg tons  and  f r ve  au tonomous  re€ r1ons .

w h r c h  ' t n  t u r n  l s  c l ' t v t c l e c l  t n t o  a w r a . t a s  (  s u b - a d m l n l s t r a t l v e  r e g l o n s  ) .

F a r m e r s '  A s s o c ' l a t l o n s  ( F A )  a n c t  U r b a n  D w e l  l e r s '  A s s o c l a t l o n s

(  K e b e  l e s  )  c o n s t ' l t u t e  t h e  l o w e s t  a c t m l n r s t r a t l v e  u n ' r t  ' r n  r u r a  I  a n d

urban  a reas .  respec t , t ve  l y .  These  a rea  un r . t s ,  , hav ing  recogn lzec l  anc l

d l s t i nC t  boundar les ,  have  been  adop ted  as  a  base  ]n  the  fo rma t lon

o f  t he  a rea  samo l rns  f  rame reou ' l r ed  fo r  t he  199 .o  FFS.

The construct lon of  the area t . rame was based on the 1984

popu la t ' r  on census resu l ts ,  wl  th  f  ur ther  up-c la t '1n-q of  t 'he

rura l -par ts  t .o  take rnLo account  changes,  due to  the re- :set t lement

o rog rams  thaL  took  o lace  a t te r  1984

Samo I  rnq  P  l an  anc l  Imp  lemen ta t l on

a I  S a m o I r n g  O o m a l n s  : .  . .  .

Tak ing , ' i n to  accoun t ,  t he  s t ze  o t  t he  coun t r y  anc l  he te rogene l t y

. O,t ' l  ts popu lat l  on wl th reSpect to ,socl o-economl c anct

n i r :  c h a r a c t - e r i s t l c s  a s  w e  |  |  l d e f a t i o n  o fqemograph lc  cha rac te r t s t l cs  as  we l l  as  w l th  cons ' i

"1 , t s  va ry tng  e io  togy  be  l t eved  to  have  c t i f f e ren t ra l  e f f ec ts  on

\ fe r t i  l i t y  behav iou r  anc t  t he re to re l  t o  p rov ' i c l e  a  f  i rm  bas ts  fo r

e v o l v i n g  a p p r o D r l a t e  p o l ' : l c i e s  r a n d  O r o g r a m s ,  1 t  w a s  f e l t

,hecessary t ,o  Orv iOe Che country  in to e i 'ght  ( . two urban ancl  s lx

' i u r a l )  
c l o m a i n s .
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Urban  a reas  were  O iv iOeo  in to  two  doma ' i ns ,  t ha t  i s ,  A )

Adct is  Ababa 'anct  B l  o ther  urban areas.  The other  urban areas

were  fu r t , he r  c  l ass i f  i ec t  i n to  th ree  g roups  us ing  the  1989

pro jectect  popu tat ion s ize:

i  i  U rban  a reas  w ' i t n  popu  l a t ' i on  o f  ove r  5O,0OO

-  exc  l ud ing  Ac l c l i s  Ababa  (S11  )

i i )  U rban  a reas  w i tn  popu la t i on  o f  be tween  l0 ,Ooo  anc t

50 ,  OOO ( . *58  )

i i i l  u r b a n  a r e a s  w ' i t , n  p o p u t a t i o n  o f  l e s s  t h a n  1 o , o o o

(  s 2 1 3  )

h lhen ' i t  comes to the rura l  areas,  s ix  domains were createc l  by

cons i c le r i ng  geograph ' i ca l  t oca t i on .and  t ype  o f  a rea .  The  f  i r s t  f  i ve

c lomains are composecl  o f  h igh lanct  areas anct  the rema' in ing covered

low  lanc t  a reas .  These  c loma ins  i nc  l ude  the  fo  I  l ow lng  ac tm in i s t ra t r ve

ancl  autonomous regions: -

A . c e n t r a l  h i g h l a n c t s :  N o r t h  s h e w a r . A c l c t i s  A b a b a  ( . r u r a l ) ,  E a s t

Shewa, South Shewa ancl f{est Shawa.

South -  w€st  h i  gh lanc ls :  We I  l .ega ancl  I  |  |  ubabor .

Southern h igh lancts :  Kef fa ,  S ic tamo,  Nor th Omo anct  South

Omo.

B .

c .

D . East  anc l '  South-east  h igh lanc ls : West  Hararghe,  East

Hara rghe ,  A rss i  anc l  Ba le .

E.  Nor th east  anct  Nor th west  h igh lancts :  Nor th We I  lo ,

South l fel to, East Gojjam h,est Gojjam, North Gonctar anct

South Gonclar.



F . Low lancl areas: Assosa, Meteke | ,  Gambe la, Borena ancl Dl.re

Dawa.

b ) $amp le  S i ze

The sample s ize p lannecl  for  the survey was cteterm' inect

wi tn  .cr i t ica t  consic lerat ions of  the number ot  c lomains for

repo r t i ng  the  su rvey  resu  l t s ,  cos t ,  l og i s t i ca l  f eas ib i  t i t y  anc l

the need for  c la ta of  h i  gh gua I  i  ty .  In  I  i  ght  o f  thr  s ,  a

decis ion was made to cover  a to ta l  sample of  14,680 v lomen,  of

wh,i ch 4, 3QO h,ornen were a I locatect to the urban ctoma'ins anct

1O,38O to the rura l  c lomains.  These were expectect  to  be founct

i n  1 4 n 6 8 2  h o u s e h o l c l s .

Under  the urban c lomain catego?y,  d  sample of  2 ,150 women

was assumecl for each of the oomaihs. In view of this, about

3 ,702  househo lds  had  to  be ,  samp led  o f  wh- f ch  11654  were  f rom

Adct is  Ababa ancl  2 ,048 f rom other  urban areas

For  the  ru ra l  survey ,  the  p lannec t  sample  s ize  per ;domain

was about  1 ,730 lvomen,  To  ach ieve  th is  s ize , 'a  sample  o t '

1 ,83O .fiouseholcls per ctomain was targetecl, giving a"otrnO 11,OOO

householcts for  the ent i re rural  domains.  '  
"

c )  SampI inE Stases

.he sample, .  a mrr l t i -stage strat i f ied design
' : ' .  

:  , .  :
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was adopted ' ' for reasons ot' aclministrit ive convenience ancl

economy. The number of stages variecl from urban to rural

areas. For the urban clomai n, two samp I i ng proceclures were

put  in to  e f fec t  w i th  cons ic le ra t ion  o f  vary ing  popu la t ion  s ize

ancl number of kebeles of the urban areas. Acldis Ababa hacl a

two stage clesign:-  select ion of  kebeles at  the f i rst  stage ancl

se tection of househo lcts at the seconcl stage Eetore

se lecti on, kebe les were strati f i 'ecl by Hi gher Kebe les.

In the urban areas, catggorized as "other urban areas"'
1 '

a two stage clesign was us'eO (selection of kebele at ine f i.rst

stage and selection of householqs at the sqeond stage) except

for the group of urb.an areas w+h popu lation of less than

5O,O0O which  hac l  a  th ree  s tage c les ign :  se |ec t ion 'o f  u rban

areas at  the f  i rst  stage, S€lect ion- of  kebeles at  the second

stage anq selection of hooseholds at the thil 'd stage. The

Oasis of  strat i f icat ion was popu lat ion s ize of  urban areas as

clefinecl above.

In 'the rural areas, a two stage clesign uras app t iect:

selection of Farmers' Associations at the first stage anct

selection of f iouseholcls at the seconct stage

Farmers'  Associat ions in rural

areas were samQlect with probabi l i ty

bei ng the number ot househo lcls

populat ion census resul t .  Using

areas ancl Kebeles in urban

proport ional  to s ize,  s ize

obtainect from the 1984

thie sampl ing prdceclure'  a



to ta l  o f  153 Kebe les ' ( :ur :ban )  and 3O8.  Farmers '  Associat ions

were  se lec ted .

In  each coverec l  Kebe le  anct  Farmers ' :  Associ  a t i  on,  a

l i s t i ng  o f  non - rns t i t u t i ona  l r  zec l  . l ouseho  l c l s  was  ca r r l ec l  ou t  by

g o i n g  t r o m  h o u s e  t o  h o u s e . ,  U s i n g  t h e  h o u s e h o l c l  t i s t s '  a

systemat ic  sample of  householc ls  was c l rawn randomly based on a

pre-ctetermi nect househo lcl samp | ' ing i  nterva I ,  wi tn a vi ew to

ach iev ing  a  se l f -we igh ted  c les ign  w i th in  c loma ' i ns .  The  househo ld

s a m p l i n g  i n t e r v a l ,  a p p l i e c t  i n , e a c h  o f  t h e . s a m p l e c l  K e b e l e  a n c l

Farmers '  Associat ion,  was prov ic lec l  to  the.  enumerators at  the

t ' ime of  f  ie  lc t  c tep loyment .

An ' interview of  se lectecl  househo lds,  pt ' ior  to the

' inOiv idua l  in te rv iew,  was usec t  as  a  means fo r .  ioen t i f y ing

et ' ig iOte  women anc l  husbands , to  Oe.  inc luc tec t  in  the  survey .

Inc t i v idua l  ques t ionna i res  were  then f i  l l ec t  in  fo r  a l  I  women

agecl  15-49 founcl  in the selectecl  householc ls.

c l ) Samp le  Imp lementat ion

De-tai  ls  of  the sample implementat . ion,  against  what was

p I anned, are presentecl i n Tab ]e 1.. 1," From the r ,!qb le,

consiclerable difterences between the targetecl 4nd actual siz,e

of sampler- 64p be observecl. The FFS proposecl. to cover,tr4r6,8.O

women aged 15-49,  a l though i t  succeedec l  in  cover ing  on ly  9 '1o4



t2

Tab te  1 ,1  The  P lanned  anc l  Ac tua l  Samp le  S ize  fo r  t he  FFS

Ilorain
Brpected Covered
Sarple Suple
BUlebele lt/tebele

l o u s e h o l d l o r e n

Planned Sarpled Interviered Planned $alpled Interviered

Urban 153

56

9?

tzt

56

6?

3 ?0t

165 {

?0{8

25?6

l3 l  {

lu6z

t300

2150

I 150

x?35

139{

t3 t l

I

I I

3022 ZE{{

l[03 1551

1359 1293

[ural

I

TT

TTT

IY

v

VI

308

!5

{{

5t

!5

!3

It

?IE

IE

t{

5U

!3

t6

t5

I 09t0

6E30

I 830

tE30

lE30

I 830

I 830

[0?9

l{ t9

l { tz

t{ 10

t 190

5l t

05?

[510

l{{5

l{02

1368

I 180

506

[29

10380

l?30

l?30

t?30

t?10

t?30

1130

608U , 5gH

l3?3 lSlt

t{00 l3?E

lz3{ 121{

10?9 980

{06 {00

[20 605

lotrl
iUrbaa t Burali 16l

women or 62% of the expected number. This was mostly due to

non-coverage of sampled areas due to securi.ty problens. Thirty

Kebeles from the urban domain (other urban areas category) and

tiO E'arnerst Associations from the rural domain (nostly from

the nortfr-east ahd north-west highlands doUpi-n) 
'selected 

for

the survey could not be covered because of .gecurity reasolls.

1f082 9l l{ 9106 l{[80 9l0l t?5?3?r
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e l '  ,  Response Rate I  , .

Table 1 ;2  shows the res l tonge-  rates (  i .  e .  1  , ra t ios of

actual.Iy interviewed households/woqen to sampled expressed in

LOO l for each of the domains. From the ta,ble i t  aPpears that

the response rates are: re la t ive ly  h igher  in  the rura l  than in

the urban -areas and, general ly, al l  are quite oi '  reasonable

magni tude.

Table L.Zz Bespons-q ,Rete by Dqnain

Response Rate

Domain
Itrouseholds

(x) ,.,
Women

( x l

Urban

9 3 . 6

9 5 . 4

A

B

9 4 . 3

94 ,4

RuraI

A

B.

c
D

E

F

g ? . , I

g ' ? . 9

9 ? . t r

9 9 : 3
9 8 . 4

9 6 . 9

9 5 .  ?

s 8 : 6
9 q . 5
95'i2,

9 8 . 5

9 ? . 9

'  , : .
' 

Taking all together, the qeduction in sanpl.e size,t*oolA

of .course ha?e l. iJir, ,eff 'ect on the preclsioh,, iof the : survey

results. Ilowbverrr.oQ. seri.ous lose of precision !e, ant-iqipated,
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s ince most  of  !h"  resul ts  are to  be presented in  terms of

ratesr ratiosr proport ions and percentages and the rural areas

are t reated as a group instead of  separate ly .

I

Weiqh ine  o f  the  Sample  Resu l ts

In  tabulat ing the survey resul ts ,  weights  are appl ied to  the

sample cases. The weights are developed by taking into account the

probabi l i ty  o f  se lect ion (bas ic  weight l  and the non-response rate

of the sample units. Non-re-sponses trere identif ied at three

Ievels :  area uni t  leve l r  household level  and ind iv idual  (womanl

l e v e l .

The weight adjustnent is done separately for each of the

domains at  Kebele and Farmerst  Associat ion level ,  us ing the

fo l lowing procedure: -

Where:  -

Wb = basic weight of a given domain

m = number of Kebeles/Farmers' Associations selected for the

survey.

m = number of sampled Kebeles/Farmers' Associations

w;wr*fi.+;.+.

covered by the surve.y.

S[ = number of households selected tsanPledt

Kebele/Farmers' Associati .on for the survey.

from
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I r
I

s r =

number of  sampled households t l ron Kebele/Farmers '

Associat i .on actual ly  in terv iew€d.  .  ,

number of women selected (,sampled I f  rom Kebele./Farmers'

Associat ion t 'or  the survey.

IU = number of sampled women. fr '-em Kebele/Farmers' Association

actual ly  in terv iewed.

WA = ad. igsted weight  o f  ,a  g iven.  dgmain.

In  the  case o f  a  th ree-s tage.  des ign ,  s ince  ur .b1n are .as

were  se lec ted  a t  the  f . i r s t  s tager  ad jus tment  fo r  t ,he .non-coverage

o f  t h e  a r e a  i s  r e q u i r e d .  H e n c e ,  n / n '  i s  a p P l i e d .  t o  W ^  w h i c h  i s

g i v e n  a b o v e ,  w h e r e : -

u rban areas  se lec ted  (sampled l  fo r  then =  number  o f

n'  = number of sampled urban areas..  actgal ly covered by

the survey.

L , ,2 .2 .  Deve lopment  o f  Dgta  Co l lec t ion  Ins t ruFents

.

The Natipnal [ani ly and Fert i l i ty Survey administ_e-red 4s.;Dat l .v

a s  s i x  q u e s t i o n n a i r g g ,  f o r  d a t a . c o t l e c t i o n . .  T b g s e  l t e r e : -  . : . -

8 .

b .

Household quest ionnaire 1

Socio-economic characterist ics

questionnaire t

Woman' .s  guest ionnai re. l^  ,  r ' . .

o f 4n",.,, ,hqqsehold

C .
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d .

€ .

f .

Husband I  s  guest ionnai re,

Community leader's guestionnaire

Community guestionnaire.

and

8 . The Hogsehold Suestionnaire

It was prinari ly designed to identify lromen el igible for the

individual interview. All  usual members of the household,

including those .away tenporari ly and visitors present on the

prev ious n iEhtr  were l is ted on a jo in t  de. iure and defacto bas is .

For each Person l isted in the household schedule, infornation an

a!3er sexr marital statusr relationship to head of the household,

. . .  e t c ,  we re  reco rded .

b. The Quest ionnaire on the Socio-economic Character ist ics

of the Household

This was administered mainly to obtain picture of householdrs

overal l  gocio-economic situatLon. It  incruded guestions on

soeio-demographic characterist ics o.f the household, household's

sanitary condit ions, sources of drinking water, possession of

l ivestock by type'; ownership of other householdts consumer durables

and type and gual i ty  o f  housing uni t ,  . . .  e tc .

ce The Hooan's Ouestionnaire

It was excluslvely adninlgtered to women in the reproductlve
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- - - _ -

ages,  15-49 years.  I t  has seven sect ions and these are:

i .  Respondent 's  background (age,  sex ,  educat iona l

a t t a i n m e n t ,  e t c l ;

i i .  M a r r i a g e  h i s t o r y ;

i i i .  B i r t h  h i s t o r y ;

i v .  Hea l th  and breas t feed ing  prac t ices ;

v .  Knowledge,  a t . t i tude  and prac t ice  o f  fan i l y  p lann ing ;

v i .  F e r t i l i t y  p r e f e r e n c e l  w o m a n ' s  w o r k  h i s t p r y ;  h u s b a n d t s

background character ist ics and sexual pract ices of

d .  The Husband 's  Ouest ionna i re

This was administered to husbands o,f selected group\ of women

who were already covened, in the survey. The husbandts

quest ionnai re a lso has the fo l lowing four  sect ions:

i .  Respondent ts  background (ager  sex,  educat ional

at ta inment ,  occupat ion,  marr iage h is tory t  e tc  l ;

i- i .  Knowledge, att i tude and practice of famlly planningt

i i i .  Knowledge and pract ice of  abor t ion and;

iv .  Fer t i l i ty  preferences and sexual  pract ices. .

G .  T h e Commrrn i tw  Lea .den '  s  Oues t i onna i re

It was

Assoclation

'addressed to the

and chair  person

chairperson of a Kebele

o f  the  Eth iop ian  l {omen 's

or  Fa rne r ' s

Associat ion
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at  Kehe le  o r  Farmers  Assoc ia t ion  leve l .  I t  cons is ts  o f  ques t io r ts

tha t  he lp  to  genera te  in fo rna t ion  on  the  a t t i tude  o f  the  communi ty

Ieaders  towards  the  s ize  o f  the  popu la t ion  and popu la t ion  growth  o f

the  count ry  and popu la t ion  s ize 'and growth  o f  the i r  own communi ty .

I f  they thlnk that the observed populat ion growth for the country

or their  own comnunity poses a problem, then they $tere further

asked what the governnent and what they themselves should do to

reso lve  th is  p rob lem,  In fo rmat ion  on  knowledge,  e t t i tude  and

prac t ice  o f  fan i l y  p lann ing  o f  communi ty  leaders  as  we l I  as

i-nt 'ormation on social  and cultural  aspects of the community were

ascer ta ined.

f . The Community Ouest ionnaire This *as administered at the

Kebe- le  or  Farmers '  Associat ion level .  I t  consis ts  of  quest ions

that are meant to generate information on the size of the

population of the community, the sett lement pattern in ' the

communi ty ,  the natura l  resources such as forest l  r iver ,  Iakes,

n ine ra l s ,  . . . e t c . ,  t he  ava i l ab i l i t y  o f  a l l  wea the r  o r  d ry  wea the r

roads r  heal th  fac i l i t ies,  educat ional  t 'ac i l i t ies,  in t lormat ion on

recent  outbreak of  famines and cornmuni .cable d iseasesr  . . . ,  e tc .

L . 2 . ' , i C}rra I  i  tw Contro I

A nunber of quali ty control steps were taken to ensure

quali ty of data of this survey. The f irst gtep taken in this

direction was to prepare questionnaires which were preciset
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conceptually clear and easy to comprehend. A careful review of

questionnai-res employed by major internationa.[ dernographic and

health surveys such as WFSTDIIS and PAP-CHILD, was made before

designing the survey instruments of the present survey. On thg

basis  of  the cr i t ica l  assessment  of  prev ious survey quest ionnai res

in the soc io-cu l tura l  context  o f  Eth iop ia and in  v iew of  the needs

of  the country ,  a  f i rs t  draf t  o f  the guest ionnai res was prepared in

Engl ish.  Af ter  cr i t ica l  assessment  of  the contents  of  the f i rs t

draft some improvehentsl ?€-wording and re-ordering of ah",

contentsr were made and a second draft of the questionnaires was

prepared, After the second. draft of the questiorenaires eras

preparedr a one-day seminar was organized to receive comments and

suggestions from experts i-n th9 f ield and/or data usqrs on the

draft que3tionnaires. The seninar was attended by 30 par:t icipants,

drawing representatives from various departnents. of csA; MCII

Department and Pla,nning and Progranmingl Bureau of the Ministry of

I lealth; Statist ics Department and Medical Faculty of Addis Ababa

Univers i ty ;  Populat ion Div is ion and Stat is t ics  Div is ion of  ECA;

UNICEF; FAO;. . .  e tc .  The par t ic ipants had a day long d iscuss ions

and useful c,6mments and suggestions were made on the contents of

the d.raft questionnaires. On the basi.s of these comments 
-and

suggestions, the questionnaires !{ere reviged and a third draft was

prepared in EngIiSh, and was translated. inlo Anhafic for pre-test.

Further, based on these draft questi.onnaires, instruction manuals

for enumerators, f ield editors and supervisors were prepared. The

pre-test was carried out i-n rural and urban areas 9rf three regions

(Addis Ababa, Arssi. and GojJanl involvlng 15 fenale, enumeratgFsr 6
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t : ie ld  edi tors  and 6 male superv isors.  Superv isors and f ie ld

ed.i-tors srere drawn from regular f ield staff of CSA while female

enunerator-s were recruited exclusively for the PurPose of

pre-t.esti .ng only. The enumerators have completed an educational

level of grade 12 and above and were aged 20 years and above and

could speak the language of the region where they were expected to

be deployed.  The 'min imum educat ional  qual i f icat ion of  the.  f ie ld

editors and supervis.ors were high sch6ol education and above' The

members of -  the tean were subjected to  a r igorous t ra in ing,  g iven

by senior  s taf f  members of  Populat ion Analys is  and Studies Center

(PASCi ,  be fo re  theywere  sen t  ou t  t o  t he  f i e ld  fo r  p re l t es t i ng .  The

tra in ing per iod 'was organlzed for  a  per iod of  two-weeks (  15-31

December 19891.  The t ra in ing inc luded c lassroom di -scuss ions,  mock

interv iew and f ie ld  pract ice 
' in  

f i l l ing out  the quest ionnai res i -n

urban and' rura l ,  areas.  The f ie ld  s taf f ,  who have successfu l ly

conpleted the training, were organized into three teams-one eactr

for Addis Ababa, Arssi and Gojjam. Each team was comPosed of 
' four

ferirale enumerators, one female f ield editor and one male

supervisor. The data col lection operation was undertaken during the

f i rs t  two weel is .o f  January,  1991.  At  the t ime of  data co l lect ion,

each tean was accompanied by a senior research staff of the center

who has closely monitored administering each questionnaire. This

ha3 helped . in identifying.questions that required re-wording and

those which were diff icult to administer or received Poor

responses. The pi lot survey has successful ly adninistered 193

househofd q'uestlonnai.res r 181 socio-econoric characterist ics of the.

househoid gpestionnaires t 2Q5 eroments' questionnaires and Lz
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I lusbands '  ques t ionna i res .  On the  bas is  o f  lessons  learn t  dur ing

the  pre- tes t ing  per iod  and the  d iscuss ions  tha t  fo l lowed

I

therea t l te r ,  the  ques t ionna i res  t re re l  thenr  ' f ine l i zed  in  Eng l ish

and subsequent ly,  t ranslated into Agqbaric.  The manuals of

enumera tors ,  f ie ld  ed i to rs  and superv isors  were  a lso  rev ised and

f inal  ized,.

L . 2 . 4  R e c r u i t n e n t  a n d  T r a i n l n e  i : t '  F i e f d  S t a f f

The se lec t ion  c r i te r ia  o f  enumera tors ,  par t i cu la r ly  age and

educat ion, for the rnain sur:vey were the same as that of  pi lot

surve.v,  except ing the enumerators in the main survey included only

-\
those who have conpleted their  high school educat ion through

regu lar  day  schoot  and be long to .age-group 20-30 years .  P i lo t

survey included some enunerators who were students of night schools

and/or  aged 40  years  and above.  These in te rv iewers  (  i .e .  e  t ,hose

who received high school ed.ucat ion by attending night schools and

those aged 40 years. and above) were found to be poor performers

and there fore ,  were  dxc luded wh i le  recru i t ing  new batch  o f

enumerators for the main survey. For every enumerator needed, 3-4

cbnd ida tes  were  eh l i s ted .  The sen io r  s ta f f  members  o f  the  center

t{ere involved in the select ion of the top ones from the roster ot i

en l i s tdd  cand ida tes  fo r  th ree-week t ra in in€ .

The number of persons selected for training were higher than

the number actually required as enumerators. This was to

compensate for the losses due to fai lure to cope with the
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requ i rements  o f  t ra in ing  and fo r  o ther  reasons .  Fo l low ing  these

procedures ,  120 enumera tors  were  se lec ted  fo r  t ra in ing  f rom 1O out

o f  1 4  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y .  T h e  m a j o r  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  , o t '  t h e

femal.e enumerators were to administer the household quest ionnairer

the  ques t ionna i re  on  the  soc io -economic  charac ter is t i cs  o . f  the

househo ld  and the  woman 's  ques t ionna i re .  To  mon i to r  the  tasks  o f

enumera t ion ,  and to  ensure  tha t  the  f ie ld  work  i s  done proper ly ,

f ie ld  superv i -sors  and f ie -Ld  ed i to rs  were  ass igned to  work  w i th

each team o f  enumera tors .  The female  f ie ld  ed i to rs  were  se lec ted

f rom the  regu la r  poo l  o f  female  enumera tors  o f  the  reE l iona l  o f f i ces

o f  CSA.  Thus ,  a  to ta l  o f  30  bes t  fena le  enumera tors  were  se lec ted

from a group of over IO0 female regular enumerators to serve as

f i e l d - e d i t o r s .  T h e  r e s p o n s i b i t i t i e s  o f  t h e  f e m a l e  f i e l d  e d i t o r s

were to check whether al I  the quest ions were asked and the

responses were recorded properly and to make consistency checks

i .€ .1  whether  responses  are  in  log ica t  seguence l  and i f  need

arises to instruct the enumerators to return to the household

( respondent) to make the necessary correct ions or obtain

informatlon on i tems in the quest ionnaire not answered. fn order to

ensure  the  co l lec t ion  o f  h igher  qua l i t y  da tar  the  t ' i e ld -ed i - to rs

were also required to make spot-checking during the interviewr a[d

re- interviewing sone households covered in each peasant or urban

dwel le rs '  assoc ia t ion .  They  were  a lso  respons ib le  fo r  p repar ing  a

one page summary of the womanrs quest ionnaire.
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A to ta l  o f  3O bes t  superv i .sors  were  se lec ted  among 85 regu la r

f ie ld .  superv isors  work ing  in  the  reg iona l  o t ' f i ces  o f  CSA1 The

respons ib i l i t i es  o f  the  superv i -sors ,  in  add i t ion  to  hand l ing  the

administrat ive and f inancial  management of f ie ld workr were to

admin is td r  the  husband 's  gues t ionna i re r  the  conmuni ty  leader 's  and

the community quest ionnaires and prepare a one page .sqlmary of the

husband 's  ques t ionna i re .  A  comprehens ive  t ra in ing  Program was

organ ized fo r  L?O female  enumera tors ,  30  fena le  f ie ld - -ed i to rs ,  30

f  ie ld .superv isors . ,  !2  reg i .ona l  coord ina tors ,  a  nunber  o f  suppor t

s ta f f  and jun io r  p ro fess iona l  s ta f f  o f  the  center ,  a  number  o f

suppor t  and pro fess iona l  s ta f f  o f  o ther  depar tments  o f  CSA.  The

training was organized in four centers: 1|c]g!!g1!babar JiFmat

Awassa and Harar.  The f ield staff  of  Shewao Addis Ababar and

Goj jan  reg ions  were  g iven t ra in ing  in  Add is  Ababa;  those o f '

Wel lega.,  Keffa and f l lubabor regions were trained in Awassa; and'

thqse of Hararge region were trained in Harar.

The training was given by 15 senior staff of CSA ( 10 from the

center, three from field operations divisions one from agricultural

departnent, and one from the methodology department of CSAI and six

support staff of the center. The womants questlqnnaire included

some sensit ive questions, l ike t 'reguency of sexual Prait icest that

can only be asked by females and in order to ensure that these

questions and,similar other sensit i .ve questions a,re properly asked

by female enumerators, each claisroom had a seni-gr female

profdss ional  s taf f  t ra iner .  The t ra in ing consis ted of  d iscuss ions

in classroon, f i l l ing in the questionnaires in the classroon
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through mock in terv iew,

gues t i onna i res .

actua l  f ie ld  tes t ing  o f  the

ttre cfassroom :discussion concentrated on the elaborat ion of

the terms and concepts .used in the var ious quest ionnaires,

d iscuss ions  and.  e labora t ion  o f  the  eonten ts  o f  each gues t i .onna i re

. . .  and encourag ing  the  t ra inees  to  ra ise  issues  and ques t idns .

A lso  the  c lassreom sess ions  inc luded ha l f  a  day  lec tu re  on

descr ip t ion  o f  methods  o f  fan i l y  p lann ing  and i t s  use ,  g iven  by

sen ior  s ta f f  o f  the  Eth iop ian  Fami ly  Gu idance Assoc ia t ion .  Th is

lecture included demonstrat ion of the var ious types of fani ty

p lann ing  dev ices  ( the  P i I I ,  the  IUD,  D iaphragm,  Condom,

I n j e c t a b l € l . . .  e t c f  i n c l u d i n g  s h o w i n g  v i d e o  f i t n  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t .

The mock in terv iew const i tu ted f i l l ing in  a 'LL the

questionnaires by the trai-ners in the classroon, whereby one of the

trainees acted as an enumerator and another trainee or one of the

trainers acted as respondent. While this interview session was in

progiess r 
' the 

other trainees lrere also Eiiven a copy of the relevant

questionnaire to f i l l - in simultaneously. Through this practice the

trainees were given the necessary guidance in the act of

interviewing. Alsor the f i l led-in questionnaires were

ehecked. and corrections were made and the omissions were pointed

out to the traineesr so that these were not repeated.
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j ons ider ing  the  inpor tance o f  f ie ld  p rac t ices  in  admin is te r ing

quest ionna i r6  in  rea l  l i fe  s i tua t ion ,  each t ra inee was asked to

f i l l - in  a t  leas t  f i ve  se ts  o f  ques t ionna i res  in  u rban and ru ra l

a reas .  Then the  f i l l ed- in  ques t ionna i res  were  checked by  the

t ra iners  and i t s  mis takes  were  d iscussed in  the  c lassroom.  At  the

end o f  the  t ra in ing ,  a  f ina l  examinat ion  was g iven to  the  t ra inees

and on ly  the  success fu l  cand ida tes  were  dep loyed to  car ry -ou t  the

survey .

L . 2 . 5  F i e l d  W o r k

a . Deployment of Fleld Staff ,

The f ield staff  was orqanized into teams and each team

cons is ted  o t '  four  female  enumera tors ,  a  female  f ie ld -ed i to r ra '

superv isor ,  a  cook  and a  dr iver .  The team was prov ided w i th  a .

four -whee l  d r ive  veh ic le ,  camping  equ ipment ,  cook ing  u tens i i s ,

. . .e tc .  The number  o f  teams dep loyed i -n  a  reg ion  was dependent  on

the size of a region. Eor exampler 8s many as seven teams etere

dep loyed in  Shewa wh i le  on ly  one such team was ass igned each fo r

BaIe and Arssi .  Each team was assigned to cover about 4-5

enumera t ion  un i ts ,  on  average.  Each reg ion  had a  Coord ina tor  who

served as  a  l ia ison  o f f l cer  be tween the  team( .s t  dep loyed in  the

region and the head off ice in Addis Ababa. The coordinators were

responsible for handl ing survey equipment,  documents and suppl ies

(.  quest ionnaires, forms, sta.t ionery, bags 1 .  .  .  €tc I  and thereby t 'or

the distr ibut ion of these mater ials to phe f ield.  staf i f .  They were
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a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n

f ield staff  and dispatch them onward

conp le t ion  o f  the  f ie ld  work .

of  these mater ia ls  f rom the

to the head off ice after the

Prior to deployment of the teams, the head of the trainers iq

each center, divided the number of farmerst associations and i lrhan

dwellerst association areas and thereby the number of households

egually among the teams deployed in the region.

b.  Data Col lect ion

The data col lecti-on started around nid-May L990. The

trainers acionpanied the team during the f irst 4-5 weeks of data

col lect ion operat ion.  This  ear ly .  superv is ion on the par t  o f

trainers was rLecessary to ensure that the cgre members. of the

enumeration teams have clearly understood their roles ?nd can

accomplish their tasks eff iciently and take remedial measuresr i f

necessary, at the early stage of data col lectionr to avoid any

pi t t 'a l ls  a t  the la ter  s tage.  The data co l lect ion act iv i t ies that

have st 'arted in nid-May 199O were completed in most of the regions

by nid August and in some of the regions it was completed by the

end of  August  1991.  Dur ing th is  per iod of  data co l lect ionr  the

seni-or staff of the center and the f ield operations division of the

CSA made a number of supervisory f ield tr ips to visit  the survey

field staff and to check on the quall ty. of their work.
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L . 2 . 6  D a t a  M a , n a g e m e n t

AII  conpleted quest ionnai-res were brought baek to Addis Ababa

for  f ina l  ed i t ing ,  cod ing  and process ing .  A  task  fo rce  was c rea ted

to edit . ,  code and process the Family and Fert i l i ty Survey data

dur ing  the  las t .quar te r  o f  1990.  A t  the  beg inn ingr .  summary  da ta

co l lec ted  f rom .womanls  and husband 's  ques t ionna i res  were  ed i ted  and

coded. However,  only the summary datA obtained from woman's

quest ionnaire ldere processed to br ing out the Prel iminary RePort of

the  survey  tha t  was  pr in ted  in  August ,  1991 (CSA'  1991 l .

The analysis of the data of the main questionnaires started

with manual edit ing and coding. The codi.ng and edit ing activity

was per formed. ,by the coding edi t ing s taf f  o f  the of f ice wi th  c lose

supervi-sion by s'enior professionals. Data entry was made using the

ISSA (Integrated Systen for Survey Anatysist comtrluter package

program using personal computers. Senior data entry staft 'of the

of f ice were ut i l ized for  th is  purpose and c lose superv is ion of  the

activit ies of the data entry staff lras maintained. .This was

possible because only three personal computers hrere used during

data eirtry. Tabulation of the regults stas made using SPSS

Programs.



CHAPTER II

DATA OUALITY

2 .  I  I n t r o d u c t  i o n

T h i s  c h a p t e r  e x a m i n e s  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  i n  t h e

1 9 9 0  F a r n i l y  a n d  F e r t i l i t y  S u i v e y  o f  E t h i o p i a .  I t  i s  v e r y  p b r t i n e n t

t o  a s s e s s  t h e  q u a l  i t y  o f  d a t a ,  p a r t ' i c t i l a r l y  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  o B €  r

b i r t h s  a n d  d e a t h s  r e p o r t ' e d  b y  w o m e n  i n  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e  a g e s r  1 5 - 4 9

y e a r s ,  b e f o r e  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  o f  f e r t i l i t y , & r d  m o r t a l i t y  a r e

p r o v i d e d .  T h e s e  e s t i m a t e s  m a y  b e  s e r i o u s l y  d i s t o r t e d  b y , m i s -

r e p o r t i n g  o f  a g e  a n d  o m i s s i o n s  o f  b i r t h s  a n d  d e a t h s .

\' 2 . 2  
A e e  R e p o r t  i n g

A g e  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  v a r i a b l e s  i n  t h e  d e m o g r a p h i c

a n { l y s i s .  T h e  q u a l i t y  o f  a g e  d a t a  i s  u s u a l l y  i n  s u s p e c t  i n

d € : v e l o p i n g  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  E t h i o p i a  i s  n o  e x c e p t i o n  t o  i t .  A l t h o u g h

an  u tmos t  ca re  was  taken  i n  the  co l l ec t i on  o f  age  da ta  i n  i t r g  . 1990

F a m i l y  a n d  F e r t i l i t y  S u r v e y ,  i t  i s  v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  t o  e n s u r e  i t d

q u a l i t y ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  t h e  a b s o l u t e  m a j o r i t y  o f

t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  a r e  i l l i t e r a t e .  A  v e r y  f e w  E t h i o p i a n  w o m e n  c o u l d

r e p o r t  t h e i r  e x a c t  d a t e  o f  b i r t h  e i t h e r  i n  t e r m s  o f  y e a r  o r  m o n t h

o f  b i r t h .  D a t a  i n  T a b l e  2 . 1  s h o w s  t h a t  o n l y  7  p e r c e n t  o f  w o m e n

age .d  15 -49  cou ld  repo r t  t he  yea r  i n  wh ich  they  were  bo rn .  The

propor t i on  o f  women  l rho  cou ld  repo r t  t he i r  yea r  o f  b i r t h  i s  l owes t

i n  ru ra l  a reas  wh i l e  t h i s  was  h ighes t  i n  Add is  Ababa '  t he  cap i ta l
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c i i y

L 4  . 6

f o l l o w e d  b y  ' o t h e r  u r b a n

a n d  3 1 . 5  p e r c e n t  i n  r u r a l

a r e a s , .  T h e s e

,  " o t h e r  u r b a n

p r o p o r t i o n s  w e r e  3 . 9 ,

a reas "  and  Add is  Ababa

T a b l e  2 . I D i s ' t r i b u t i o n  o f  R e ' s p o n s e s  t o  Q u e s t  i o n ,  " I n  W h a t  M o n t h
a n d ' Y e a r  W e r e  Y o u  B o r n ? "  b y  T y p e  o f  R e s i d e n c e ,  1 9 9 0  F F S

R e s  i d e n c e
D a t e  o f  B i r t h  R e p o r t e d

( 7 ,  D i s t r i b u t i o n )

Year  Mon th

T o t a l
Rura  I
A d d i s
O t h e r
Urban

Ababa
Urban

6
3

3 1
L 4
2 L

. 6

. 9

. 5

. 6

. 4

1 3 . ?
1 0 . 4
4 1 . 7
1 9 . 3
2 8 .  5

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  e x a c t  d a t e  o f  b i r t h  m a r g i n a l l y

i m p r o v e s  i f  w o m e n  w e r e  a s k e d  t o  r e p o r t  t h e i r  a g e s  i n  t e r m s  o f  m o n t h

r a t h e r  t h a n  y e a r  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  b o r n .  A n d  t h i s  f i n d i n g  h o l d s

f o r  e a c h  p l a c e  o f  r e s i d e n c e .  T h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f  w o m e n  w h o  c o u l d

r e p o r t  t h e  m o n t h  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  w e r e  b o r n  r i s e s  f o r m  l o w e s t  1 0 . 4

p e r c e n t ' i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  t o  4 L . 7  a n d  1 9 . 3  p e r c e n t  i n  A d d i s  A b a b a  a n d

' o t h e r  u r b a n  c e n t e r s '  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  I n  a  s i t u a t i o n  w h e r e  t h e  o v e r -

w h e l m i n g ' m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  c o u l d n ' t  s t a t e  t h e i r  e x a c t

d a t e  o f  b i r t h ,  t h e  a c c u r a c y  i n  a g e  r e p o r t i n g  i s  i n  s e r i o u s  s u s p e e t .

A n  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h i s  c a n  b e  c l e a r l y  s e e n  i n  t h e  s i n g l e  y e a r  a g e

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  w o m e n .  T h e  s i n g l e  y e a r  a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n ,  i n  t h e

a b s e n c e  o f  d r a s t i c  r e d u c t i o n  i n  m o r t a l i t y  a n d  e x o d u s  o f  p o p u l a t i o n

a n d  g i v e n  t h a t  a g e  i s  a c c u r a t e l y  r e p o r t e d ,  i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  a s s u m e  a

d e s c e n d i n g  p a t t e r n  o f  d i s t r i b u t i o n  a s  a g e  i n c r e a s e s .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e

a g e  d a t a  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  d o n ' t  f i t - i n  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l  t r e n d  a s  t h e



h e a p i n g  a t  a g e s  e n d i n g  i n  z e r o  a n d  f i v e  i s  c l e a r l y  e v i d e n t  f r o m

F i g u r e  2 . 1  a n d  T a b l e  2 . 2 .  T h e  h e a p i n g  i s  a l s o  m a r k e d r  a l t h o u g h  t o

T a b l e  2 . 2 S i n g l e  Y e a r  A g e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  T l o m e n  A g e d  1 5 - 4 9  Y e a r s t
1 9 9 0  F F S .

Age Number
we  igh ted  )

P e r c e n t

l 5
1 6
t 7
1 8
L 9
2 A
2 1
2 2
2 3
2 4
2 5
2 6
2 7
2 8
2 9
3 0
3 1
3 2
3 3
3 4
3 5
3 6
3 7
3 8
3 9
4 0
4 L
4 2
4 3
4 4
4 5
4 6
4 7
4 8
4 9

2 4 7  , 9 8 6
2 9 6 ,  L 0 4
2 ? 3 , 7 9 2
3 0 5 . 2 0 7
1 6 4 , 6 3 2
3 4 3  , 2 9 3
1 1 8 f 5 4 7
2 0 5 , 3  1 0
t 5 2 . 7  L O
L 5 8  , 2 7  6
3 3 7  , , 3 7  6
1 4 9 . 3 1 1
L 5 t , 2 6 9
2 3 2  t O O 4
1 0 9  r  6 6 3
386 r  28O
1 4 0 , 0 3 2
2 0 6 . O 5 7
1 1 8 ! 5 8 3
t 3 8  , 1 4 r
3 r 4 , 7 7  t
t 2s  .  L25
L z t . 6 7 9
1 6 8  !  6 1 8
8 4 . 0 5 0

2 6 9 , 7 6 0
6 7 . 8 6 5
9 2  r 4 8 3
7  2  . 6 2 4
46  |  I 49

L 5 9 , 4 7 4
6 5 . 6 0 6
4 8 , . 8 9 8
9 0 . 8 6 5
4 L , 6 9 7

4 . 2
5 . 0
3 . 8
5 . 1
2 . 8
5 . 8
2 . O
3 . 4
? . 6
2 . 7
5 . 1
2 . 5
2 . 5
3 . 9
1 . 8
6 " 5
2 . 4
3 . 5
2 . O
2 . 3
5 . 3
2 . 1
2 . O
2 . 8
1 . 4
4 . 5
1 . 1
L . 6
l \ . 2
0 . 8
2 . 7
1 . 1
0 . 8
1 . 5
a . 7

To ta l 5 , 9 4 5 , 8 3 8 1 0 0 . 0
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FIqJRE 2.1

PERCENTAGE DISTRIBUTTON OF WOMEN tsY
S I N G L E  Y E A R  O F  A G E ,  E T H I O P I A ,  1 9 9 0

2 5 3 0  3 5

. 
Age

* NATIONAL

402 0 4 5

Percentage

I
I
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a  l e s s e r  d e g r e e ,  a t  a g e s  e n d i n g  i n  e v e n  n u m b e r s .  p a r t  i c u l a r l - v  a t

a g e s  e n d i n g  i n  2  a n d  8 .  A  s i m i l a r  p a t t e r n  o f  a g e - h e a p i n g  w a s  n o t e d

i n  t h e  e a r l i e r  f i n d i n g s  r e p o r t e d  i n  1 9 8 1  D e m o g r a p h i c  S a m p l e  S u r v e y

and  1984  Popu la t i on  Hous ing  Census . .  The  peaks  and  t roughs  obse rved

i n  t h e  s i n g l e  y e a r  a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  c l e a r l y

i n d i c a t e  p r e f e r e n c e s  a n d  d i s  I  i k e s  f o r  a g e s ,  e n d i n g  i n  c e r t a i n

d i g i t s  r e s p e o t i v e l y  r a t h e r  t h a n  f o r  a n y  o t h e r  g e n u i n e  r e a s o n ( s ) .

T h e  q u a l i t y  o f  a g e  d a t a  i s  a l s o  a s s e s s e d  e m p l o y i n g  M y e r s '
' b l e n d e d  

i n d e x l .  T h i s  i n d e x  m e a s u r e s  t h e  p r e f e r e n c e s  a n d  d i s l i k e s

f b r  e a c h  o f  t h e  d i g i t s  f r o m  0  t o  9 .  T h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  v a l u e s  o f

M y e r s ' i n d e x  r a n g e  b e t w e e n  0  a n d  9 0 ;  v a l u e  o  r e p r e s e n t s  n o  a g e

h e a p i n g ,  w h i l e  v a l u e  w o u l d  b e  9 0  i f  a l l  a g e s  a r e  r e p o r t e d  a s

n u m b e r s  e n d i n g  i n  t h e  s a m e  d i g i t .  I n  o t h e r - w o r d s ,  t h e  l o w e r  t h e

v a l u e  o f  M y e r s '  i n d e x ,  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f ' a g e  d a t a .  T a b l e

2 - 3  p r e s e n t s  M y e r s ' B l e n d e d  I n d e x  o f  D i g i t  p r e f e r e n c e  b y  p l a c e  
. o f

res idence .  The  i nd i ces  have  been  cu l cu la ted  ove r  t he  age  range

tha t  ex tended  f rom 20  to  49  yea rs .  The  da ta  show a  tendency  fo r

w o m e n  i n  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e  a g e s  ( 2 a - 4 9  y e a r s )  i n  a l l  s t u d y  a r e a s r  t o

o v e r - s t a t e  t h e i r .  a g e s  e n d i n g  i n  0 ;  5  a n d  8  a n d  u n d e r - s t a t e  t h e i r

ages  end ing  i n  1 ,  g ,  3 ,  ' 6  and  7  .  The  h ighes t  age  heap ing  occu red

a t  a g e s  e n d i n g  i n  0  a n d  t e r m i n a l  . d i g i t  5  r e c e . i v e d  t h e  s e c o n d

h ighes t  p re fe rence .  The  mos t  avo ided  ages  a re  those  end ing  i n

d i g i t s  9  a n d  L .  I t  i s  t o  b e  f u r t h e r  o b s e r v e d  f r o m  s u m m a r y  i n d e x

l /  M y e r s r R . J .  1 9 4 0 .  " E r r o r s
Censug  Da ta " ,  T ransac t  i ons ,
p t . 2 (  r 0 4 ) :  p p . 4 1 1 - 4 1 5

and  B ias  i n  t he  Repor t i ng  o f  Ages  i n
A c t u a r i a l  S o c i e t y  o f  A m e r i c a ,  4 t ,
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T a b l e  2 . 3 M y e r s '  B l e n d e d  I n d e x  o f  T e r m i n a l
f y p e  o f  R e s i d e n c e ,

D i g i t  P r e f e r e n c e  b y
1 9 9 0  F F S .

T e r m i n a l
D i e i t  ( x  )

D e v i a t . i o n  o f  P e r c e n t  f r o m  1 0 . 0

R u r a l  U r b a n  A d d i s  A b a b a  O t h e r  U r b a n  A r e a s  T o t a l

0
1
2
J

4

;
I
I

I
9

+ 7 . 8
- 3 . 9
- o . 8
- 3  . 4
- 1  1

+ 7  . 2
- 2 . 2
- 2  . 5
+ l  . 7
- o . 7

+ 7  . 7
- 5 . 1
+ A  . 2
- 3 . 9
- 3  . 0
+ 9 .  1
- 3 . 2
- 2  . 6
+ 4 . 5
- 3 . 7

+ 6 .  3
- 6 . O
+ 0 . 8
- 2 . 6
- 1 . 8
+ 7 . 5
- 2 . 6
- 2 .  t
+ 5 . 2
- 4 . 7

+ 8 . 6
- 4 . 5
+ 0 . 3
- 4 . 7
- 3 . 8

+ l O  . 2
- 3  . 6
- 2 . 9
+ 4 .  I
- 3 .  I

+ 8  . 3
- 3 . 8
- 0 . 4
- 3 . 3
- 3 ' o
+ 8 . 0
- 2 . 2
- 2  . 3
+ 2 . 4
- 3 . 7

Summary
I  n d e x

t 6 . 7 2 L . S 1 9 . 8 2 2 . 9 1 8 . 7

t h a t  q u a l i t y  o f  a g e  r e p r o t i n g  i s  b e t t e r  i n  r u r a l  t h a n  i n  u r b a n

a r e a s .  b e t t e r  i n  A d d i s  A b a b a  t h a n  i n  t o t h e r  u r b a n  a r e a s t .  T h e s e

t e s t s  c l e a r l y  s h o w  t h a t  t h e  s i n g l e  y e a r  a g e  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d  b y  1 9 9 0

F F S  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  d i e i t  p r e f e r e n c e .

2 . 3  S e x  R a t i o  a t  B i r t h

E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  s e x - r a t i o s  a t  b i r t h  w i t t  g i v e  u s  s o m e  i d e a  o f

c o m p l e t e n e s s  o f  b i r t h s  r e p o r t e d  b y  w o m e n .  T h e  s e x - r a t i o  a t  b i r t h

i s  f o u n d  t o  b e  c o m m o n l y  a r o u n d  1 0 5  m a l e s  p e r  1 0 0  f e m a l e s  a n d  v a r i e . s

w i t h i n  &  n a r r o w  r a n g e  f o r  c o u n t r i e s  h a v i n g  r e a s o n a b l y  g o o d  v i t a l

r e g i s t r a t i o n  s y s t e m  ( U n i t e d  N a t i o n s ,  L g 7 3 r .  T h e  s e x  r a t i o  a t  b i r t h

t h a t  w a s  u n i v e r s a l  l y  o b s e r v e d  i s  a l s o  f o u n d  i n  E t h i o p i a  a s  t h e  d a t a

o f  t h e  p r e s e n t  s u r v e y  t e s t i f y .  A m o n g  b i r t h s  t h a t  o c c u r e d  i n  t h e

p a s t  1 2  m o n t h s  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  s u r v e y r  t h e  s e x  r a t i o  a t  b i r t h  w a s  1 0 5
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m a l e s  ' p e r  1 0 0  f e m a l e s  ( s e e  T a b l e  2 . 4 '  .  T h i s  o v e r a l  I  f  i n d i n g  a l s o

h o l d s  f o r  r u r a l  E t h i o p i a .  H o w e v e r ,  f o r  u r b a n  a r e a s  i n  g e n e r a l  a n d

A d d i s  A b a b a  i n  p a r t  i c u l a r  t h e  s e x - r a t  i o s  a t  b i r t h  a r e  n o t

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  e x p e c t e d  p a t t e r n  i n  t h a t  t h e  r a t i o s  a r e

u n e x p e c t e d l y  l o w  i n d i c a t i n g  u n d e r - r e p o r t i n g  o f  m a l e  b i r t h s  i n  t h e . s e

a r e a s . .  T h e  f i n d i n g  o f  u n e x p e c t e d l y  l o w  s e x - r a t i o  i n  A d d i s  A b a b a

c o u l d  a l s o  r e s u l t  f r o m . s m a l . l  s a m p l e  s i z e l  o n  w h i c h  A d d i s  A b a b a

o b s e r v a t i o n  w a s  b a s e d  u p o n .  T h e  s e x  r a t i o  a t  b i r t h  o b s e r v e d  i n

u rban  a r€as .  e i t he r  i n  Add is  Ababa  o r  o the r  u rban  a reas ,  has  a lways

b e e n  o f f  t h e  e x p e c t e d  : v a l u e  i r r e s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  t i m e  p e r i o d

p r e c e d i n g  t h e  s u r v e y  o n e  u s e s . t o  a r r i v e  a t  t h i s  r a t i o .  e x c e p t  f o r

t h e  p e r i o d  t - 4  y e a r s  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  s u r v e y  ( s e e  T a b l e  2 . 4 1 .  T h e

sex - ra t i o  obse rved  be tween  1 -4  yea rs  be fo re  th9  su rvey  fo r  u rban

a r e a s ,  e i t h e r  f o r  A d d i s  A b a b a  o r  f o r .  o t h e r  u r b a n  a r e a s .  w E S  w i t h i n
:

t h e  e x p e c t e d  v a l u e .  T h i s  c o u l d  b e  a n  e x c e p t i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  t h e

r u l e .  I t  i s  a l s o  e v i d e n t  f r o m  t h e  t a b l e  t h a t  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  a n d

T a b l e  2 . 4  S e x  R a t i o s  a t  B i r t h  f o r  E t h i o p i a  a s  a  W h o l e  a o d
P laces  o f  Res idence  by  Years  Be fo re  the  Survey ,
1 9 9 0  F F S .

Years  Be fo re
the Survey Rura I Urban

O t h e r
Addis  Ababa Urban Tota l

Less  than  1
1 -4  Years
5 -9  Years
1 0 - 1 4  Y e a r s
1 5 - 1 9  Y e a r s
More than 20

year

Years

1 0 5 . 7
L O 7 . 4
1 0 5 . 3

9 6 . 7
1 2 6 . 9
L L t . 4

1 0 1 .  9
1 0 5 . 4
1 0 0 . 7 .

9 5 .  1
r 2 3 . O
122.9

9 0 . 2
1 0 7 . 0
1 1 1 . 8
9 8 . 8

t 3 2  . 1
1 1 3 . 1

L 0 7 . 4
1 o 4 . 7
9 5 . 5
9 3 .  1

r  1 8 . 7' t 2 9 . 4

1 0 5 . 4
1 0 7 . 3
1 0 4 . 8
9 6 .  5

t 2 6 . 4 0
1 1 1 .  1 0

e! Addis Ababa

j

observat ion was
( .15-49 years )  .

based on 1551 somen in  the
reproduct ive ages
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f o r  t h e  w h o l e  o f  E t h i o p i a .  s e x - r a t i o s  a t  b i r t h  o c c u r r i n g  b e t w e e n  1 -

9  y e a r s  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  s u r v e y  w e r e  a l s o  w i t h i n  t h e  e . x p e c t e d  p a t t e r n :

t h e  v a l u e s  r a n g i n g  b e t w e e n  1 0 5  a n d  1 0 7 .  H o w e v e r r  d e v i a t i o n  f r o m

t h i s  e x p e c t e d  p a t t e r n  i s  a l s o . o b s e r v e d  f o r  r u r a l  a r e a s  a n d  f o r  t h e

w h o l e  c o u n t r y  f o r  t h o s e  b i r t h s  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  1 0  y e a r s  o r  m o r e

p r e c e d i n g  t h e  s u r v e y .  d u e  m a i n l y  t o  r e c a l l  l a p s e r

' 2 . 4  R e p o r t  i n e  o f  B i r t h s

I n ' t h e  s u r v e y ,  t w o  i n d b p e n d e n t  m e a s u r e s  o f  f e r t i l i t y  w e r e

p r o v i ' d e d :  c u m u l a t i v e  f e r t i l i t y  a n d  c u r r e n t  f e r t i l i t y .  C u m u l a t i v e

f e r t i l i t y  i s  d e r i v e d  f r o m  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  n u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  e v e r

b o r n  w h i l e  c u r r e n t  f e r t i l i t y  i s  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  b i r t h  h i s t o r y .

T a b l e  2 . 5  c o m p a r e s  t h e  r e p o r t e d  n u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  e v e r  b o r n

a n d  t h e  n u m b e r  e s t i m a t e d  f r o m  s y n t h e t i c  b i r t h s  l a s t  y e a r .  I f  t h e s e

t w o  m e a s u r e s  o f  f e r t i l i t y  d o n ' t  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r .  t h i s  h a s

t o  b e  e x p l a i n e d  e i t h e r  d u e  t o  o m i s s i o n  i n  r e p o r t i n g  o f  b i r t h s  o r

d e c l i n e  i n  f e r t i l i t y . T h e  c u m u l a t i v e  f e r t i l i t y ,  b a s e d  o n

i n f o r m a t , i o n  o n  n u m b e r  o f  c h i  l d r e n  e v e r  b o r n .  u s u a l  l y  t e n d s  t o  b e

downward l y  b iased  due  to .  memory  l apse  o f  womenr  pa r t i cu la r l y  among

women o f  h ighe r  ages .  Th9  o lde r  women  tend  to  om i t  ch i l d ren  who

e i t h e r  d i e d  v e r y  y o u n g  o r  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  l i v i n g  w i t h  t h e m  a t  t h e

t i m e  o f  t h e  s u r v e y .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  s y n t h e t i c  e s t i m a t e s  o f

c h i l d r e n  e v e r  b o r n ,  b a s e d  o n  r e c e n t  b i r t h s .  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  b e  m o r e

c o m p l e t e .  E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  d a t a  i n  T a b l e  2 . 5  a n d  F i g u r e  2 . 2  s h o w

t h a t  s y n t h e t i c  e s t i m a t e  o f  m e a n  n u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  e v e r  b o r n  f o r



36

T a b l e  2 . 5  R e p o r t e d  M e a n  N u m b e r  o f  C h i t d r e n  E v e r
N u m b e r  D e r i v e d  f r o m  S y n t h e t i c  B i r t h s
1 2  M o n t h s  b y  S i n g l e - Y e a r  o f  C u r r e n t l y
A g e d  1 5 - 4 9 ,  1 9 9 0  F F S .

Born  and  the
i n  t h e  P a s t
Marr  i  ed lVomen

A g e  o f
Women

Repo r  t  ed
CEB
( a )

S y n t h e t  i c  C E B
( b )

D i  f f e r e n c e
( a ) - ( b )

1 5
7 6
L 7
1 8
t 9
2 0
2 L
2 2
2 3
2 4
2 5
2 6
2 7
? 8
ze
3 0
3 1
1 ?

3 3
3 4
3 5
3 6
3 7
3 8
3 9
4 0
4 1
4 2
4 3
4 4
4 5
4 6
4 7
4 8
4 9

0 . 0 4 5
0 .  1 0 9
0 . 1 9 0
0 . 3 8 6
0 . 6 1 9
I  . 0 9 5
|  . 6 6 6
r . 7 6 5
1  . 8 8 8
2 . 5 5 7
2  . 5 8 2
3 . t 4 4
3  . 6 8 2
3 . 7 2 4
4  . 4 4 2
4 . 3 9 5
4 . 9 1 2
5  .  t 47
5 . 5 5 9
5 . 5 8 4
5  . 4 3 4
6  . 2 0 4
6 . 0 8 0
6 .  t 4 0
6  . 2 9 7
6 .  3 3 5
6 . 9 2 8
6 . 8 0 3
7 . 4 8 1
6 . 6 3 1
6 . 8 6 3
6 . 6 5 8
7 . 5 9 3
7 . 5 0 3
7 .  1 3 5

0 . 0 1 9 1
0 . 0 9 1 7
0 . 1 6 3 9
0 . 3 0 0 8
0 . 4 8 9 3
0 . 7 5 s 9
L . 0 4 2 3
L  .  ? 6 4 7
1 . 5 4 3 9
1  . 8 8 3 7
2 .  L 7  6 9
2 . 4 9 0 5
2  . 7  3 9 5
3  . 0 2 9 3
3  . 3 4 6 8
3  . 6 3 3 7
3 . 9 1 3 1
4 . 1 4 9 5
4  . 3 5 7  4
4 . 5 9 3 6
4  .  8 1 5 4
5 . 0 5 9 5
5 . 3 3 6 6
5 . 4 4 1 2
5 . 5 7 1 6
5 . 7 0 2 t
5 . 7 8 0 9
5 . 8 9 3 0
s . 9 5 8 2
6 . 0 0 8 0
6 . 0 9 . 2 0
6 .  1 0 6 0
6 .  1 3  1 o
6 . 1 5 8 0
6 . 2 8 4 7

+ 0 . 0 3
+ 0 . 0 2
+ 0 . 0 3
+ 0 .  O 9
+ 0 . 1 3
+ 0 . 3 4
+ O  . 6 2
+ 0 .  5 0
+ 0 .  3 4
+ O . 6 7
+ 0 .  4 1
+ 0 . 6 5
+ 0 . 9 4
+ 0 . 6 9
+ 1 . 1 0
+ 0 . 7 6
+ 1 . 0 0
+ 1 . 0 0
+ L . 2 0
+ 0 . 9 9
+ O . 6 2 -
+ L .  l 4
+ O . 7 4
+ 0 .  7 0
+ O  . : 1 3
+ 0 .  6 3
+ 1 . 1 5
+ 0 . 9 1
+ l  . 5 2
+ O  . 6 2
+ O : 7 7
+ 0 .  5 5
+ 1 . 4 6
+ 1 . 3 5
+ 0 . 8 5
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Frqrru 2.2

Reported and Synthetic Number of Ghildren Ever Born by
Single Year of Age of Women, Ethiopia, 1990 FFS

2 3  2 6  2 7  2 9  3 1  3 3  3 5  9 7  3 9  . 4 1  4 9  4 6  4 7  4 9

Age at Survey

+ Reported -l- Synthetic

2719171 6

G E B
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e a c h  a g e  o f  w o m e n  a r e  c o n s i s t e n t l y  f o w e r  t h a n  t h e  r e p o r t e d  n u m b e r .

a l t h o u g h  t h e  d i f f e r e q c e s  b e t w e e n  r e p o r t e d  a n d  s y n t h e t i c  e s t i m a t e s

a r e  s m a l  I  a t  a d o l e s c e n t  a g e s ,  1 5 - 1 9  y e a r s  b u t  i t  i n c r e a s e s

t h e r e a f t e r  w i t h  a B € :  r l a c h i n e  i t s  h i g h e s t . r t  a g e s  2 9  y e a r s  a n d
i , , . .  .  . . . . ,  .  . 1 . . 1 : . ; .  t .  : , : . . , .  ,  . .  i ,  

. .

a b o v e .  A t  t h e s e  a g e s (  i . e , ,  2 9  y e a r s  a n d  a l o v e ) ' t h e  O i f f e r e n c e s

a r e  a t  l e a s t  o n e  c h i  l d  p e r  w o m a n .  T h e  f  i n d i n g  o f  s y n t h e t  i c  v a . l u e s

l o w e r  t h a n  r e p o r t e d  v a l u e s  c a n  b e  e x p l a i n e d ,  B S  s t a t e d  e a r l i e r ,

e i t h e r  b y  o m i s s i o n s  i n  t h e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  b i r t h s  o r  d e c l i n e  i n

f e r t i l i t y .  S i n c e  t h e  l a t t e r  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a c c e p t  g i v e n  t h e  l o w

c o n t r a c e p t i v e  u s e 3  a n d  u n i v e r s a l  m a r r i a g e l  t h a t  a r e  p r e v a i l i n g  i n

t h e  c o u n t r y r  t h e  f o r m e r  i . e . ,  o m i s s i o n  o f  b i r t h s  m a y  b e . c o n s i d e r e d

m o r e  p l a u s i b l e  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  f i n d i n g  s y n t h e t i c  e s t i m a t e  o f  m e a n

n u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  e v e r  b o r n  a t  e a c h  a g e  l o w e r  t h a n  t h e  r e p o r t e d

n u m b e r s .  T h i s  o m i s s i o n  i n  r e p o r t i n g  o f  b i r t h s  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  o f

m a j o r  c o n c e r n  i n  u r b a n  E t h i o p i a  t h a n  i n  r u r a l  E t h i o p i a .  a s

i n d i c a t e d  b y  g r e a t e r  . d i s p a r i t y  b e t w e e n  s y n t h e t i c  a n d  r e p o r t e d

e s t i m a t e s  o f  m e a n  n u m b e r  o f  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  f o i m e r  t h a n  i n  t h e

l a t t e r  ( s e e  F i g u r e s  2 . 3  a n d  2 . 4 1 .

1 l

O n l y  4 . 0  p e r c e n t  o f  c u r r e n t l y  m a r r i e d
ages  (  15 -49  yea rs  )  we re  rep .o r ted  to
c o n t r a c e p t i o n  i n  1 9 9 0  ( g e e  C h a p t e r  4  o f '

w o m e n  i n  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e
b e  c u r r e n t  l y  p r a c t  i c i n g

t h e  p r e s e n t  r e p o r t  ) .

t l1 t  Acco rd ing  to  1984  Popu la t  i on  &  Hous ing  Census  r  t he re  a r -e  f  ew
p e r s o n s  r e m a i n i n g  u n m a r r i e d  p a s t  t h e  a g e  o f  4 A  y e a r s ,  i n d i c a t i n g
u n i v e r s a l  m a r r i a g e  p a t t e r n .  I  t  i s  n o t  o n l y  t h a t  m a r r i a g e  i s
u n i v e r s a l  b u t  a l s o  b e g i n s  a t  a n  e a r l y  a g e .  T h e  s i n g u l a t e  m e a n  e g e
a t  m a r r i a g e  a s  e s t i m a t e d  f r o m  1 9 8 4  c e n s u s  t u r n e d  o u t  t o  b e  L 7 . 6
y e a r s  f o r  f e m a l e s ' ( C S A ,  1 9 9 1 ) .  I n  a  n o n - : c o n t r a i e p t i v e  s o c i e t y
w h e r e  m a r r i a g e  i s  u n i v e r s a l  a n d  b e g i n s  e a r l y ,  c e t e r i s  p a r i . b u s ,
f e r t i l i t y  i s  l i k e t y  t o  b e  h i e h
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FIGURE 2 .3

Reported and Synthetic Number of Chitdren Ever Born by
Single Year of Age of Women ,Rural Ethiopia, 1990 FFS
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FTGURE 2 .4

Reported and Synthetic Number of Children Ever Born by
Single Year of Age of Women ,Urban Ethiopia, 1990 FFS
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2 . 5  A e e  a t  D e a t h

Exper iences  f rom o the r  su rveys  sugges t  t ha t  i n fan t  dea ths  a re

sub jec t  t o  om iss ion  and  m isp lacemen t  (Go ldman . ,  9_ ! . - .  a l .  r  1979 ;  Thapa

a n d  R e t h e r f o r d ,  t 9 8 2 i  G o b h a j u . ,  e t . a l . ,  1 9 8 ? ) .  D a t a  w i t h  t h e s e

t y p e s  o f  e r r o r s  a r e  l i k e l y  t o  u n d e r - e s t i m a t e  i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y , l a ! e .

o m i s s i o n  o f  i n f a n t  d e a t h  i s  m o r e  s e v e t e  w h i c h  c o u l d  l e a d  t o  b o t h

u n d e r - r e p o r t i n g  o f  b i r t h s  a s  w e l l  a s  i n f a n t  d e a t h s  i n  a  s i t u a t i o n

w h e n  a  c h i l d  d i e d - s o o n  a f t e r  b i r t h  a n d  r e m a i n  u n - r e p o r t e d .

Under - repo r t . i ng  o f  i n fan t  dea th  can  a l so  a r i se  due  to

m i s p l a c e m e n t  o f  a g e  o f  d e a t h s .  E x a m i n a t i o n  o f  s u r v e y  d a t a  o n  a g e

a t  d tea th  i n  rnon ths  f rom o the r  coun t r i es  shows  heap ing  o f  . dea ths  i n

c e r t a i n  m o n t h s .  E t h i o p i a  i s  n o  e x c e p t i o n  t o  i t  T h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n

o f  dea ths  i n  mon ths  fo r  f i r s t  two  yea rs  o f  l . i f e  occu r red  bq fo re  the

s u r v e y  p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b l e  2 . 6  a n d  F i g u r e  2 . 5  r e v e a l s  h e a p i n g s  o f

dea ths  repo r ted  a t  age  12  and  24  wh i l e  a  few  dea ths  were  repo r ted

a t  a g e s  1 1  a n d  2 3 .  T h e r e  i s  \ g ' g  p r i o r i  r e a s o n  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t

o n l y  f e w  d e a t h s  w i l l  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  1 1  a n d  2 3  m o n t h s  w h i l e  t h e s e

w i l l  be  sho t  up  a t  12  and  24  mon ths .  The  heap ings  o f  dea ths  a t  12

and  24  mon ths  were  due  to  m is -p lacemen t  o f  even ts  i . e . ,  some o f  t he

dea ths  wh ich  t ' ook  p lace  be fo re  o r  a f te r  age  t2  and  24  mon ths  were

repo r ted  to  have  taken  p lace  a t  12  and  24  mon ths .  The  m isp lacemen t

, o f  e v e n t s  w i l l  h a v e  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  f i s t o r t i n g  i n f a n t  m o r t a l i t y  r a t e .

Fo r  examp le ,  ch i l d ren  who  have  d ied  a t  10  o r  11  mon ths  bu t  were

repo r ted  to  have  d ied  a t  12  non ths  w i l l  l ead  to  an  under  es . t ima t ion
I

o f  i n fbn t  no r ta l i t y  ra te .  I t ,  t he re fo re ,  ca l l s  fo r  t ak ing  due
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FISJRB 2.5

PERCENT DISTRIBUTION CF DEATHS BY MONTFIS
(Deaths at  'O 'month are not  shown)
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c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  o f  m i s p l a c e m e n t  o f

i n f a n t  m o r t a l  i  t y  r a t e .

a g e  a t  d e a t h  w h i l e  e s t i m a t i n g

T a b l e  2 . 6  P e r c e n t  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  A g e  a t  D e a t h  i n  M o n t h s
.  E t h i o p i a ,  F F S  1 9 9 0

M o n t  h s Number
( w e i g h t e d )

P e p c e n t

0
,1
2
3
4
\
6

8
9

1 0
1 1
L 2
1 3
L 4
1 5
1 6
1 7 .
1 8
L 9
2 0
2 L
? 2
2 3
24

1 , 3 1 3 , 0 4 9
3 4 7  , 9 5 2
2 3 2 , 7  2 L
2 O 3  , 4 3 6
1 1 6 ! 1 8 1
L L 7 , 5 4 9
1 9 9 ! 8 6 4
9 6 . 4 8 8
9 5 , 1 0 0
6"6.) 60.2,'
3 1 . 5 6 6
L O ; 6 7 9

3 2 5  , 3 5 7
8 , 7 3 3

1 0 , 3 4 6
L 2  )  L 5 7

8 , 2 3 L
6 , 4 4 2

6 0  , 4 7 O
4  , 3 2 L
9 , 0 6 0
3 , 0 1 5

636
5 . 1 5 1

4 5 0 . 9 4 7

3 5 . 5
.  8 . 3

6 . 3
5 . 5
3 . 1
3 . 2  .
5 . 4
2 . 6
2 . 6
1 . 8
0 . 9
0 . 3 _  ,
8 . 8
4 . 2
0 . 3
0 . 3
4 . 2
0 . 2 . .
1 . 6
0 . 1
o . 2
0 . 1
0 . 0
0 . 1

L 2 . 2

T o t a l 3 , 6 9 5 , 6 5 5 1 0 0 . 0



CIIAPTER III

CHARJICTERISTICS OF HOUSEHOLD AND INDTVIDUAL SAMPLE

3 . 1  I n t r o d u c t i o n

In this chapter information are provided on sone background

chaiacterist ies of. the FFS sample to enable the readers to plaee

ttre f indings presented in the subseguent chapters in i ls ProPer

persp6ct ive.  These in format ion were co l lected us ing. l lousehold and

Individual Survey OuestiOnnalres. The primarf '  PurPose of the

household enunerationo as stated earl ierr was to identify wonen in

the regroduct ive ages,  15-49 : tears,  who were e l ig ib le  lo t  the

individual interview. In the course of household enumeration some

basic information of al l  persons in each selected household were

col lected.  These inc lude data on 'qge and sex eonposi t ion of  the

population and those on mari.tal status of alf enumerated Persons

aged l0  years and above.  In  the fo l lowing sect ion t3 .2!  we d iscuss

only the data on agelsex conllosition of the population and qomPare

those 'wi th  s imi lar  data co l lected by the 1984 Fgpulat ion and

Housing .Census.

The 1990 FFS has co l lected a wide array of  soc io-economi.6 '

cultural and demographic infornation at household and individual

Ievel for every selected woman using the questionnaire on Household

Socio-economic'Chbracterist ics and that of Woman's Questionnaire

respectively. Some of these characterist ics wit l  be discussed in

sect ion 3.3 .o f  the present  chapter .
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3 .2  Popu la t i on  Charac te r i s t i cs

3 .2 .1  Aee , /Sex  Comoos i t i on  o f  t he  Poou la t i on

Tlhe 1990 FFS enumerated al l  the members of the household,

inc lud ing those away temporar i ly  and v is i tors  present  on the

prev ious n ight r  on a jo in t  defacto and de. iure 'bas is .  Under  defacto

.approach people were counted as the residents of the plac.e l .  i .  e. ,

household l  where they l rere found i .e . ,  s lept  in  the household on

the night prior to the enumeration, while under de.iune approacht

peop le  were  coun ted  i n  the i r  usua l  p lace  o f  res idence  { i . e . ,  t he

place where they have been l iving at least t:or six months

cont inuously l ,  even i f  they were temporar l ly  away.  The 'v is i tors '

present on the night prior to the enumeration were counted in the

house where the:r were found in the case. of defacto and in thdir

usual nrlace of residence in the case of de.iure. Analysis of data

in this chapter and al l  subsequent chapters are based on de.iure

populat ion.

Ttte total l .unweightedl dejure population enunerated in the

1990  FFS were  461489 ;  o f  whom 231035  were  ma les  and  231454  were

femal.es result ing in a sex-ra,t io of 98 males per 100 femalgs.

The overal l  sex-ratio observed in the 1990 FFS was somewha.t Iower

than that of the sex-ratio noted in the 1984 Population and Housing

Censusr  which was 10O.t i .  The average household s ize repor ted in  the

1990 FFS was higher compared to that obtai.ned in the 1984

Population Census result.  These f igures reported by 199O FFS and
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1984  Census  were  5 .1  and  4 ,8  respec t i ve l y .  Be t te r  coun t  i n  t he

survey than in  the census.  may expla in th is  f ind ing of  h igher

average farn i l :e  s ize in  the formeir  than in  the la t ter '

Age data are /ve/Fy important not only for demographic analysis

but also forc o'qrylt i  and economic planningl of a country. The

perspect ive p lanning:  o f  a  country ,  to  large extent ,  . is  based on

the present  and fu ture age.  d is t r ibut ion of  the populat ion.  Given

the many and varied use of age datap information regarding age has

been one of the core i tems canvassed in most censuses and surveYs:

and a lso in  the 1990 Fami ly  a1d 
_Eer t i l i ty  

Survey.  Table 3.1 shows

the d is t r ibut i -on of  the d i . i r r t "  rqOpulat ion of  1990 FFS wi th  the

corresponding census. results for conpaqison. The patte:rn of age

dis t r ibut ion obta ined by 1990 FFS and f98U census c losely  resembles

each other  ( .see Table 3.1. l .  Both show a pat tern of  age

dis t r ibut ion,  wi th  a large propor t ion of  ch i ldren under  15 l rears

and a very smal l  propor t ion of  e lder ly  pe isons.  This  is  the

typical age strubture of the population of a developing country

character ised by h igh fer t i l i ty  and dect ing but  h igh morta l i ty .

The young a;ge structure of the population is vividly depicted in

the population pyranid. gresented in Figiure 3.1," Children under 15

accounted for 50 aqd qit i lercent of the population enumerated b5,: the

1990 FFS & 1984 Censugl re ipect ive ly ,  whi le  the e lder ly  Populat ion
t

t i5 years and ab6ve acco\nted for ? and t i  percent of the Populat ion

enunerated by.,1984 Census and 1990 FFS..
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Tab le  3 .1  Pe rcen tase

Population by Age

D is t r i bu t i on

and Sexr  1984

Enumerated IDEJUREI

and 1990 FFS.

of the.

Census

Distribution of

4ge
Group

0-4

5-9

10-14

15-19

2O:24

25-29

30-34

35-39

4A-44

18 .  7

18 .  ?

L2.4

8 . 1

5 . 9

5 . 3

5 . L

5 . 3

4 . 4

L7 .7

1 7 . 5

1 5 . 0

1 0 . 4

5 . 5

2 . 4

4 . 4

4 . 8

4 . 2

1 8 . 4

1 ? .  1

1 1 . 0

8 . 0

6 . 5

? . 0

6 . 5

5 . 6

4 . 6

16 .  4

1 ? . 4

1 6 . 3

L l .

6 . 3

4 . 1

6 . 3

5 . 2

3 . 5

1 8 . 5

1 7 . 9

1 1 .  7

8 . 0

6 . 2

6 . 1

5 . 9

5 . 5

4 ; 5

1990

1? :o

l ? . 5  
'

1 5 . 6

9 . 2

5 . 9

3 . 2

5 . 3

5 . 0

3 . 9

Males I Fenales

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65+

3 . 5

3 . 1
't.2

2 . 4  .
5 . 0

'1.7

2 . 9

2 . 4

2 . 3

6 . 8

3 . 1

3 . 5

1 . 9

2 . 5

4 . 4

2 . 5

3 . 6

2 ; 7

2 . 2

5 . 4

3 . 3

3 . 3

2 . 0

2 . 4

{ . 8

3 . I

3 . 2

2 . 6

2 . 3

6 . 2

Total lU'.O 100.0 100.o 100.0 100.0 100.0

. Although the pattern of age/sex distr ibution of the population

obtained by the 1990 FFS and 1984 Population Census i.s the saEe,

there are:some dlft 'erences between the two distr ibutions. The nain

di ' f ference between the two distr ibutions is that the 1990 FFS

enumerated fewer children under 1O particularly those under 4 than

the 1984 Census while the former over counted the adolescents (10-

19 yearsl part icularly the early. adolescents (10-14 yearsl than the
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3 . 2 . 2

l a t t e r .  F o r  e x a m p l e .  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  1 0  a n d  a d o l e s c e n t s  a g e d  1 0 - 1 9

y e a r s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  3 6 . 4  a n d  L 9 . 7 O  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n

e n u m e r a t e d  b y  1 9 8 4  C e n s u s .  T h e . c o r r e s p o n d i n g  f i g u r e s  f r o m  t h e  1 9 9 0

F F S  w e r e  3 4 . 5 0  a n d  2 4 . 8 O  p e r c e n t  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

T h e  d e p e n d e n c y  r a t i o ,  d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  r a t i o  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n

aeed  0 -14  and  60  l rea rs  and  above  to  the  popu la t i on  o f  work ing  ages

15-59 .  i s  f ound  to  be  L29  and  t24  . i n  t he  1990  FFS and  1984  Census

r e s p e c t  i v e  1 y .

/

A e e l S e x  D i s t r i b u t i o n  b v  P I a c e  o f  R e s i d e n c e

T h e  p e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  d e j u r e  p o p u l a t i o n  b y  b r o a d

age  g roup  and  p lace  o f  res idence  ( ru ra l .  Add is  Ababa  and  o the r

u r b a n  c e n t e r s )  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b l e  3 . 2 .

T a b l e  3 . 2  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  D E J U R E  P o p u l a t i o n  , b y  B r o a d  A g e
G r o u p s .  S e x  a n d  P l a c e  o f  R e s i d e n c e r  1 9 9 0  F F S

I t  m a y  b e  o b s e r v e d . f r o m  t h e  d a t a  i n  t h e  t a b l e  t h a t  t h e  a g e

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  r u r a l .  A d d i s  A b a b a  ( c a p i t a l  c i t y )  a n d  o t h e r

u rban  a reas .  j a r t i cu la r l y  t hose  o f  ru ra l  and  o the r  u rban  a reas .  a fe

a lmos t  t he  same excep t  f o r  t he  ch i l d ren  be low  10  yea rs  and  those  a t

Broad
Age
Group

Place of Residence

Rrral Addis Ababa Other Urban TotaI

Male I Fenale l{ale l.Female Male I Female !,tale I Fenale

0-9
LO-24
25-59
6Oi

3 5 . 9
3 0 . 3
26.8
7 . O

34.9
29.6
30 .0
s . 5

26.6
37.2
30.6
5 . 5

23.1
4L.6
30 .6
4 . 7

32.7
34.2
27 .O
6 . L

28.6
3 s . 9
28.9
6 . 6

35.2  33 .8
30.9 30.7
24.8 27.9
9 . 1  7 . 6

Total 100.0 tr00.0 ' 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
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ado lescent  and ] roUng adu l t  ages  ILA-24 years l .  Ch i td ren  under  10

years  fo rm a  h igher  p ropor t ion  in  the  ru ra l  a reas ,  compared to

Add is  Ababa,  the  cap i ta l  c i t : r ,  and o ther  u rban areas .  The

propor t ion  o f  ch i ld ren  be low 10 : /ears  in  the  to ta l  popu la t ion

cons t i . tu tes  the  lowest  in  Add is  Ababa fo l lowed b ; r  o ther  u rban

centers .  On the  o the i  hand,  pe fsons  in  the  ado lescent  and young

a d u l t  a g e s  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  A d d i s  A b a b a  f o l l o w e d  b y  o t h e r

urban centers  and ru ra l  a reas .  Var ious  reasons  cou ld  be  adduced to

e x p l a i n  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  a g e  s t r u c t u r e  b y  p l a c e  o f  r e s i d e n c e . '

The f ind ing  o f  a  lower  p ropor t ion  o f  ch i ld ren  in  Add is  Ababa and

other  u rban centers ,  par t i cu la r ly  the  foqmer  than in  the  ru ra l

a reasr  In&I  resu l t  f rom lower  fe r t i l i t y  in  the  urban areas ,

par t i cu la r ly  Add is  Ababa.  The f ind ing  o f  a  h igher  p ropor t ion  o f

adolescents and young adults in Addis Ababa and other urban

centers r  par t i cu la r ly  the  fo rmer  than in  the  ru ra l  popu la t ion ,  may

be attr ibuted to the exodus of people in the adolescent and young

adu l t  ages  f rom the  ru ra l  to  the  urban areas ,  gar t i cu la r ly  Add is

A b a b a  i n  s e a r c h  o f  . i o b s ,  p u r s u i n g  e d u c a t i o n . / t r a i n i n g r  . . .  e t c .  T h e
:

propor t ion  o f  persons  in  the  work ing  a ,ge  groups  par t i cu la r l j '  i n ' the

adu l t  ages  (25-59)  a re  about  even ly  d is t r ibu ted  be tween p laces  o f

Addis Ababares idence except ing  tha t  th is  p ropor t ion  fo r  ma les  in

is higher than the corresponding proport ion in rural  and other

urban areas .  Th is  cou ld  s t l l l  be  a t t r ibu ted  to .  h igher  exodus o t '

adult  males from rural  and other urban centers to Addis.  Ababa in

search of emgloyment.and pursuing higher educat ion..  I t  should .be

further noted here that the proport ion of adqlescents and ypung

adults (  10-24 yearsf are not only higher in Addis .Ababa and other
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urban eenters  compared to  ru ra l  a reas  bu t  a lso  th is  p ropor t ion  is

h igher  fo r  females  than males ,  ind ica t ing  predomiq lance o f  females

among miglrants i -nto urban areas; These f  indings -are also

eons is ten t  w i th  those repor ted  in  1984 Census .

3 . 2 . 3  S e x  R a t i o :  G e n e r a l  P a t t e r n

In  normal  c i rcunstances,  the overa l l  sex rat io  is  expected to

be 1OO. Evidence suggests that  a t  b i r th  there are more males than

females which wi l l  produce a sex rat io  at  b i r th  of  over  100.  This

wi l l t  howeverr  cancel  out  as the age advances.  At  h igher  ages

males tend to die more frequently than femal-es which wil l  produce

a sqx rat io  be low 100.  As a resul t ,  the overa l l  sex-rat io  is

expected to  be l0O.  The data co l lected b: r  1990 Fani ly  and

Fer t i l i ty  Survey y ie fded a sex-rat io  of  98.2 for  the country  as a

whole,  ind icat ing a s l ight  excess of  females.  A l though for  rura l

a reas ,  t he re  shows  a  s l i gh t  excess  o f  ma les  (100 .3 t .  Subs tan t i a l

def ic i t  o f  males is  a lso not iced in  Addis  Ababa { .85.5!  and other

u rban  a reas  (84 .81  ( see  Tab le  3 .31 .  The  l ower  sex  ra t i o  f o r  u rban

areas could be due to female dominated migrants into urban areas.

The sex rat ios repor ted in  the 1990 Fani ly  and Fer t i l i ty  Survey

s l ight ly  d i f fer  f rom those repor ted in  1984 census,  par t icu lar ly  in

terns of  overa l l  sex rat io .  Unl ike the 1990 FFS,  the 1984 Census

repor ted a sex rat io  of  l i t t le  over  100 ( l00. t i l  for  the country  as

a whole. Except, for this departure the pattern of sex rati-o is

observed to be the same for 1990 FFS and 1984 Census in rural '

Addis Ababa and other urban areas, although the magnitude of sex
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r a t i o  v a r i e d  b y  s o u r c e s  ( s e e  T a b l e  3 . 3 ) .  T h e  e x p e c t e d  p a t t e r n  o f

s e x  r a t i o  a t  b i r t h  ( i . e . ,  s l i g h t  e x c e s s  o f  m a l e s  o v e r  f e m a l e s )  i s

c o n f i r m e d  b 5 '  d a t a  o b t a i n e d  b y  b o t h  s o u r c e s  ( c e n s u s  a n d  s u r v e y l

except ing  the  ra t io  repor ted  in  Add is  Ababa by  1990 FFS.

T a b l e  3 . 3 S e x - r a t i o  o f  T o t a l  P o p u l a t i o n  a n d  S e x - r a t i o  o f  C h i l d r e n
Undet '  One Year  f rom 1990 FFS and 1984 Census  bv  P lace  o f
Residen/e

Sex- ra t io
Res idence

E t h i o p i a

Rural

Addis Ababa

Other  Urban Areas

Urban

E t h i o p i a

RuraI

Addis Ababa

Other  Urban Areas

Urban

3 . 2 . 4

T a b l e  3 . 4  a n d  F i g u r e  3 . 2

group and rural./urban areas.

decrease f rom high to  low wi th

Sex- ia t io  Under  One Year

Census

1 0 0 .  6

1 0 2 .  3

9 2 . 8

9 2 . 8

8 8 , 2

1 0 2 . 1

1 0 2 . 3

1 0 7 . 1

1 0 1 . 0

1 0 1 . 0

rat ios by f ive vear  age-

s i t ua t i on  sex  ra t i o  w i l l

age in  populat ions which

I
i  1 g e o  F F S
i

9 8 . 2

1 0 0 .  3

8 5 . 5

8 4  . 5

8 5 . 0 6

1 0 5 . 4

1 0 5 . 7

9 Q . 2

1 0 7 . 4

1 0 1 . 9

present  sex

In nornal

increasing

Overa l l  Sex  ra t io
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T a b l e  3 . 4  S e x  R a t i o  o f  A d d i s  A b a b a .  O t h e r  U r b a n .  R u r a l  a n d  T o t a l

P o p u l a t i o n .  1 9 9 0  F F S .

Age Group

P l a c e  o f  R e s i d e n c e

A d d i s  A b a b a Other  Urban R u r a l T o t a l

Under
L - 4
5 - 9
1 0 -  1 4
1 5 -  1 9
20-24
25-29
3 0 - 3 4
3  5 - 3 9
40-44
45-49
5 0 - 5 4
5 5 - s 9
60-64
6 5 - 6 9
7 0 +

7 8 . 2 "
1 0 0 . 3

9 9 . 9
7 2 .  t
9 2  . 4
6 3 . 7
5 7  . 0
7 5 . 9
9 9  . 6

1 3 5 . 8
1 5 8 . 0

5 3 . 4
6 8 . 7

L t 6 . 2
8 8 . 6
9 9 . 0

1 0 1 . 6
1 O 2 . 5

9 3 .  1
8 6 . 7
7  6 . 4
7 3 . 2
6 4 .  I
5 8 .  1
7 3 . 8

t 2 3 . O
t 5 7 . 2

6 1 . 8
7 9 . 7
6 7  . 4
7 7  . 6
8 5  . 0

1 0 5 . 8
t o 7 . L

9 9 . 9
9 1 . 8

1 3 6 . 5
8 9 . 4
7  4 . 8
6 8 . 8
9 3 . 2

1 1 8 . 3
t 4 L . t

8 0 . 9
8 9 . 4

1 0 5 . 5
1 3 9  . 7
1 4 9 . 5

1 0 4 . 8
L O 6  . 6
9 8 . 9
9 0 .  1

L 2 5  . 4
8 6 . 3
7 2 , 9
6 8 .  3
9 1  . 8

1 1 9 . 5
1 4 3 .  1

7 7 . 8
8 7  . 6

L O z . 7
1 3 0 . 6
L 3 9 . 2

To ta l  FFS 8 5 . 5 8 4 . 8 1 0 0 , 3 9 8 . 2

1984  Census 9 2 . 8 8 5 . 3 1 O 2 . 7 1 0 0 . 6

h a v e  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  m i g r a t i o n  ( S h r y r o c k  a n d  S i e g e l .

t g 7 3 :  1 0 5 - 1 1 0 ) .  H o w e v e r !  t h i s  i s  n c i t  s u p p o r t e d  b y  d a t a  c o l l e c t e d

b f i  1 9 9 0  F F S  w h i c h  s h o w s  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  s e x - r a t i o s  b y

a g e  g r o u p s  ( s e e  T a b l e  3 . 4 ) .  T h e  s e x  r a t i o s  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  r e v e a l

e x c e s s  o f  m a l e s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  a g e  g r o u p s  i . e . r  u n d e r  I  a n d  1 - 4  y e a r s

and  a l so  i n  t he  l a te  ado lescen t  (  15 - . f  9  yea rs  )  age  g roup .  However ,

t h e  s e x  r a t i o s  a r e  l o w e r  t h a n  1 0 0  ( i n d i c a t i n g  d e f i c i t  o f  m a l e s )  i n

t h e  a g e - g r o u p  5 - 9  y e a r s  a r t d  a l s o  i n  e a r l y  a d o l e s c e n t  ( 1 0 - 1 4  y e a r s ) '

y o u n g  a d u l t  a n d  e a r l y  m i d d l e  a g e s  ( i . e . '  f r o m  2 0 - 2 4  t o  3 5 - 3 9

53
u . a



FIGURE 3.2 SEX RATIO OF ADDIS ABABA, OTHER URBAN,
BURAL AND TOTAL POPULATION
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rea rs ) .  S in i l a r l y ,  t he  se r . ra l i os  a re  l ower  than  r00  i n  t he  age

groups  50 -54  and  55 -59  yea rs .  I n  t he  rema in ing  ages  i . e . ,  i n  t he

early and late fort ies and in t.he ages 60 years and above, the

rat ios are over  lOO ind icat ing excess of  males.  In  the urban

areasr  whether  th is  is  in  Addis  Ababa or  other  urban centers,  the

data reveal  excess of  females over  males in  most  of  the aee groups

except  for  the age-groups 40-44 and 45-49,  and in  ear ly  age-groups

lunder  I  and 1-4 years )  in  other  urban areas and in  age-groups 1-4

and 60-64 years in  Addis  Ababa,  where there is  excess of  males

over females. The lower sex ratios for urban areas have to be

explained largely by the higher proport ion of females among the

migrants ' in to urban areas.  On the other  hand,  the f ind ing of

markedly  low rat io  in  the young adul t  and ear ly  n idd le ages l2O-24

to 35-39 yearst nay be attr ibuted to exeess male mortal i ty and./or

heavy exodus of males f,rom these age groups due to war that was

prevail ing in the country for over the last 15 years. Some of '

these det ' ic i ts  could.a lso resul t  f rom mis-repor t ing of  ages of

males of young adult ages to avoid conscript ion in the arny. The

fratr icidal war that was pravail ing in the eountry not only took

heavy tol l  of l i fe of young men but also forced them to f lee away

from the country  to  avoid mi l i tary  conscr ip t ion.  The excess of

t 'emales in the absolute majority of the age-groups in urban areas

and deficit  of males in the young adult and early mlddte ages in

rural areas observed in 1990 FFS were also reported in the 1984

Census lsee Nat ional  Analy t ica l  Repor t ,  CSA .Lg91l .
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3 . 3 Charac ter is t i cs  o f  the  Ind iv idua l  Sample

Th is  sec t ion  prov ldes  some key  soc io -economic  and demograph ic

charac ter is t i cs  o f  the  respondents  o f  1990 FFS.  The backg ' round

charac ter is t i cs  o f  women are  c lose ly  assoc i -a ted  w i th  the i r

fe r t i l i t y  per fo rmance,  cont racept ive  user  b reas t - feed ing  prac t ices

a n d  c h a n c e ' s  o f  c h i l d  s u r v i v a l  , . . .  e t c .  F o r  e x a m p l e r  6 9 e  a n d

d u r a t i o n  o f  m a r r i a g e  a r e  p o s i t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  f e r t i l i t y .  T h e

h ig 'her  the  age o f  women,  the  h igher  the  fe r t i f i t t .  Age a t  mar r iage

i s  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  n e g a t i v e l y  r e l a t e d  t o  f e r t i l i t y .  S i n i l a r l . r r ,  a

woman 's  exposure  to  fo rmal  educat ion  is  l i ke l : r  to  have a  pro found

ef fec t  on  her  cont racept ive  use ,  fe r t i l i t y  per fo rmance and chances

of  surv iva l  o f  her  ch i ld ren .  Females  par t i c ipa t ion  in  labour  fo rce

is  expec ted  to  have a  depress ing  e f fec t  on  her  fe r t i l i t y  behav iour .

L ikewise .  cu l tu ra l  iden t i t y  o f  a  noman,  such as  re l ig ion  and e thn ic

or ig in t  i s  l i ke ly  to  have a  bear ing  on  var ious  aspec ts  o f  l i fe

inc lud ing  reproduc t ive  behav iour .  I t  i s ,  there fore '  o f  paramount

importance to study the background variables regarding the women

covered in  th is  s t ,udy .

The 1990 Fani ly and Fert i l i ty Survey had co.f lected a wide

range of socio-economic, cul tural  and demographic information about

each selected woman and her household using l roman's quest ionnaire

and ques t ionna i re  on  househo ld 's  soc io -economic  charac ter is t i cs .

Some o f  these charac ter is t i cs  w i l l  be  d iscussed 'here .  We inc lude

here only those character ist ics which are often discussed in

var ious  chapters  o f  th is  repor t .  The se lec t ion  o f  these
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c h a r a c . t e r i s t i c s  a r e  b a s e d  o n  t h e  c r i t e r i a  o f  .  t h e i r  b r o a d

descr ip t i ve  va lue ,  the i r  re levance to  po l  i c - ' ' r  f  o rmula t ions  and

expected  bear ings  on  demoeraph ic  ou tcomes.  The key  soc io -economic

and demograph ic  var iab les  examined here  inc lude age:  educat ion  o f

r e s p o n d e n t ,  e d u c a t i o n  o f  r e s p o n d e n t t s  h u s b a n d ,  l a b o u r  f o r c e

p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  o c c u p a t i o n .  r e l i g i o n  a n d  e t h n i c i t y r . . .  e t c .  T h e s e

are  presented  b f '  th ree  ma. io r  a reas  o f  res idence (  Add is  Ababa,

C a p i t a l  c i t y '  O t h e r  U r b a n  A r e a s  a n d  R u r a l  l .  T h e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f

the  s tudy  popu la t ion  examined here  are  a lso  compared w i th  those o f

the  na t iona l  popu la t ion  da ta  p rov ided by  1984 Popu la t ion  and

H o u s i n g  C e n s u s .  A  c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h i s  k i n d  w i I I  g i v e  u s  a n  i d e a  h o w

far  the  sample  popu la t ion  represent  the  na t iona l  popu la t ion .

3 . 3 . 1  A e e  D i s t r i b u t i o n

The age d is t r ibu t ion  o f  the  women who were  in te rav iewed dur ing

the survey showed a typical  pattern observed in a rapidly growing

p o p u l a t i o n  ( T a b l e  3 . 5 1 .  T h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  a  l a r g e

propor t ion  jn  the  lower  age groups  and a  decreas ing  propor t ion  as

age advances . Each success ive  aEe group showed a  smal le r

propor t ion  o f  women except  in  the  age-group 30-34,  wh ich  showed a

s l igh t ly  la rger  number  compared to  those in  the  25-29 : rear  age

range in  ru ra l  a reas .  I t  i s  to  be  a lso  no ted  tha t  there  is  no

marked d i f fe rence in  the  age d is t r ibu t ions  be tween res ident ia l

ca tegor ies ,  except ing  tha t  in  the  urban areas  there  are

propor t ionate ly  more  women in  the  ado lescent  ages  (  15-19  years  )

than in  the  ru ra l  a reas .  Whi le  in  the  ear ly  midd le  1 .25-34 years )
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a n d  h i g h e r  a g e s  t 4 0 - 4 9  y e a r s )  t h e r e  a r e  p r o p o r t i o n a t e , l y  m o r e  w o m e n

i n  r u r a l  t h a n  i n  u r b a n  a r e a s .  T h e  f i n d i n g  o f  h i € h e r  p r o p o r t i o n  o f

women in  the  ado lescer i t  ages  {  15-19  )  in  u rban than in  ru ra l  a reas

may be  a t t r ibu ted  to  migra t ion  o f  young women f rom the  la t te r  to

t h e  f o r m e r .

T a b l e  3 . 5  P e r c e n t a e e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  W o m e n  A g e d  1 5 - 4 9  b v  A € e

Group and P lace  o f  Res idence.  1990 FFS.

I
! Age Group Rural Total

15-  r9

2A-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-4C

20.0

1 6 .  5

1 t t . 6

1 n .  9

13.  t t

9 . 5

6 . 9

2 7  . O

1 9 .  4

1 4 .  I

1 3 .  4

1 2 . 8

7 . r
5 . 4

3 0 . 0

1 4 . 4

1 4 . 8

1 4 . 0

1 3 . 8

7 . 7

5 . 3

2 r . 0

1 6 .  5

1 6 . 3

1 6 .  4

1 3 .  7

9 . 1

7 . 7
t t t !

Addis Ababa

3 . 3 . 2  S o c i o - e c o n o m i c  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s

S o c i o - e c o n o m i c  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n t e r v i e w e d

women in  the  reproduc t ive  ages  (15-49 years )  a re  p resented  in  Tab le

3 . t i .  T h e  d a t a  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  b y  p l a c e  o f  m a j o r  r e s i d e n t i a l  a r e a s :

ru ra l ;  u rban;  Add is  Ababa,  o ther  u rban areas  and fo r  the  count ry  as

a  w h o l e .  O u t  o f  8 7 5 ?  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n t e r v i e w e d  w o m e n r  8 4 . 8  p e r c e n t
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o r i g i n a t e d  f r o m  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s  w h i l e  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  1 5 . 2  p e r c e n t

w e r e  f r o m  t h e  u r b a n  a r e a s .  A d d i s  A b a b a  a n d  ' o t h e r  u r b a n  a r e a s '

a c c o u n t e d  f o r  6 . 1  a n d  9 . 1  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l l y  i n t e r v i e w e d

women.  The pa t te rn  o f  ru ra l -u rban d is t r ibu t ion  o f  the  s tud ; r

popu la t ion  appears  to  be  in  accord  w i th  the  ru ra l /u rban

d is t r ibu t ion  o f  the  na t iona l  female  popu la t ion  in  reproduc t ive  ages

repor ted  in  the  1984 census ,  a l though the  component  o f  the  ru ra l

p o p u l a t i o n  i s  h i g h e r  i n  t h e  f o r m e r  t h a n  i n  t h e  l a t t e r .  I n  o t h e r -

wordsr  ru ra l  female  popu la t ion  is  s l igh t fy  over - represented  in  the

t

sanp le t .

As expec ted ,  the  overwhe ln ing  major i t5 '  185% , l  o f  the

r e s p o n d e n t s  a r e  i l l i t e r a t e .  O n l y  a  s m a l l  m i n o r i t y  (  f 5 % !  o f  t h e m

a r e  l i t e r a t e  ( . i . e . ,  t h i s  p r o p o r t i o n  i n c l u d e s  t h o s e  w h o  h a d

comple ted  fo rmal  educat ion  o f  g rade s ix  and above inc lud ing  those

sho had eomple ted  some fo rmal  educat ion  l . Iess  than grade s ix )  o r

attended non-formal educat ion programmes and were ,able to read and

wr i te  a  le t te r  o r  s imp le  s ta tement  in  any  language eas i l y l .  There

shows a  s t r i k ing  d i f fe rence in  leve l  o f  educat ion  be tween ru ra l  and

urban respondents .  The ma. io r i t y  \59 .4%)  o f  the  urban women are

l i t e r a t e  w h i l e  t h e  a b s o l u t e  m a j o r i t y  l . g z . g % l  o f  t h e  r u r a l  w o m e n  a r e

i l l i t e r a t e .  A s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  a  p r i o r  e x p e c t a t i o n ,  t h e  a b s o l u t e

m a j o r i t y  l . 7 L , O % l  o f  t h e  r e s p o n d e n t s  f r o m  c a p i t a l  c i t y ,  A d d i s  A b a b a ,

Accord ing to  1984 census,  the female populat ion at  repqoduct ive
age groups ( f5-491 in  the iura l  areas accounted for  84 percent
of  the to ta l . fenale populat ion enumeratbd at  these age groups.
The corresponding proport ion in the sahple was 85 percent.
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T a b l e  3 . 6  D i s t r i . b u t i o n  o f  t h e  R e s p o n d e n t s  R c c o r d i n g  t o  S o m e
S e l e c t e d  B a c k e r o u n d  C h a r a c t e r i s t  i c s  b y  R u r a l / U r b a n
R e s i d e n c e ,  F F S  1 9 9 0  ( P e r c e n t a g e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  a n d  N u m b e r
o f  Women)

Literacv Status (Respondent )

TotaI 1 0 0 . 0 100 .0
(so4es03) (9os33s)

Educational Attainnent (Respondent )

I  I  I  i terate

Li terate

Not Stated

Prinary

( 1-6 grade)

Junior Secondary

(7-8 grade)

Senior Secondary

(9-L2 grade)

University and

higher

Non-Fornal Education

I  I  I  i terate

Not Stated

92 .9
(4690998 )

1 . 1
( 357363 )

0 . 0
(.1.1421

40.6
(.367594\

5 9 . 4
(s37741 )

28.8
(  10381 1 )

7 1  . 2
( 2s68s4 )

1 0 0 . 0
( 36066s )

48.4
( 263783 )

5 1 . 6
(280887)

8 5 . 0
( s05Bse2 )
1 5  . 0
(89s104 )

0 . 0
(\IL42\

6 . 3

(3741941

3 . 2

( 1eos04)

4 . 3

( 254581 )

0 . 3

( 16e6s )

1 . 0

( s8860 )

84.9

(s058se2)

0 . 0

(.1t42)

100 .0  100 .0
(s44670) (ses4838)

3 . 8  2 0 . 0

(Le36O7 ) ( 180s87)

1 3 . 0

(  1  18187 )

2 2 . 9

(.2O73291

1 . 5

(  13738)

2 . 4

(  17e00)

4Q;6

(367se4)

L . 4

(72317 |

0 . 9

(47252\

0 . 1

(3227\

0 . 8

(40e60 )

9 2 . 9

(4690ee8)

0 . 0

(1142\

20.o

(720861

12.9

(46683 )

3 3 .  1

( 11e26O)

3 . 4

(L24O7',!

1 . 8

(6418  )

2 8 . 8

(  103811 )

1 9 . 9

( 108s01 )

1 3 .  I

(71s04)

t6.2

(8806e)

o . 2

(  1331  )

2 . 1

(  114S2)

48 .4

(263783)

Character ist  ics

Residence

RuraI Urban Addis
Ababa

Other
Urban

Total

100 .0  100 .0

(so4eso3) (9os33s)
100.o

(36066s)

100 .0  100 .0

(s44670) (s9s4838)
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Tab le  3 .6  (Contd .  I

Characteristics

Husband's Education

I l l i terate

Literate

Not Stated

Prinary {1-6 grade)

Junior Secondary

(?-B Srade!

[igher Secondary

1,9-12 gradel

Universit-v/Higher

I  l l i terate

Non-formal

Not Stated

Residence

7 5 .  6

(.327

24.4

(  105455

0 . 0

{ 7 8 0 1

100 .0

\4$A42

1 0 . 7

(  461355

2 , 4

( 102432

L . 7

( ?48e2 I

0 . 1

t4720l

7 5 .  6

t327

9 . 5

(.4111_57

0 . 0

( ? 8 0 t

100 .0

{.433042

2 7 . 7

( 160030 r

72 .2

(416601  |

0 . 1

53ri I

100 .0

( 5 7 7 1 6 7 1

26,7

( .153e99 )

9 . 5

( 5480ri I

L 9 . 9

( 114804 )

5 . 6

t324221

2 7  , 7

( 160030 )

1 0 . 5

(605?0!

0 . 1

(  536

1 9 .  4

( 3e886 I

80. tt

(  165S55 l

2 6 . 8

(551 .141

9 . 2

( r.8ee0l

24.6

(  50537 !

9 . 5

( 1e633!

1 9 .  4

{ 39886 !

1 0 . 5

( .215811

32.4

(  1 2 0 1 4 4  )

6 7 . 5

(2507 46',!

0 . 1

( 5 3 6 1

Total

7 0 . 0

(  3435120 )

3 0 . 0

( .1471156  )

0. { )

( 13r.6 I

100 .0  100 .0

120574L1 (3714261

100.  o

( 4907592 |

L Z . 5

(  615354 t

3 . 2

(  157238 !

3 . 9

{ 189696 I

0 . 8

1.37L42',!

? 0 . 0

t3435119 I

9 . 6

t47t7:e7 |

0 . 0

(  1316 I

26.6

( e8885 )

9 . 6

(  35816 I

1 7  . 3

1642267 |

3 . 4

( 12789 I

32.4

(  120144 l

1 0 .  5

( 3898e i

0 . 1

(  536

Urban I Addis Other
Urban

100 .0  100 .0  100 .0  100 .0

i  (5??16?!  ( .205?411 (3?14261 (4e0?5s2i
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T a b l e  3 . t i  ( C o n t d . l

Characteristics Rural

Ethnici tv

Anara

Orono

Tigre

Kenbata

Welayta

Sidana

Gurage

AEew

Gedeo

Itadi:ra

Bencho

Keffa

Sonali

Danete

zo.4
(  102?906 )

42 .L

(  z lz?690 I

0 . 5

t  258e2 I

3 . 5
.
(  1?4702 t

3 . 6

(  180738 !

5 . 8

( 2e5420 )

6 . 6

( 334098 )

1 . 0

( 52296 I

2 . 5

1L25432!

4 . 5

( 2 2 5 , 3 7 5 )

1 , 2

(  6357? )

1 . 3

( n3922 l

0 . 4

(2015?  !

0 . 6

(3r74si

52.9

(478?98  I

21.3

t  192431 I

5 , 2

i  46701 I

0 . 5

( 466ri )

2 , 4

(  216e3 !

0 . 6

(  5523 i

10 .  0

( e0373 I

1 . 9

( 17093 I

(410 i

( 4 1 1 )

L . 2

( r.056e l

1 . 3

(  120?5 I

0 . ?

(  6551 i

56 .2

( 202856 I

1 9 .  5

(  7042U I

1 0 . 0

(  360r6 I

0 . 5

(  18??  I

0 . 5

(  1743  I

10 .  6

(3825? r

0 . 1

(240 )

Other
Urban

5 0 . 6

\275942!

2 2 . 4

(  lzz tJ l1 l

2 . 4

( 106U5 r

0 . 5

(278e !

3 . 7

(  19e50 |

1 . 0

i  5523 )

9 . 6

( 52r.16 !

3 . 1

( 16853 !

(4101

( 4 1 1 1

1 . 9

(  1o56ei

2 . 2

( 12075 !

t . 2

(655r  I

I Total
i

25.3

t  150n703 1

3 9 . 0

\z\;ztJrzll

1 , 2

(  ?2593 I

3 . 0

(  179368 l

3 . 4

t242432',!

5 . 0

( 300e43 )

7 . L

.(.42447L',

L . 2

( 69389 I

2 . 1

( 125842 |

3 . 8

1225786!

1 . 1

(n357? l

1 . 3

(  74491 |

0 . 5

132232!

0 . 6

( 382ee!



a b l e  3 . 6  { C o n t d .

Characteristics Rural Urban Addis
Ababa

Other
Urban

Total

Dorze

Others

Not Stated

1 . 8
(er2t4l

(2t821
3 . 9

(te72s6l
o . 2

(e8e8)

0 . 0
(382)
0 . 4

( 34s3 )
1 . 4

(t268t',1
4 . 2

( 1s2s )

1 . 5
(e1s96)
1 . 0

(s63s )
3 . 5

{2O9e37 |
0 . 2

(rL423l

1 . ;
(34s3)
1 . 4

(s188)
o . 2

(61s)

(382)

1 . 4
(7493',|
o . 2

(e10)

Tota l  100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(s04es03) (e0s33s) (36066s) (.s44670) (ses4838)

66 .3
(39474761
5 2 . 8
3r432s9l.
1 0 . 8
(6437e8)
2 . 7

( 1604le)
2 7 . 6
$6424A71
3 . 0

(.t77796\
4 . 2

(  141s1)

2 . 9
( 1714s4 )

( 1ss4)

93.2
(.336244)
87 .2
(3144431
4 " 6

(16604)
L , 4

(s1e7)
6 . 2

(2247tI

0 . 1
(s1s)

0 . 3
(11181

( 3 1 7 )

Relieion
Christian
(Total )
Christian
(Orthodox)
Christian
(.Protestant l
Cliristian (Others)

l,lusl im

Animist/
Traditional
Atheist

Other religion

Not Stated

62.7
(3r66s87)
47 .7
(.2409667'
L 2 . t
(.6L27gtl.
2 . 9

(t44rzel
30.  1
( 1s21se0)
3 . 5

( 1?738s)
0 . 3

( 13636)

3 . 3
( 16e069)

(12371

86 .3
(78088e)
8 1 . 0 3
(.733se21
3 . 4

( 31007 )
1 . 8

(t62eol
1 3 . 4
(  120818)

( 4 1 1 )

(s ls )
0 . 3

(238s)

(317 )

8 1  . 6
(4446451
7 7 . 4
(419r491
2 . 6

( 14403)
2 . 0

(  110e3)
1 8 . 1
(e83471
0 . 1

,nt:,

4 . 2
(12671

Total 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
(s04eso3) (e0s33s) (36066s) (s44670) (ses4838)

5 1 .  r
(30420621

48.9
(29LLaLOl

( 1s66)

4512
(162e01)

54.6
(1e68s0)

(et+1

37.O
(2or46sl
63.0
(34320s)

Mieration Status

Non-l{igrants

Migrants

Not Stated

s3.0
(26776961

47.0
(237rr'sl

(6s2,

40.3
(.3643661

5 9 . 7
(s400ss)

(e14)
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T a b l e  3 . t t  { C o n t ' d . )

Character ist ics

Oriein of l i l ierants

RuraI

Urban

Total

g t i . 5
(  2288850 )

3 . 5
(  82305 )  r

1 0 0 . 0
t  237  1155  )

I
I  Rural
I

Uraban

6 3 .  7
(  344069 I

3 6 .  3
19598n )

Ioo. o
(  540055 )

Addis
Ababa

64  +?
(L',17 43rl

3 5 .  3
(  69419  )

100.  u
(  196850 )

Other
Urban

6 3 .  1
(  er6638 I

3 6 .  I
r  126567 I

1 0 0 , 0
(  343205 I

9 0 . 4
(26329191

9 . 6
(  2 7 8 2 9 1  )

1 0 u , 0
(  2911210 I

I {ork Historv

Never I'forked

Ever l{orked

Not Stated

Total

3 1 .  6
(  1 5 9 3 7 5 3  )

6 8 .  3
(  3448978 I

0 . 1
1 6 7 7 2 1

1 0 0 . 0
(  5049503 l

4 8 .  7
(  441_0541

s 1 .  1
( 46234L1

4 . 2
( 1940 )

1 0 0 . 0
(  905335 )

5 2 . 8
( 190350 )

4 6 . 8
(  1 6 8 9 1 . 1 )

0 . 4
{  1404 }

1 0 0 . 0
( 360665 I

4 6 .  0
(  250?04 l

5 3 . 9
{ 29343t} }

0 . 1
( 5 3 6 )

34 ,2
(  2034807 I

r i s .7
{  3911319)

0 . 1
(  8 ? 1 2

100. t)
( 5954838 )

1 0 0 . 0
(  544670 I

Current Work Status

Cur ren t ly  l io rk ing

Current l l r  Not
I{orkin

Total 100, t) 100 .  0
( 5049503 I ( 905335 l

I{ork Place of Currentlv l{orkinE Wonen

62.3 42.O
( 3144585 r  (  380208 I

3 7 . 7  5 8 . 0
r  1904918 )  (  525127 I

4 6 . 3  5 9 . 2
(2519441  (3524?93r

5 3 . 7  4 0 . 8
t292726 | (2430045

1 0 0 . 0 100 .  0
(544 r i70 )  . r59548381

3 5 . 6
(1282641

6 4 . 4
(  232401 )

1 0 0 . 0
( 360ri65 )

At Hone

Awav fron Hone

Not Stated

1 3 . 5
( 424000 )

8 6 .  3
(27t3L821

0 . 2
(  ?403 !

100 .0
(  3144585 1

4 3 . 9
(  16r i8601

5 5 . 7
(  211?98  I

0 . 4
(  1550 )

100 ,0
( 380208 I

3 3 .  6
( 43042 i

t i 5 .9
( 8 4 5 r 7 !

0 . 5
( 7 0 5 i

49,2
(  123818 I

5 0 . 5
{  1 2 7 2 8 1 }

0 . 3
( 8 4 5 i

1 6 . 8
( 590860 I

8 3 . 0
( 2924980 i

0 . 3
(  8953 I

100 .0  100 .0  100 .0  !
(128264 !  (2519441  (3524?93)  I
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Other i Total
Urban I

65

I Character ist ics Rural
l l

Occupation Grouo (Working Womenl

I
i Urban i Addis

i eu"o.

Professional
and Technical

Adninistrat ive
and Managerial

Cler ical  &
Belated

Sales Horker

Social  Service

Agricultural &
Related

Production
Transport &
Related

Not Stated

{  12591 (  27151

o . 2
(  5458 )

0 . 0

0 . 2
(  5993 I

1 6 .  5

0 . 2
7t t96 l

5 , 7
t 2 L 6 7 2 l

o . 7

7 . 2
t275491

4 4 . 8

0 . 7
(  2599 I

9 , 7
(  12405 )

0 . 9
( 1090 )

L2.4
(  15888 )

1 6 .  5
(  21183  l

3 9 .  L
(  50189 I

L . 2
( 1500 r

1 9 .  I
(  24545 I

1 1 .  I
(  1465 l

(  518834 I  (  17036U )

0 . 9 22.5
127429)  (85428)

7 8 .  5 4 . 4
(  2466985 I  (  16763 )

3 . 5 1 4 . 0
(1109301 t53I22l

3 , 7
t9267 |

0. (t
(  1n25 )

4 . 6
(  1 1 6 6 1  r

59 .2
(  149177 I

1 4 . 0
(  35239 I

6 . 1
(  152n3 )

1 1 .  3
\28577 |

0 . 5
(  1134 I

0 . 8
{ 2 ? 1 3 0 )

0 . 1
(  3974 I

1 . 0
(  33542 )

19.  t t
(  689194 )

3 , 2
(  112857  I

7 0 .  5
t24837 4gl

4 , 7
| 164052 |

0 . 3
10295 I

I
I

. l

Total Working
Wonen

100 .0
(  3144585 I

100 .  o
( 380208 I

100.  0
(L28264'

1 0 0 . 0
(  251944 1

100 .  0
(  3524?93 )

Note :  The f igure  in  paren thes is
c a s e s .

r e f e r s  t o  n u m b e r  ( w e i g h t e d )  o f

are  I i t e ra te .

between rura l

A  s i n i l a r  p a t t e r n  o f

and urban areas was

d i f f e r e n c e

repor ted  in

i n  l e v e l  o f  I i t e r a c v

t h e  1 9 8 4  c e n s u s .

The leve l  o f  educat ion  o f  husbands appears  to  be  h i$her  than

tha t  o f  the  educat iona l  leve l  o f  women.  Th i r ty  percent  o f  husbands

are  I i te ra te  compared to  15  percent  o f  the  success t 'u l l y  in te rv iewed

women.  Aga in ,  husbands in  the  urban areas  have h igher  l i te racy

ra te  than the i r  ru ra l  counterpar ts .  These r r ro r ro r t i -ons  were  found

t o  b e  2 4 . 4 ,  8 0 . 6  a n d  6 ? . t i  i n  r u r a l ,  A d d i s  A b a b a  a n d  o t h e r  u r b a n
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a r e a s  r e s p e c t i v e l v .

Women wi th  fo rmal  educat ion  are  very  few in  the  sample .  OnIy

about  one-s ix teenth  and one*cwel f th  o f  them have comple ted  pr imary

and midd le  leve l  educat ion  and above.  Formal  educat ion  among urban

women is  a lso  l im i ted ,  a l though marked ly  h igher  than the i r  ru ra l

counterpar ts .  One- f i f th  and o .ver  one- th i rd  o f  u rban women had

comple ted  pr imary  leve l  and , iun io r  secondary  and h igher  leve I

educat ion .  The cor respond inq  f ieures  in  ru ra l  a reas  are  about  one

o u t  o f  t w e n t y - f i v e  a n d  o n e  o u t  o f  f i f t y  r e s p e c t i v e l l ' .

Women wi th  fo rmal  educat ion ,  as  expec ted ,  i s  h igher  in  Add is

Ababa.  Over  one- th i rd  o f  se lec ted  women f rom Add is  Ababa had

c o m p l e t e d  s e n i o r  s e c o n d a r y  ( 9 - 1 2  g r a d e l  l e v e l  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e

cor respond ing  f ig lu res  in  ru ra l  and io ther  u rban areas t  were  0 .9  and

1 - 6 , 2  p e r c e n t  r e s p e c t i v e l y .

The fo rmal  educat ion  leve l  o f  husbandr  par t i cu lan ly  a t  the

Iower  leve l .  i s  h igher  than tha t  o f  women.  For  example t  about  one-

e igh th  o f  husband conp le ted  pr imary  leve l  educat ion  wh i le  one-

s ix t .eenth  o f  women have had the  same leve l  o f  educat ion .  However t

a t  the  h igher  leve l  o f  educat ion  the  d i f fe rences ,  be tween men and

womenr  a re  surpr is ing ly  no t  apparent .  For  exampler  on ly  7 .9

percent  o f  husbands and 7 .8  percent  o f  women comple ted  jun io r

secondary  leve l  educat ion  and above.  Aga in ,  husbands in  the  urban

areas have higher educat ional at tainment than their  rural

counterpar ts .  For  example ,  near ly  2O percent  o f  husbands in  u rban
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areas  ,have, : ,had conp le ted  h igher  secondary  educat ion  compared

on l l '  L .7  percent  o \  ru ra l  husbands hav ing  the  same leve l

e d u c a t i o n .

The da ta  a lso  s [ row tha t  husbands in  the  cap i ta l  c i t y  have

h igher  educat iona l  p t ta inment  compared to  o ther  a reas .  For
\

example ,  one- ten th  o f  husbands o f  cap i ta l  c i t y  had comple ted

u n i v e r s i t y / h i g h e r  l e v e l  e d u c a t i o n .  T h e  s i m i l a r  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n

i s  a t t a i n e d  b y  o n l y  0 . 1  p e r c e n t  a n d  3 . 4  p e r c e n t  o f  h u s b a n d s  i r ( -

ru ra l  and to ther  u rban areas '  respec t ive ly .  Th is  i s  what  one wou ld

a lso  expec t  to  f ind  g iven the  fac t  tha t  a  la rge  propor t ion  o f

formal ly educated men and women are usual ly concentrated in the

urban areas  par t i cu la r ly  in  the  cap i ta l  c i t y  fo r  be t te r

o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  l i f e .

. ' ' . .

The ethnic distr ibut ion of the respo.ndents shows that.  Q@gg

const i tu te  the  s ing le  la rges t  g roup (39 .0%l  in  the  sanp le  fo l lowdd

b y  A m a r a s  ( 2 5 . 3 % 1 ,  G u r a q e s  1 7 . L % l  a n d  S i d a m a s  ( 5 . O % 1 .  T h e  p b t t e r n

o f  e thn ic  d is t r ibu t ion  observed fo r  the  to ta l  sample  popu la t ion

a lso  ho ldsr  in  genera l ,  fo r  ru ra l  a reas  in  wh ich  Oromos cons t i tu te

the  s ing le  la rges t  g roup fo l lo r red  by  Amaras ,  Gura€es  and S idamas.

However ,  th is  rank-order  o f  e thn ic  d is t r ibu t ion  o f  sample

populat- ion is reversed in urban areas except for the third

pos i t ion .  In  u rban areas ,  Amaras  cons t i tu ted  the  s ing le  la rges t

group fo l lowed by  Oromos,  GuraEes s t i l l  occup ied  the  th i rd

pos i t ion  wh i le  the  four th  pos i t ion  was occup ied  by  T iErawais .

to

o f
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The rank-order  o f  the  e thn ic  d is t r ibu t ion ,  par t ieu la r ly  the

f i rs t  and second pos i t ion ,  observed in  the  sample  popu la t ion

c lose ly  cor responds to  the  e thn ic  d is t r ibu t ion  o f  the  na t iona l

popuJat ion  repor ted  in  the  1984 census .  However ,  the  th i rd  and

four th  la rges t  e thn ic  g l roups  no ted  in  the  census  d i f fe red  f rom

those found in  the  sanp le  popu la t ion .  The 1984 popu la t ion  cen,sus ,

repor ted  T ie rawa is  b .s  the  th i rd  la rges t  e thn i -c  g roup in  bo th  ru ra l

and urban areas .  However .  the  GuraEes cons t i tu ted  the  Lh i rd

Ia rges t  g roup in  bo th  ru ra l  and urban sample  popu la t ion l .  The

four th  la rges t  e thn ic  g roup repor ted  in  the  census  were  Somal ies  in

rural  areas and Gurages in urban areas. Lig-rawa:lg occupied the

four th  la rges t  g roup in  the  urban sample 'wh i le  th is  was occup ied  by

Sidamas in rural  sample. I t  is to be also noted here that Amares'

and TiErawais were under-represented whi le Oromos and Gurages :were

over-represented in the sample populat ion compared to the nat ional

popu la t ion .  Accord ing  to  1984 popu la t ion  census ,  @. ,  A t t ra ras ,

T ig rawa is  and Gurages  cons t i tu ted  29  .  06  ,  28  .29  , .  9  .7  4  and . '4 ' .  3 t i

percent respect ively of the nat ional populat ion. These ProPort lons

i n  t h e  s a m p l e  p o p u l a t i o n  a r e  3 9 . O ,  7 2 5 . O ,  L . 2  a n d  ' l  . L ,  i n '  t h a t

order.  The under-representat ion of Amaras and Tierawais and the

correspdnding over-representat ion of Oromos and GuraEes is due to

under-coverage of Amara and Tigrawai 
"""""* 

in the northern regi 'on

This was mainly due to the fact that areas inhabited by the,
Tigrawais l .such as Tigray regionr Northern Wello and Northern
Gondarl were not covered by the sample-. ' '

l /

Wello and Gondar regions,
Iand, were not covered in

that are predominantly the Amara
the survey.
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of  the  count ry  in  the  sample  due

and Gurage areas  are  we l l  covered

t o  s e c u r i t y  r e a s o n s .  T h e

i n  t h e  s a m p l e .

Oromo

T h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  s a m p l e  p o p u l a t i o n  b y  r e l i q i o n  s h o w s

t h a t  C h r i s t i a n s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  O r t h o d o x  C h r i s t i a n s  c o n s t i t u t e  t h e

s i n g l e  l a r g e s t  g r o u p  1 5 2 , 8 % l  f o l l o w e d  b y  M u s l i r n s  1 2 7 . 6 % l  a n d

P r o t e s t a n t  C h r i s t i a n s  ( 1 0 . 8 % ) .  T h e  d a t a  i n  t a b l e  3 . t i  s h o w s  t h a t

over  f i f t y  percent  o f  the  respondents  were  Or thodox Crhr is t ians

whi le  about  one- th i rd  and one- ten th  o f  the  resr rondents  were  Mus l ims

a n d  P r o t e s t a n t s  r e s p e c t i v e l v .  T h e  p a t t e r n  o f  r e l i e i o u s

d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  s a m p l e  p o p u l a t i o n  o b s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y  a s

a  who le  a lso  ho lds  fo r  ru ra l  and urban samrr le  poou la t ion .  The

p a t t e r n  o f  r e l i g i o u s  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  s a m p l e  p o p u l a t i o n

c l e a r l y  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  r e l i g i o u s

d . i s t r i b u t i o n  n o t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 8 4  P o p u l a t i o n  a n d  H o u s i n g  C e n s u s ,

a l t h o u g h  d i f f e r s  i n  m a g n i t u d e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,

compared to  na t iona l  d is t r ibu t ion ,  Chr is t ians  par t i cu la r ly

Pro tes tan ts  were  over - represented  wh i le  Mus l ims were  under -

rePresented  in  the  sarnp le  popu la t ion .  The Chr is t i -ans ,  Pro tes tan ts

a n d  M u s l i m s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  t t O . 5 .  5 . 5  a n d  3 2 . 9  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e

nat ipna l  popu la t ion  respec t ive ly  in  the  census .  The cor respond ing

f i gu f i es  i n  t he  samp le  popu la t i on  a re  t t 6 .3 r  10 .8  and  27 .b  pe rcen t ,

i n  t h a t  o r d e r .

Cons ider ing  the  migra tory  s ta tus  o f  the  respondents ,  the  da ta

tha t  a  ma. io r i t y  (53 .0%l  o f  the  respondents  f rom rura l  a reas
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a r e  n o n - m i g r a n t s  w h i l e  t h e  m a - i o r i t y  o f  r e s p o n d e n t s  1 5 9 , 7 % l  f r o m

urban areas  are  migran ts .  The propor t ion  mi -g ran ts  among urban

s a n p l e  i s  h i g h e r  i n  t o t h e r  u r b a n  a r e a s '  t h a n  i n  c a p i t a l  c i t y .  A d d i s

Ababa.  These propor t ions  were  54 . t t  and t i3 .0  percent  in  Add is  Ababa

a n d  ' o t h e r  u r b a n  a r e a s '  r e s p e c t i v e l v .

In  the  survey ,  da ta  were  a lso  co l lec ted  whether  re .spondents

w e r e ' e n g a g e . d  i n  g a i n f u l  a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  t h e  d a t a  s h o w  t h a t  a b o u t

th ree- f i f ths  o f  thd  respondents  were  repor ted  to  be  engaged in  any

ga in fu l  ac t i v i t ies  o ther  than those o f  domest ic  chores  a t  the  t ime

of  the  surveJr ,  Rura l  women tend to  repor t  par t i c ipa t ion  in  ga in fu l

ac t , i v i t ies  more  f requent ly  than the i r  u rban counterpar ts .  Over

sixty two percent of the rural  respondenlt ,s reported to have

par t i c ipa ted  in  any  ga in fu l  ac t i v i t ies  a t  the  t ine  6 f .  the  survey .

The cor respond ing  propor t ions  were  35 . r t i  and  46 .3  percent  o f

responder i ts  f rom Add is  Ababa and 'o ther  u rban areas '  respec t ive ly .

The ma,ior i ty of the current ly working women from both rural

and urban areas  are  engaged in  ga in fu l  ac t i v i t ies  ou ts i .de  the  house

at  the  t ime o f  survey .  However ,  the  propor t ion  o f  women work ing

outside the home is higher in rural  than in urban areas. Eighty-

six percent of current ly working women from rural  areas are engaged

in  gd in fu l  ac t i v i t ies  ou ts ide  the  home.  The cor respond ing

pqopor t ions  in  Add is  Ababa and 'o ther  u rban areas t  a re  t i5 .9  and

5 0 . 5  p e r c e n t  r e s p e c t i v e l y .
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The abso lu te  major i t y  o t '  the  cur ren t ly  work ing  women f rom

rura l  a reas  are  engaged in  t  agr icu l tu re  and re la ted  occupat ions  t

wh i le  the  major i t y  o f  ro rk ing  women f rom to ther  u rban areas '  a re

e n g a e e d  i n  t s a l e s  w o r k s l .  ' S o c i a l  s e r v i c e '  i s  t h e  s i n g l e  m o s t

impor tan t  occupat ion  o f  the  work ing  women o f  Add is  Ababa fo l lowed

b y  t P r o d u c t i o n ,  T r a n s p o r t '  a n d  ' S a I e s  W o r k s t .

3 . 3 . 3  P o s s e s s i o f r  o f  S p e c i f i e d  H o u s e h o l d  I t e m s

The 1990 Farn i l y  and Fer t i l i t y  Survey  has  no t  a t tempted to

measure  househo ld  income 'd i rec t l y  because i t  i s  d i f f i cu l t  to

measure ' income in  one shot  survey  and moreover ,  i t  i s  most ly  t i rne

consuming to  a r r i ve  a t  a  nean ing fu l  measure  o f  income.  There fore ,

income was ind i rec t l y  measured by  ascer ta in ing  possess ion  o f

spec i . f ied  househo ld  i tens .  A l1  respondents  were  asked ,whether

the i r  househo lds  possessed each o f  the  L4  i tems.  The na ture  o f

these i tems and percentage ownersh ip  a re  shown in  Tab le  3 ,7  .

Economic  cond i t ion ,  measured in  te rms o f  possess ion  o f  househo ld

goods/ i tems,  i s  found to  be  very  poor  fo r  the  ru ra l  respondents

compared to their  urban counterparts.  A very few rural  households

own consumer  durab le .  S ix  ou t  o f  14  i tems ! , re re  owned b ; r  Iess  than

one percent  o f  ru ra l  househo lds .  These inc lude a l l  the  e lec t r i c

i temsr  e -xc lud ing  rad io  and tape- recorder ,  a long w i th  the  possess ion

of  so fa  se t .  Rad io ,  the  mos!  inpor tan t  method o f  communica t ion ,  i s

owned by  on ly  g ,percent  o f  the  ru ra l  househo lds .  Onty  two percent

of the rural  households-own tape-recorders. The i tem that i -s owned

by h ighes t  p ropor t ion  o f  ru ra l  househo lds  is  bed.  Th is  i s  a lso

reported to be owned by only one-third of the rural  respondents.
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T a b l e  3 . 7 Percentage of  Women Who

P o s s e s s i o n s ,  b y  p l a c e

Have  Spec i f i ed  Househo ld

o f  R e s i d e n c e ,  F F S  1 9 9 0

Characterist ics Residence

Rur6l Urban Addis
Ababa

Other
Urban

Total

0 . 1 4

0.02

0 . 1 4

0.00

0.38

Household (5049503) (905335) (3606651 (s4467o1 (s954838)
Possession(%)

Tape Recordbr 2.O 22.0 52,9 36.6 8.3

Radio 8.6 64.9 79.O 55.S L7 .2

Telev is ion O.2 10.9 22.4 3, :3  t .9

Telephone O.2 12.4 24,9 4.t 2.1

Refr igerator  0 .  1  8,4 l3 .S 5.0 L,4

Elect r ic  Stove 0.3 4.7 7 .9  2.7 t  
:O .

Gas Stove 0.6 15.0 ZZ.4 t0 . l  Z .B

Elect r ic  Mi tad 0.6 24.7 52.4 6.4 4.2

Kerosene Stove 1.8 52.0 87.4 28.5 9.4

Table 14.4 78.6 87.t 73.t Z!.2

Chai r  27 .7  76.3 89.1 67 .7  35.0

Sofa Set  0.6 20.6 38.2 8.9 3.7

Bed 33.7 gt.4 98,0 8?. L 42.5

clock/watch 15.5 7o.3 Bo. r 63.7 23;8

Mean Possession of Anipals

t . 4 2

0 .02

2.22

0 . 3 7

0.08

0.54

0.00

0 . 9 1

o.52

o . t 2

0.80
0.00

t .27

1 . 1 1  .
0.40

t . 2 8

o.o2
2.A2

Milking Cow L.24

Pack Aninals 0.45

6atlSheep

Cenel

Poultry .

Note: Figure in parenthesis. refers to nunber (weighted) of cases.
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The nex t  popu lar  i tem owned by  ru ra l  househo ld  i s  cha i r  foL lowed by

tab le  and c lock /watch .  Cha i r  i s  owned by  over  one-quar te r  o f  the

respondents  wh i le  Tab le  and C lock /watch  are  owned by  15  percent  o f

the  ru ra l  househo lds  each.

The ownersh ip  o f  each i tem o f  consumer  durab les  is  h igher  in

urban than in  ru ra l  a reas .  In  o ther -words ,  the  propor t ion  o f

househo lds  own ing  each un i t  o f  consumer  durab le  i s  h igher  in  u rban

than in  ru ra l  a reas .  Over  f i f t y  percent  o f  the  urban hous ing  un i ts

own s ix  o f  the  consumer  i tens .  These inc lude rad io ,  kerosene

s t o v e ,  t a b l e ,  c h a i r ,  s o f a  s e t ,  b . e d  a n d  c l o c k / w a t c h .  I t  i s  t o  b e ,

however r  no ted  tha t  a l though possess i .on  o f  e lec t r i c  goods  is  h ighen

for  u rban than ru ra l  househo lds .  th is  iS  a lso  found to  be  s t i l l

modest  in  u rban areas .  Most  o f  these i tems were  owned by  on ly  5  to

25 percent  o f  the  househo lds  except  fo r  rad io ,  e lec t r i c  n i tad  and

tape recorder .  Rad io  i s  owned by  over  th ree- t i i f ths  o f  the  urban

households whi le electr ic ni tad and tape recorder is owned by 25

and 22  percent  o f  the  urban househo lds  respec t ive ly .  I t  appears

f rom these f ind ings  tha t  the  overa l l  economic  cond i t ions  o f  the

households are poor and this 
. is 

more g"Iar ing for rural  than urban

househo lds .

The urban households in the sample seem to be sl ight ly be.t ter

o f f  in  te rms o f  possess ion  o f  some consumer  durab les  such as  rad io ,

t e l e p h o n e ' a n d  k e r o s e n e  s t o v e 1 . . .  : e t c ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h d  u r b a n

households in t ,he nat ional populat ion reported in 1984 census. The

proport ion of urban households in '  the sample owning radici ,
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- -
t e l e p h o n e  a n d  k e r o s e n e  s t o v e ' i c c o u n t e d  f o r  6 b ,  I Z  a n d  5 2  p e r c e n t .

The cor respond ing  proPor t ions  in  the  urban househo lds  repor ted  in

t h e  1 9 8 4 .  c e n s u s  w e r e  4 b . t t ,  8 . 4  a n d  2 6 . 4  p e r c e n t  r e s p e c t i v e r y .

The mean possess ion  o f  an ima ls  per  househb ld  a lso  shows a

d ismal  p ic tu re .  The average n i l k ing  cow per  househo ld  i s  found to

b e  o n - L y  r . 2 4  i n  r u r a r  a n d  o . y r  i n  u r b a r l  a , r e a s .  G o a t / S h e e p

a v a i l a b l e  p e r  h o u s e h o r d  i s  L . 4  i n  q r u r a r  a r p a s  a n d  o . q 4  i n  u r b a n
\

areas  r  \

\
A  househord  in  ru ra l -and urban a \eas  owns on  average 0 .45  and

0, .08  peck  an imals  respec t ive ly .  The [ .va i lab i l i t y  o f  camel  i s  found

to  be  the  rowest  wh i re  pour t ry  i s  found to  be ' , the  h ighes t .  A  ru rar

househord '  on  average,  owns z .z  pou l t ry  compared to  o .g l  owned by

an urban househo ld .  As  expec ted  the  mean possess ion  o f  an ima ls  per

h o u s e h o l d ' i s  l o w e s t  i n  A d d i s  A b a b a  f o l l o w e d  b y  ' o t h e r  u r b a n  a r e a s , .

3 . 3 . 4  A c c e s s  t o  S a f e  D r i n k i n g  W a t e r  F a c i l i t i e s .  S a n i t a r v  a n d

Hous ing  Cond i t ions  o f  Househo lds .

The abso lu te  major i t y  o f  the  househo lds  par t i cu la r ly  those o f

rural-  areas have had no access to safe dr inking water and sanitary

t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s  ( s e e  T a b l e  3 . 9 ) .  u n p r o t e c t e d  w e l r / s p r i n g  a n d

r iver . / lake  are  the  na jo r  sources  o f  d r ink ing  water  o f  near ry  g6

percent of rura-L households whi le 72 perc'ent of  the households haVe

no to i le t  fac i l i t i es .  con t ra ry  to  ru ra l  s i tua t ion ,  the  na jo r i t , y  o f
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urban househo lds  in  the  sample  have had access  to  sa fe  d r ink ing
.  . i :  . .

w a t e r  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  s a n i t a r y  t o i l e t  f a c i l i t i e s .  E i g h t y - S i x

percent ot '  urban households havg had access to tap water

fac i l i t i es .  These propor t ibns  were  98 . '7oA and ?7 .5% in  Add is  Ababa

and 'o ther  u rban areas '  respec t ive ly .  Seventy - th ree  percent  o f

u rban househo lds  have had access  to  p i t  (shared and pr iva te)  to i le t

f a c i l i t i e s .  T h e s e  p r o p o r t i o n s  w e r e  7 7  a n d  7 I  p e r c e n t  i n  A d d i s

Ababa and 'o theq urban areas '  respec t ive l l r .  The urban househo lds

in . the  sanp le  appear  to  have be t te r  to i le t  fac i l i t i es  than those o f

the  urban househo lds  rgpor ted  in  the  1984 census .  Accordrng  to

1 9 8 4 . c e n s u s ,  a b o u t  h a t f  \ 4 9 , 7 % l  o f  t h e  u r b a n  h o u s i n g  u n i t s  r e p o r t e d

to have had no toi let  t -aci l i t ies. This pfopor. t ion for the urban

househo lds ,  in  s9 .n9 le  was on ly  2L .  percent .  I t  shou ld  be  a lso ,no ted

here that only 2 percent of rural  and 4 percent of urban households

rqpor tgd  to  have had. , ,_ t rea ted , rya ter  be fore  dr ink ing .

The data reveal that only 30 percent of rural  households have

had access to soap as.against 74 .percent of urban households. The

proport ion of households reported to have had access to soap were

92 anq.  62  peqqent  in  Add is  Ababa and.  'o " ther  u rban centers '

respectLvel] ' .

,  Table 3. '8 further - showed. that. only two pereent of rural

households reported to have had access to electr icity as against ?4

percent of households in urban areas. The proport ion of households

reported to have had access to electr icity were 98 and ?5 percent

in Addis Ababa anq .:qlhgr grQen. areas' respestively.
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I

I n  t h e  s u r v e y  d a t a  w e r e  h a s  a l s o  c o l l e c t e d  o n  t h e  p r i n c i p a l

m a t e r i a l s  u s e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  w a l l - .  r o o f s  a n d  f l o o r s .  A n

eva lua t ion  o f  these da ta  w i I I  p rov ide  an  ind ica t ion  o f  the  phys ica l

q u a l i t y  o f  h o u s i n g  u n i t s  a n d  i n d i r e c t l y  e c o n o m i c  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  t h e

househo lds .  Data  on  hous ing  un i ts  by  s t ruc tu ra l  t ype  is  shown in

T a b l e  3 . 8 .  I t  m a y  b e  o b s e r v e d  f r o m  t h e  t a b l e  t h a t  a n  a b s o l u t e

ma. io r i t y  o f  the  hous ing  un i . ts  in  the  sample ,  par t i cu la r ly  those o f

r u r a l  a r e a s r  a r e  t e m p o r a r y  o r  s e m i . - t e m p o r a r y  i n  n a t u r e  i . e . ,  t h e i r

wa l ls  a re  most ly  made o f  wood and mud,  wh i le  the i r  roo fs  a re  most ly

t h a t e h e d .  T h e  w a l l s  o f  a b o u t  f o u r - f i f t h s  o f  r u r a l  h o u s i n g  u n i t s

are  made o f  wood and mud.  A  s imi la r  p ropor t ion  
| to  

percent l  o f

hous ing  un i ts  in  ru ra l  a reas  are  w i th  tha tched roo fs .  Wood and mud

w e r e  a l s o  u s e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  w a l l  o f  t h e  a b s o l u t e  m a . i o r i t y

( 8 4 % l  o f  t h e  h o u s i n g  u n i t s  i n  u r b a n  a r e a s ,  w h i l e  t h e  r o o t ' o f  t h e

abso lu te  major i t y  (93%)  o f  hous ing  un i ts  in  u rban areas  was nade o f

c o r r u g a t e d  i r o n  s h e e t .
\

r t -  

-

The major l ty of the housing units in the sample had earth/mud

f l o o r .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  p r o p o r t i o n  i s  h i g h e r  i n  r u r a l  t h a n  i n  u r b a n

areas .  For  example ,  98  percent  o f  hous ing  un i ts  in  ru raL  areas  had

ear th /nud f loor  compared.  to  on ly  56 .5  percent  o f  hous ing  un i ts  in

urban areas .  Twenty -percent  o f  u rban hous ing  un i ts  in  the  sample

had cement /cement  t i le  f loor  wh i le  on ly  about  one percent  o f  ru ra l

h o u s i n g  u n i t s  h a d  c e m e n t / c e m e n t  t i r e  f l o o r .  T h e  p r o p o r t i o n  o f

urban housing units with f loor made of earth/mud vari .es between

42,3  percent  in  Add is  Ababa to  t i6 .0  percent  in  to ther  u rban areas .

About  one- th i rd  o f  hous ing  un i ts  in  Add is  Ababa had wooden f loor
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T a b l e  3 . 8  A c c e s s  t o  S a f e  D r i n k i n g  F a c i l i t i e s ,  S a n i t a r y  a n d  H o u s i n g
Cond i t i ons  o f  t he  Househo lds  o f  Se lec ted  l { omen .  FFS  1990
(  Pe rcen tage  D is t r i bu t i on  )  .

Characteristics Residence

Other
Urban
Areas

Total Nunber of l{onen

Sources of Drinking l{ater

Tap

Protected Well/Spring

Unprotected l{ell/Spr ing

River/Lake

Others

Not Stated

( 5049503 !

6 . 4

7 . 4

3 7 . 3

4 8 . 5

0 . 3

0 . 1

1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0

( 905335 I  (  360665 ) {  544670 ) {  5954838 I

8 5 .  I

5 . 8

3 . 9

4 . 0

0 . 3

0 . 1

98.  7

0 . 7

0 . 2

a . 2

0 . 1

o . 2

1 8 .  5

7 . L

3 2 .  3

4 1 . 8

0 . 3

0 . 1

7 7 , 5

9 . 2

( t . i l

6 . 5

0 . 4

100.  0 100.0Total

Treat l{ater Before
Drinkine

Yes

No

Total

Toi let  Faci l i t ies

Flush Private

Flush Shared'

Pit Private

Pit Shared

In the Open

Others

Not Stated

2 , 2

9 7 . 8

r00 .0

3 . 8

96.2

2 . 5

9 7 . 5

9 . 3

L , 2

32.7

4 4 .  I

1 0 . 7

L . 7

0 . 3

4 . 8

95.2

2 . 5

9 7 . 5

1 0 0 . 0

o . 7
"  0 ; 1

20 .  s

I L . ' 9 ,

6 3 . 8

2 rE

0 . 1

1 6 .  I

8 . 5

7 1 . . 6

3 . 1

0 . 0

4 . 5

0 . 8

4 1 . 9

3 1 .  1

24.5

r . 0

4 , 2

100.  0

1 . 3

0 . 5

4 8 . 0

2:2,5

2 7 . L

0 . 6

100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0  100.0
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Characteristics Residence

30.  I 7 3 . 6 9 1 . 6 6 1 . 8 3tt .  7

T a b l e  3 . 8  I  C o n t d .  l

AVeilabil itv of Soan in

i  Electr ic i tv
I

Yes

No

Total

Ownership of Housins Unit

Owned

Rented

Others

Not Stated

98.  4

0 . 8

0 . 8

0 . 1

5 1 .  4

46.2

2 . 2

4 . 2

44.6

5 3 . 9

1 . 1

0 . 4

5 6 .  0

4 1 .  1

2 , 9

9 t , 2

7 . 7

1 . 0

0 . 1

Mean # of Roons in Housing
Unit

Itlaterial Used in the
Constrlrction o!.1 .Roof

Corrugated Iron

ConcretelCeneit

I{ood/ltlud

Thatch

Others

Not Stated

Total

2 . 4 5 2 . 7  71 .  3 7

1 3 . 6

0 . 1

0 . 9

8 1 . 2

4 . 3

0 . 0

100.

92 .7

I . 3

o . 7

4 . 4

o , 7
o . 2

9 6 . 3

3 . O

0 . 1

0 . 1

0 . 5

2 , 2 3

9 0 . 3

o . 2

1 . 1

7 , 2

L . Z

100.  0

1 .  5 4

2 5 . 6

o . 2

0 . 8

6 9 . 5

3 . 8

0 . 1

1 0 0 . 01 0 0 . 0 1 0 0 . 0
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Tab le  3 .8  { con td .  )

Character ist ics Residence

Rural
I

Urban Addis
Ababa

Other
Urban
Areas

Total

i laterial Used in the
Construction of l{alls

Concrete/Stone/Brick

l{ood & Mud

Banboo + Mud/Reed

Corrugated Iron

Others

Materials of the Flogrs

Earth

Cenent./Cenent titles

StonelBrick

Plastic Tiles-Vinyl

I{ood

Others

Not Stated

0 . 4

7 9 .  9

7 . I

0 . 3

L 2 . 3

9 8 .  2

L , 2

0 . 1

0 . 1

0 . 4

1 1 . 9

8 3 .  I

0 . 5

1 . 3

2 . 3

5 6 .  5

24,0

2 . 8

2 , 4

1 4 .  5

3 . 7

0 . 1

t4.z

83,7

0 . 1

1 . 5

0 . 4

42.3

1 8 .  I

3 . 0

3 . ?

29.7

2 . 3

0 . 2

1 0 . 4

8 4 .  I

o . 7

L . 2

3 . 5

6 6 . 0

20.7

2 . 7

1 . 6

4 . 4

4 . 6

2 . L

8 0 . 5

r i .  1

0 . 4

1 0 . 8

9 1 . 8

4 . 0

{J .5

0 . 4

2 . 3

0 . 9

0 . 0

Total 100.0 100.0 L 0 0 . 0 100.0 I00 .  0

Note :  The f igure  in  paren thes is  re fe fs  to  number  (we igh ted l  o f
c a s e s .

aga ins t  on ly  4 .4  percent  and O.L  percent  in  'o ther -u rban areas '  and

rural  areas respect ively.

The 'pa t te rn  o f  d is t r ibu t ion  o f  the  pr inc ipa l  mater ia ls  used in

the construct ion of roof,  waII  and f loor observed for the sample

Not Stated
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h o u s i n g  u n i t s  a l s o  c o r r e s p o n d s  t o  t h e  p a t t e r n  o f  t h e  d i s t r i b u t i o n

of  na ter ia ls  used in  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  roo f ,  waI I  and f loor

r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 8 4  c e n s u s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  r u r a l  a r e a s .

However ,  some d isc repanc ies  are  no ted  in  the  mater ia ls  used in  the

cons t ruc t ion  o f  roo f  and f loor  o f  u rban hous ing  un i ts  repor ted  in

the  sample  and tha t  o f  the  census .  Accord ing  to  the  1984 census- '

near ly  81  percent  o f  roo f  and t t4  percent  o f  f loor  were  made o f

-  cor rugated  i ron  sheet  and ear th /mud reseec t ive ly . The

cor respond ing  f igures  fo r  roo f  and f loor  repor ted  ) . "  the  sample

w e r e  9 3  a n d  5 7  p e r c e n t  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  N e a r l y  2 3  p e r c e n t  o f  u r b a n

hous ing  un i ts  in  the  sample  used cenent /cement  L iLe /s tone, /b r ick  in

the  cons t ruc t ion  o f  f loor .  The cor respond ing  f igure  in  the  1984

census  was on l ; r  I7  percent .  The f ind ing  o f  g rea ter  use  o f

cor rugated  i ron  sheet  and concre te /cement  in  the  cons t ruc t ion  o f

roo f  and f loor  by  u rban hous ing  un i ts  in  the  sample  compared to

those used by  to ta l  u rban hous ing  un i ts  repor ted  in  the  1984

Census,  ind ica tes  tha t  the  cond i t ions  o f  the  hous ing  un i ts  o f  the

forrner are sl ight ly better of f  tha.n the lat ter.

The major i t y  o t l  the  hous ing  un i ts  in  the  sample  are  owner -

\
occup i -ed  par t i cu la r ly  in  the  ru ra l  a reas .  Over  98  percent  o f  the

hous ing  un i ts  in  ru ra l  a reas  in  the  sample  are  owner -occup ied .  The

cor respond ing  propor t ions  in  'o ther  u rban areas '  and Add is  Ababa

were  56 .O and 45  percent  respec t ive ly .  The rna jo r i t y  (0a  percent )

of the housing units in Addis Ababa were rented. The tenurial

status of the housing units in urban areas obtained in the survey

almost corresponds to that was reported for urban housing units in
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t h e  1 9 8 4  c e n s u s .  A c c o r d i n €  t o  1 9 8 4

t h e  u r b a n  h o u s i n e  u n i t s  w e r e  r e n t e d .

in  the  sample  was 4 t i  percent .

c e n s u s ,  n e a r l y  4 7  p e r c e n t  o f

The cor respond ing  proPor t ion

The average number  o f  rooms per  hous ing  un i t  in  the  sample  is

f o u n d  t o  b e  s l i g h t l y  l o w e r  t h a n  t h a t  w a s  o b t a i n e d  i n  t h e  1 9 8 4

census .  The average number  o f  roons  per  hous ing  un i t  in  the  sample

i s  f o u n d  t o  b e  . 1 . 3 ? ,  2 . 4 5  a n d  1 . 5 4  i n  r u r a l r  u r b a n  a n d  f q r  t h e

e n t i r e  c o u n t r y  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  f i g u r e s  r e p o r t e d  i n

t h e  c e n s u s  w e r e  2 . L .  3 . t t  a n d  2 . 3  i n  t h a t  o r d e r .

3 . 4  R e r r r e s e n t a t i v e n e s s  o f  t h e  S a m p l e  P o p u l a t i o n

In  th is  sec t ion  o f  the  chapter ,  an  a t tempt  i s  made to  examine

the  degree to  wh ich  the  sanp le  popu la t ion  represents  the  na t iona l

popu la t ion  by  compar ing  some o f  the  FFS sample  charac ter is t i -cs  w i th

those o f  the  cor respond ing  charac ter is t i cs  o f  na t iona l  popu la t ion

repor ted  in  the  1984 Poputa t ion  and Hous ing  census .  The

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  c h o s e n  f o r  c o m p a r i s o n  i n c l u d e  i l  a g e ;  i i l  s e x -

r a t i o r  i i i l  e d u c a t i o n ,  i v )  e t h n i c i t y  a n d  v )  r e l i g i o n .

3 . 4 . 1 . A e e :

The f i ve-year  age d is t r ibu t ion  (  in  percentages  !  o f  the  1990

F F S  s a m p l e  p o p u l a t i o n  i . e . ,  w o m e n  i n  t h e  r e p r o d u c t i v e  a g e s r  1 5 - 4 9

years  by  na . io r  p laces  o f  res idence is  compared w i th  the  age-

d is t r ibu t ion  o f  the  cor respond ing  na t iona l
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Percentage o f  Women Aged l -5 -49  in
F e r t i l i t y  S u r v e y  (  F F S  l  a n d

\\

\

the  1990 Fami lv  and
1 9 8 4  C e n s u s .

T a b l e  3 . 9

' l

! t Rural
t l
i i
t l

Age
Group FFS I Cen

Urban

FFS Cen

Addis Ababa

FFS Cen

Other
Urban
Areas----i---

FFS i cen

Total

FFS Cen

t l
1 5 - 1 e  ! 2 0 . o  ! r u . u

t l
2 t J -24  i  16 .5  i  16 .  f

i i
25-29  i  16 .6  i L7 .7

i i
3 0 - 3 4  i 1 6 . e  i 1 5 . e

l l
3 5 - 3 9  i 1 3 . 6  i 1 3 . 6

4 0 - 4 4  |  , . u  l t t . ,
i i

4 5 - 4 e i  6 . e  i 7 . 4
l l

2 8 . 8

1 6 .  4

1 4 . 8

1 3 . 8

1 3 .  4

7 . 4

5 . 4

2 6 .  5

1 6 .  3

1 5 .  3

15.  l "

1 3 .  2

7 . 8

5 . 8

2 7 . O

1 9 . 4

1 4 .  I

1 3 . 4

L 2 . 8

7 . L

5 . 4

28.4

1 7 .  3

1 5 .  3

1 6 .  1

t2.2

6 . 4

4 . 7

3{r.0

L4.4

1 4 .  I

1 4 . 0

1 3 . 8

7 , 7

5. .3

25.5

1 5 . 6

1 5 .  3

1 4 .  5

1 3 .  I

g . ?

6 . 6

2L.3

1 6 .  5

1 6 . . J

l t i . 4

13 ' .6

9 , 2

t i . 7

1 9 .  Z

1 6 . 2

1 7 . 3

1 5 . 8

1 3 .  5

1 0 . 8

7 . 2

T o t a l i 1 0 0 i 1 0 0 100 100 100 100 t00 100 100 100

N . B .  C e n  =  C e n s u s .

populat ion reported in 1984 populat ion census and the daLa are

presented  in  Tab le  3 .9 .  The resu l t  o f  the  eompar ison a t

nat ional level shows a close correspondence between the two age

d is t r ibu t ions  in  wh ich  the  d i f fe rences  observed in  any  s ing le  age

group doesnt t  exceed beyond two percentage po in ts  ( in  rnos t  cases ! ' ,

i t  i s  less  than one percentage po in t )  wh ich  cou ld  be  a t t r ibu t€d  to

mere  chance fac to r .  A  s in i la r  c loseness  in  the  d is t r ibu t ion  o f  age

reported in the sample and census also emerges even when the
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compar ison is  nade at  each major  p lace of  res idence.  The largest

d i f ference observed was about  5 percentage points  among adolescent

women (  15-19 .vears l  i r '  'o ther  urban areas '  .  The propor t ion ot '

adolescent  women (15- fg : rears l  ln  . 'o ther  urban areas '  is  repor ted

to be h igher  than,  that  in  the census.  This  is  an except ion rather

than  the  ru le ,  wh ich  cou ld  be  a l so  due  to  samp l ing  va r ia t i ons .  I t

appears that  FFS,  1990 sample of  women in  the reproduct ive ages,  is

*n" i f  represented accord ing to  najor  p lace ot '  res idence,  a t  least  in

te rms  o f  age  d i s t r i bu t i on .

3 . 4 . 2 .  S e x - r a t i o :

The overa l l  sex-rat io  based on the FFS,  1990 is  found to be

higher than that of the corresponding sex ratio derived from the

1984  cenSus  da ta  ( see  Tab l ,e  3 .31 .  Th i s  ove ra l l  f i nd ing  a l so  ho lds

for every major place ot '  residence. However, reverse is the

s i tuat ion in  case of  sex rat lo  at  b i r th ,  which is  found to be

higher  in  the 1990 FFS than in  the 1984 census.  This  .  overa l l

f ind ing a lso holds for  rura l  areas but  in  urban areas the.  sex rat io

et  b i r th ' is  found to be h igher  in  the 1984 census than in  the l99O

FFS. These d i f ferences in  sex rat ios obta ined us ing survey and

census data are,  howeverr 'min ina l ,  ranging between 2 to  3

percintage points in most cases, with the exception ot '  the

.difference observed in Addis Ababa in case of overal l  sex ratio,

wh ich  was  abou t  ?  pe rcen tage  po in t s  ( see  Tab le  3 .3 I .
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3 . 4 . 3 .  F o r n a l  E d u c a t l o n

The sample  popu la t ion  seems to  be  more  fo rna l fy  educated ' than

t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g ' n a t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n  r e p o r t e d  i n  t h e  1 9 8 4  c e n s u s .

As  shown be low on ly  t i .3  percent  o f  the  sample  popu la t ion  had

Percent
Grades
Comple ted . 1 9 9 0

FFS
I  9 8 4
Census

1- t t

7 - 8  :

9 -  1 2

Univers i ty . /
h igher

t t .  3

3 . 2

4 . 3

0 . 3

1 1 . 3

L . 4

2 . L

t ) . 4

had pr imary  educat ion  compared to  1L .3  percent  o f  the 'cor respond ing

n a t i o n a l  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  t h e  1 9 8 4  c e n s u : . .  T h e  p r o p o r t i g n . o f  a l g

sample  popu la t ion  comple ted  jun io r  secondary  (? -8  € radef  and h igher

s e c o n d a r y  ( 9 - 1 2  g r a d e . l  e d u c a t i o n  c o n s t i t u t e d  3 . 2  a n d  4 . 3  p e r c e n t

re3pect ive ly .  The cor respond i lg  p ropor t ions  t 'o l  the ,  na l io+a l

female  popu la t ion  in  the  reproduc t ive  ages ,  repor ted , . . r -n  the  198!

c e n s u s , w e r e 1 . 4 a n d 2 . 1 p e r c e n t r e s p e c t i v e | v : ' : . . ' i : -
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3 .4 .4  E thn i c  and  re l iE ious  compos i t i on

As was pointed out in the prevlous section of the ehapter that

the ethnic and rel igious compctsit ion of the sample population are

different from those of the national population, reported in the

1984 census. @ and Tiqrawaig were under-represented whi.Ie

Oromos and Gufaees were over-reported ln the t990 FFS sample'

poPulation compared to the national population reported in the 1984

.census. Aecording to L984 population census, Oromos, Amaras,

T iE rawa is  and  Guraces  cons t i t u ted  29 .06 ,  28 ,29 ,  9 .?4  and  4 .36

percent  respect ive ly .  These propor t ions in  1990 FFS were 39.0,

2 5 . O ,  L . 2  a n d  7 . L  i n  t h a t  o r d e r .

Sini- larly, Christ ians part i .cularly Protestants were over-

represented while Muslins were under represented i.n the sample

population compared to the national populati .on. Christ ians as a

whole,  Protestants  and Musl ins accounted for  60.5,  5 .5 and 32.9

percent of the national population respectively in the census. The

corresponding f igures in the sanple population are 66.3, 1O.8 and

27.6 percent  in  that  order .

It  was also noted earl ier: that the .sample housing units are

relatively better off than the national housing units.r reported ln

fbgl census, in terms of possession of consuner durables,

part i .cularly those of electronLc items (see Table 3.7, and access

to other ameni.t ies of l i fe such as sanltary facl l l t ies and housing

condl t ions (see Table 3.E1.
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From these compar isor rs r  i t  appears  tha t .  the  charac ter is t i cs  o f '

the  1990 sanp le  popu la t ion  in  most  cases  do  no t  c lose ly  cor respond.

to  the  chaqacter is t i cs  o t ' ,  the  na t iona l  popu la t ion  repor - ted  in  the

L 9 8 4 . c e n s u s ,  w i t h  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  V a r i o u s

reasons cou ld  be  adduced to  exp la in  these smal l  var ia t ions .

F i r s t l y r , t h e : d i f t e r e n g g s  o b s e r v e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  F F S ,  1 9 9 0  a n d  C e n s u s ,

1984 may resu l t  f rom ac tua l  changes in  charac ter is t i cs  o f  - the

popu la t ion  over  the  years .  The Census  was conducted  in  1984 wh i le

the  FFS was cond.uc ted  s ix  years  la te r  in  1990.  Dur ing  th is  per iod l

one may expect some genuine changes, al though vegy. unl ikelyr in the

charac ter is t i cs  o f  th .q .  popu la t ion .  Second ly ,  i t  may be  du ,e  . to

sampJ- ing  var ia t ions  and random er ror  in  repor t ing .  Th i rd ly ,  these

d i f fe rences  par t i cu la r ly  those on  e thn ic  d is t r ibu t ionr  ray  a lso

arise due to largef under-cover.age of northern areas in the sample.

* See footnot€: on page .68

. \ : :



CHAPTER IV

NUPTIALITY PATTERNS

4 . 1  C u r r e n t  M a r i t a l  S t a t u s

I n  a  s o c i e t y  I  i k e  i n  E t h i o p i a  w h e r e  m o s t  o f  t h e  c h i  l d b r e a i n g

t a k e s  p l a c e  s i t h i n  m a r r i a g e  a n d  c o n t r a c e p t i v e  p r e v a l e n c e  i s  v e r y

l o w  ( s e e  C h a p t e r  o n  C o n t r a c e p t i v e  P r e v a l e n c e !  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o

s tudy  the  pa t te rn  o f  mar r i age  i n  o rde r  t o  unders tand  the  pa t te rn

a n d  t r e n d s  o f  f e r t i l i t y  i n  t h e  s o c i e t - r / .  I n  t h e  1 9 9 0  F a m i l y  a n d

F e r t i t i t y  S u r v e y  ( F F S )  d e t a i l e d  d a t a  w e r e  c o l l e c t e d  o n  m a r r i a g e

h i s t o r y r  & 8 €  a t  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e r  p o l y g y n y  a n d  i d e a l  a g e  a t  f i r s t

m a r r i a g e  f o r  g i r l s  a n d  b o y s .

In  the  su rvey  da ta  on  mar i t a l  s ta tus  fo r  a l l  women  in  the  age

groups  15 -49  yea rs  were  ob ta ined  under  s i x  ca tego r ies .  Tha t  i s ,

s i n g l e  ( n e v e r  m a r r i e d ) ,  c u r r e n t i y  m a r r i e d ,  ' l i v i n g  w i t h  a  m a n ' .

separated.  d ivorced and widowed.  Since the number of  women in  the

c a t e g o r y ' l i v i n g  w i t h  a  m a n t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  s u r v e y  w a s  f o u n d

on ly  i n  Add is  Ababa  and  the  number  o f  cases  were  neg l i g ib le  ( .O .7

percent  o f  Addis  Ababa women in  the age groups lS-49 years) ,  hence

th is  category was combined wi th  those women who were "current ly

m a r r i e d " .

Tab les  4 .1  -  4 .5  p resent  percentage d i : t r ibu t ion  o f  women by

mar i ta l  s ta tus  fo r  the  count ry ,  ru ra l .  u rban,  Add is  Ababa and o ther

urban areas. The data revealed that marr iage is universal  in
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e
E t h i o p i a  a n d  b e g i n s  a t  e a r l y  a g e .  A s  h a s  b e e n  o b s e r v e d  i n  t h e  1 9 8 4

Popu la t ion  and Hous ing  Census  near ly  n ine ty  (  89 .  L  l  percent  o f  the

popu la t ion  10  years  and above were  mar r ied  by  the  age o f  25-29

y e a r s  ( C S A !  L 9 9 1 ) .  A t  t h e  a g e s  o f  4 0  y e a r s  a n d  a b o v e  o n l y

n e g l i e i b l e  p r : o p o r t i o n  o f  p e r s o n s  r e m a i n e d  a s  n e v e r  m a r r i e d .  T h e

FFS resu l t  con f i rms the  above f ind ing .  That  i s ,  the  FFS survey

data  a lso  ind ica te  un iversa l  mar r iage pa t te rn  par t i cu la r ly  in  ru ra l

a r e a s  o f  E t h i o p i a .  I n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  a b o v e  e i g h t y ,  p e r c e n t  1 . 8 2 . 4 % l  o f

the  women in  the  age group 15-49 years  have en tered  in to ,  mar i ta l

u n i o n .  O n I y  L 7 . 6  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  w o m e n  h a v e  n e v e r  e n t e r e d  i n t o -

m a r i t a l  u n i o n  ( T a b l e  4 . 1 1 .  T h e  p r o p o r t i o n  n e v e r  n a r r i e d  w a s  e v e n

l o w e r  i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  1 L 4 . 2  r r e r c e n t ) .  H o w e v e r .  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  u r b a n

T a b l e  4 . L  P e r c e n t a E e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  N e v e r  M a r r i e d  W o m e n  b v

Cur ren t  Aee and P lace  o f  Res idence.  1990 FFS

Age
Group

Rural Urban Addis
Ababa

Other
Urban

Tota l

1 5 -  1 9

20-24

25-29

3 0 - 3 4

3 5 - 3 9

40-44

4 5 - 4 9

5 9  . 4

t 2 , 2

3 . 2

4 . 2

o . 2

o . 5

0 . 4

9 0 , 2

4 9 . 6

1 5 . 1

3 . 2

o . 8

0 . 4

o . 4

g t i . 3

6 5 .  ?

2 7  . L

5 . 6

1 . 1

1 . O

1 . O

8 6 .  5

3 5 . 7

7 . 5

1 . t t

o .  t i

6 5 . 8

1 7  , 7

4 . 8

0 . 6

o . 3

0 . 5

0 . 4

Total  %
Nunber

L 4 . 2
? 19 ,  o?.8

3 6 . 2
3 2 8 , 1 6 ?

4 3 .  O
L54 r924

3 1 . 8 1 7 . 6
1 r 0 4 7  1 2 4 61 ? ,243
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area the  propor t ion  never  mar r ied  was re la t i ve ly  h igher  compared to

t h a t  i n  t h e  r u r a l  a r e a s .  I n  A d d i s  A b a b a ,  n e a r l y  h a l f  ( . 4 3 . 0

perceri t  )  of  the women in the age groups 15-49 years were never

m a r r i e d . '  T h "  p r o p o r t i o n  n e v e r  m a r r i e d  w e r e  3 6 , 2  a n d  3 1 . 8  p e r c e n t

in  a l l  u rban and o ther  u rban areas  respec t ive lv .

An examinat ion  o f  the  mar i ta l  s ta tus  d is t r ibu t ion  by  cumept

age o f  the  women shows some var ia t ions  (  see  Tab le  4 .1  l .  The

propor t ion  o f  women who never  mar r ied  decreases  subs tan t ia l l y  w i th

i n c r e a s i n g  a g e ,  f r o m  6 5 . 8  p e r c e n t  f o r  w o m e n  i n  t h e  a g e  g r o u p  1 5 - 1 9

to  on ly  less  than one percent  fo r  those in  the  ages  o f  30  years  and

above.  The propor t ion  never  mar r ied  was h igher  fo r  u rban areas  (3 .6

% )  compared to  ru ra l  a reas  1 .L4 .2%.1  and a  s imi la r  pa t te rn  o f  mar i ta l

s ta tus  d is t r ibu t ion  by  age was found fo r  women in  bo th  ru ra l  and

urban areas .  That  i s ,  the  propor t ion  o f  women never  mar r ied

subs tan t ia l l y  decreases  w i th  inc rease in  age.  A t  the  age group 4 ,5-

49  a lmost  a l l  women were  mar r ied ,  tha t  i s ,  99  percent  o f  women i4

ruralr  urban bnd Addis Ababa and one hundred percent of women in

o ther  u rban areas  were  mar r ied .

Data in  Table 4.2 reveal  percentage d is t r ibut ion of  current l : r

married women by age group and place of residence. The table

indicates that almost 72 percent of the women 15-49 years were

current ly  marr ied.  The propor t ion cument ly  marr ied was 76,4

percent in rural areas, 46.O percent in urban areas and was almost

50 percent in other urban areas and about 41 percent in Addis

Ababa. The proport ion currently married wqmen increase with aEe
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u p t o  t h e  a g e  g r o u p  3 0 - 3 4  o r  3 5 - 3 9  a n d  t h e  p r o p o r t i o n  d e c l i n e s  w i t h

i n c r e a s i n g  a g e  g r o u p .

T a b l e  4 . 2  P e r q e n t a e e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  C u r r e n t l v  M a r r i e d  W o m . e n  b v

C u r r e n t  A e e  a n d  P l a c e  o f  R e s i d e n c e .  1 9 9 0  F F S

Age
G r o u p

Rura l Urban A d d i s
Ababa

O t h e r
Urban

To ta  I

1 5 -  1 9

20-24

25-29

39-34

3 5 - 3 9

40-44

45-49

3 5 . 8

7 9 . 7

8 9 . 9

9 r . 2

8 9 . 4

82' .6

7 g  . 5

5 . 3

3 6 . 8

6 8 . 7

7 3 . 9

9 6 . 8

6 8 . 3

5 7 . 7

2 . 1

2 ? . 7

5 7  . 2

7 2 . 9

6 9  . 4

6 7  . 9

5 6 . 0

- - 7 . 2

4 8 . 9 .

1 5  . 9

7 4 . 6

7 0 .  1

6 8 . 6

5 8 . 8

2 9 . s

7 3 . 4

8 6 .  9

8 9 . 0

8 6 . 4

8 0 . 8

7 6 . 8

T o t a l  V o'Number 7 6 . 4
3 . 8 5 9  . O 2 7

4 6 . 0
4 1 5  .  8 1 2

4 0 . 6  4 9 . 5  7 1  . 8
1 4 6 . 3 5 8 ' , z t 6 9 4 . 4 5 4  4 . 2 7 4 . 8 3 8

T h e ' p e r c e n t a g e  c l i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s e p a r a t e d .  d i v o r c e d  a n d  w i d o w e d

w o m e n  b y  a g e  g r o u p  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b l e s  4 . 3 ,  4 . 4  a n d  4 . 5 ,

r e s p e c t i v e l y .  A t  t h e  t i m e . o f  t h e  s u r v e y  1 . 4 ,  5 . 6 ,  a n d  3 . 6  p e r c e n t

o f  women  in  the  dge  g roups  L5 -4g  were  separa ted ,  d i vo rced  and

w idowed !  respec t i ve l y .  I n  u rban  a reas  the  p ropo r t i on  o f  women  who

were  d i vo rced  and  separa ted  were  abou t  tw i ce  as  tha t  o f  t he  ru ra l

a reas  ( see  Tab les  4 .3  and  4 .4 '1 .  Among  u rban  women .  the  p ropo r t i on

d i vo rced  was  re la t i ve l y  l ower  fo r  Add i "  l eb "b "  ( . ' g .2%)  compared  to

those  i n  to the r  u rban  a reas . '  ( . t 2 .4%1 .  The  pe rcen tage  o f  w idowed
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T a b l e  4 . 3  P e f c e n t a e e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  S e p a r a t e d  f i r o m e n  b v  C u r r e n t

A e e  a n d  P l a c e  o f  R e s i d e n c e .  1 9 9 0  F F S

Age
Group

Rura I Urban A d d i s
Ababa

O t h e r
Urban

To ta  I

1 5 - 1 9

20-24

25-29

3 0 - 3 4

3 5 - 3 9

40-44

4 5 - 4 9

1 . 0

2 . t

L . 4

0 . 9

0 . 8

1 . 5

L . 4

o . 7

L . 7

2 . 8

2 . 5

4 . 0

3 . 3

4 . 4

0 . 5

2 . 5

2 . 4

2 . 9

5 . 4

5 . 7

4 . 3

o . 8

1 . 0

3 . 0

2 . 2

3 . 1

1 . 8

4 . 5

1 . 0

2 . O

1 . 6

1 . 1

1 . 3

1 . 7

1 . 8

T o t a l  %  1 . 3
Number  64 ,748

2 . 3
2 0 , 5 9 6

2 . 7
9 . 8 3 4

2 . O
1 0 . 7 6 3

L . 4
8 5 . 3 4 4

w a s  a l s o  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h e r  a m o n g  u r b a n  w o m e n  ( 4 . 4 )  t h a n  r u r a l  w o m e n

( 3 - 4 j Z J  ( s e e  T a b l e  4 . 5 ) .  T h i s  f  i n d i n g  i s  c o n t r a r y  t o  o n e n s

expec ta t i on .  One  may  expec t  h ighe r  p ropo r t i on  o f  w idowed  women  in

ru ra l  a reas  than  u rban  a reas  beeause  o f  h ighe r  l eve l  o f  mor ta l i t y

i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  ( C S A .  1 9 9 1 ) .  H o w e v e r .  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  d u e  t o  h i g h e r

chances  o f  remar r l age  fo r  women  in  ru ra l  a reas .  Th i s  s i t ua t i on

c o u l d  a l s o  b e  a t t r i b u t e d  t o  i n f l u x  o f  w i d o w e d  w o m e n  f r o m  r u r a l  t o

u rban  a reas  i n  sea rch  o f  j ob  oppor tun i t i es
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T a b l e  4 . 4 Percentaee D is t r ibu t ion  o f  D ivorced Women bv  Cur ren t

A g e  a n d  P l a c e  o f  R e s i d e n c e .  1 9 9 0  F F S

Age
Group

RuraI Urban Add is
Ababa

Other
Urban

Total

1 5 - 1 9

20-24

25-29

3 0 - 3 4

3 5 - 3 9

40-44

45-49

3 . 4

5 . 5

4 . 0

3 . 9

4 . 7

7 . 8

5 . 2

3 . 7

1 1 . 3

L 2 , 2

l t t . 5

1 5  . 8

L 5 . 7

1 3  . 8

1 . 1

9 . 0

1 1 . 5

1 3 . 8

1 4 .  6

L 4 . Z

1 0 . 8

5 . 3

r 3 . 2

t 2 . 6

1 8 . Z

l t i . 5

l t t .  t t

1 5 . 8

3 . 4

r i . 3

5 . 2

5 . 5

6 . 4

8 . 8

t i .  3

Tota l  %
Number

4 . 7
235 , !260

l _ l _ . 1
1 0 o ,  t i o 0

'  9 . 2
3 3  r O 2 7

L 2 . 4
6 7  ' 5 ? 3

5 . t t
3 3 5  !  8 6 I _

./

i

T a b l e ' 4 . 5  P e r c e n t a g e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  W i d o w e d  W o m e n  b v  C u r r e n t

Aee and P lace  o f  Res idence.  1990 FFS

TotalRural UrbanAge
Group

Add is

, Ababa
Other
Urban

1 5 -  1 9

20-24

25-29

3 0 - 3 4

3 5 - 3 9

40-44

45-49

0 . 4

0 ; 5

1 . 5

3 . 7

4 . 9

7 , 5

1 3 . 4

o . 2
0 . 6

L . 2

3 . 9

9. t i

1 2 . 3

2 3 . 7

L . 7

4 . 8

9 . 5

1 1 . 3

? 8 .  O

o . 2
I . i1
2 . 9

3 . 3

9 . ?

1 2 . 9

2 0 . 9

o . 4
o . 5
1 . 5

3 . 7

5 . t i
' 8 .  I

L 4 . 7

Tota l  %
Number

3 . 4
1 7 1 , 3 9 1

4 . 4
4 0 , 1 5 9

4 . 6
1 6 , 5 2 3

4 . 3
2 3 , 6 3 6

3 .  t i
2 1 1 , 5 5 O
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4 . 2 .  A e e  A t  F i r s t  M a r r i a e e

A l  l  eve r  mar r i ed  women  were

mar r i age  and  subsequen t  mar r i ages

no t  remember  the  yea r ,  t hey  were

mar r i age  took  p lace  o r  ho*  many

p l a c e .

a s k e d  t h e  m o n t h  a n d  y e a r  o f  f i r s t

i f  t h e r e  w e r e  a n y .  I f  t h e y  c o u l d

asked  how o ld  they  were  when  the

years  ago  d id  the  mar r i age  took -

T h e  p e r c e n t a g e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  e v e r  m a r r i e d  w o m e n  i n  t h e

rep roduc t i ve  age  g roups  L5 -49  yea rs  by  age  a t  f i r s t  mar r i age  and

p l a c e  o f  r e s i d e n c e  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  i n  T a b l e  4 . 6 .  T h e  d a t a  r e v e a l

T a b l e  4 . 6  P e r c e n t a e e  D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  E v e r  M a r r . i e d  W o m e n  A c c o r d i n c

t o  A g e  a t  F i r s t  M a r r i a s e  a n d  P l a c e  o f  R e s i d e n c e .  1 9 9 0  F F S

P l a c e  o f
Res  i dence

A g e  a t  F i r s t  M a r r i a g e

Age  a t  F i r s t
Marr  i  age

Rural Urban Addi  s
Ababa

Othe r
Urban

T o t a l

Under  15
1 5 -  1 7
1 8 - 1 9
20-21
22-24
25-29
30+
Not  S ta ted

3 3 . 6
4 2 . 2
1 1  . 6

6 . 4
3 . 6
1 . 7
o . 2
o . ' l

3 8 . 5
3 5  . 4
r L . 2
6 . 6
4 . 2
2 . 5
0 . 3
1 . 3

3 3 . 5
3 1 . 4
1 2 . 8
8 . 8
6 . 6
3 . 1
0 . 8
2 . 9

4 1 . 2
3 7  . 6
1 0 . 4
5 . 3
2 . 8
2 . 2

o . 5

3 4 . L
4 L . 4
I t . 6
6 . 4
3 . 7
1 . 8
o . 2
0 . 8

T o t a l  %  1 0 0 . 0
N u m b e r  4 . 3 3 0 , 4 2 5

1 0 0 .  o
5 7 7 . t 6 7

1 0 0 . 0
2 0 5 . 7 4 !

1 0 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0
3 7 1 t 4 2 6  4 r 9 0 ? , 5 9 2
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tha t  o r re r  one - th i rd  o f  t he  women  mar r i ed  be fo re  the  age  o f  15  : / ea rs

a n d  4 1 . 1  p e r c e n t  o f  w o m e n . e n t e r e d  i n t o  m b r i t a l  u n i o n  b e t w e e n  a g e s

1 5 - 1 7  y e a r s .  F u r t h e r m o r e .  t h e  d a t a  s h o w e d  t h a t  t h r e e - q u a r t e r  o f

the  eve r  mar r i ed  womer i  en te red  i n to  f i r s t  un ion  be fo re  reach ing  age

1 8  y e a r s .  A b o u t  t 2  p e r c e n t  ( . 1 1 . 6 % )  - e n t e r e d  i n t o  m a r r i a g e  b e t w e e n

a g e s  1 8 - 1 9  y e a r s  w h i l e  L z . L  p e r c e n t  m a r r i e d  a t  e g e  2 0  o r  o l d e r .

T h e  p a t t e r n  o f  a g e  a t  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  i s  o b s e r v e d  t o  b e  t h e  s a m e  i n

b o t h  r u t a l  a n d  u r b a n  a r e a s .  T h a t  i s .  m o s t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e s

took  p lace  be fo re  the  women .  a t ta ined  18  yea rs  o f  age .  Over  one -

th i rd  o f  eve r  mar r i ed  women  in  bo th  ru ra l  and  u rban  a reas  were

mar r i ed  be fo re  the  age  o f  15  yea rs .  The  p ropo r t i on  o f  women  who

e n t e r e d  i n t o  m a r i t a I  u n i o n  b e f o r e  t h e  a g e  o f  1 8  y e a r s  w a s

r e l a t i v e l y  l o w e r  i n  A d d i s  A b a b a  ( 6 4 . g % ) ,  w t r i l e  t h i s  w a s ' h i g h e r  i n

o t h e r  u r b a n  a r e a s  ( 7 8 . 8 % 1  .

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d a t a  i n  T a b l e  4 . 7  t h e  m e a n  a g e  a t  f i r s t

m a r r i a g e  w a s  1 5 . 6  y e a r s  f o r  t h e  c o u n t r y  a s  w e l l  & s  f o r  r u r a l  a n d

u r b a n  a r e a s .  I t  w a s  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  f o r  A d d i s  A b a b a  ( t 6 . 2  y e a r s ) .

An  examina t i on  o f  t he  mean  age  a t  f i r s t  mar r i age  by  ca lendar  yea r

i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  a g e  a t  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  w a s  i n c r e a s i n g  o v e r t i m e .

Those  women  who  mar r i ed  i n  I 976  and  a f te r  en te red  i n to '  mar i t a l

u n i o n  a t  e  r e l a t i v e l y  h i g h e r  a g e  t h a n  t h o s e  m a r r i e d  e a r l i e r .  T h i s

inc rease  i s  ev iden t  i n  bo th  ru ra l  and  u rban  a reas  a l t hough  more

p ronounced  in  . t he  l a t t e r  t han  i n  the  fo rmer .  The  ave rage  i nc rease

in age at  marr iage observed for  those women who marr ied before the

year  Lg66,  and for  those who marr ied in  Lg76 and af ter  was about

two iears in  urban areas and f ive years in  rura l  areas.  .



95

T a b l e  4 . 7  M e a n  A g e  a t  F i r s t

a n d ' P l a c e  o f

M a r r i a g e  b y

R e s  i d e n c e .

Marr  i  ageYear

1  9 9 0

o f

FFS

P I a c e  o f  R e s i d e n c e

Y e a r  o f
Mar r  i  age

Rura I U rban A d d i s
Ababa

O t h e r
Urban

T o t a l

B e f o r e  1 9 6 6
1966-1970
t97  t -L97  5
t 9 7 6  +

1 5 .  1
1 5 . 5
L 5  . 7
t 6 . 9

1 4 . 2
1 5  . 8
1 6 . 3
1 9 .  1

L 4  . 4
1 6 . 8
L 7  . 5
2 0  . 6

1 4 . 2
1 5 . 3
1 5 , 7
1 8 . 3

1 4 . 9
1 5 . 5
1 5 . 8
L 7 . t

T o t a I 1 . 5  . 6 1 5  . 6 L 6  . 2 1 s . 3 1 5 . 6

The  med ian  age  a t  f i r s t  mar r i age  o f  eve r  mar r i ed  women  aged

2 0 - 4 9  y e a r s  i s  e x a m i n e d  b y  i n t e r - r e l a t i n g  i t  w i t h  s o m e  b a c k g r o u n d

v a r i a b l e s  ( s e e  T a b l e  4 . 8 ) .  A m o n g  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  v a r i a b l e s  e x a m i n e d

t h e  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  s e e m s  t o  b e  h i g h l y  c o r r e l a t e d  w i t h  a g e  a t

f i r s t  m a r r i a g e .  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t h e  h i . g h e r  t h e

med ian  age  a t  f i r s t  mar r i age .  Those  women  who  a t ta ined  un i ve rs i t y

o r  h ighe r  l eve l  o f  educa t i on  mar ry  a t  much  h ighe r  age  ( . "19  yea rs )

than  those  women  who  have  had  no  educa t i on  (15  yea rs ) .  Fu r the r

examina t i on  o f  t he  da ta  a l so  revea ls  tha t  among  the  ma jo r  e thn i c

groups covered in  the ,o t . ruy the Amara and the Sidama women had

lowes t  med ian  age  a t  f i r s t  mar r i age  (14  yea rs )  wh i l e  t he  Hpd iva  and

the  Kemba ta  women  had  the  h ighes t  (1?  yea rs ) .  The  da ta  d l so

s h o w e d  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  l i t t l e  v a r i a t i o n  i n  m e d i a n  a g e  a t  f i r s t

mar r i age  by  ru ra l -u rban  res idence :  r€ l i g ious  g roups ,  ch ! l dhood

p l a c e  o f  r e s i d e n c e .  m i g r a t i o n  s t a t u s  a n d  p a t t e r n  o f  w o r k .
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T a b l e  4 . 8  M e d i a n  A g e  a t  F i r s t  M a r r i a c e  o f  E v e r  M a r r i e d  l V o m e n  A e e d

20-49  vea rs  bv  some Backe round  Var . i ab les .  1990  FFS

Background
V a r i a b l e s

M e d i a n
Age

Background
V a r i a b l e s

Med i  an
A g e

Urban-Rura l
Urban
Rura l

Educa t  i ona l
a t t a i n m e n t
I l l i t e r a . t e
Non- fo rma l
P r  imary
Jun io r  Secondary
S e n i o r  S e c o n d a r y
Un  i ve rs  i  t y l n i  ghe r

R e l  i e i o n
C h r i s t i a n s

Or thodox
P r o t  e s  t  a n t
C a t h o l i c

O t h e r  C h r i s t  i a n
Mus  I  im
T r a d i t  i o n a l  R e  I  i g i o n
O t h e r  R e l  i g i o n

C h i  l d h o o d  P l a c e
o f  R e s i d e n c e
Non-mi  grant  s

Rura l  A reas
Smal  I  Urban
Large Urban

M i e r a t  i o n  S t a t u s
Non-M ig ran t  s
W i t h i n  S a m e  A w r a J a
W i t h i n  S a m e  R e g i o n
O u t s i d e  r e g i o n

P a t t e r n  o f  w o r k ,
A f t e r  m a r r i a g e
Be fo re  mar r i age
Be fo re  and  A f te r
Never worked

t 6
1 5

E t h n i c  G r o u p
Oromo
Amara
Gurage
S idama
Itad iya
W e l a y i t a
Kembata
Gedeo

1 5
1 5
L 6
t 7
1 8
t 9

1 6
t 4
1 6
1 4
t 7
1 5
t 7
1 5

t 5
1 5
l 6
I 5
1 6
1 5
1 5

1 5
1 5
l 6
L 6

1 5
1 5
1 5
1 5

1 5
l 5
1 6
1 5

4 . 3  l d e a l  A e e  A t  F i r s t  M a r r i a s e

In  the  FFS.  a l l  women  were  asked

f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  f o r  b o y s  a n d  g i r l s ? t .

t h e  a g e  a t  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  c o n s i d e r e d  t o

'wha t  i s  t he  i dea l  age  a t

Fo r  t he  coun t r y  as  a  who le

b e  i d e a l  w a s  1 6 . 1  y e a r s  f o r
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g i r l s  and  21 .2  yea rs  fo r  boys .  The  i dea l  age  a t  f i r s t  mar r i age

sugges ted  by  u rban  women  was  h ighe r  t han  tha t  sugges ted  by  the i r

ru ra l  coun te rpe r t s  and  th i s  ho lds  fo r  bo th  the - -boys  and  the  g i r l s

( T a b l e  4 . 9 ) .  F o r  u r b a r t  w o m e n  t h e  i d e a l  a g e  a t  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  w a s

2 4 . O  y e a r s  f o r  b o y s  a n d  1 8 . 7  y e a r s  f o r  g i r l s .  T h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  a g e

t o  a  r u r a l  w o m e n  w a s  2 0 . 7  y e a r s  f o r  b o y s  a n d  1 5 . 7  y e a r s  f o r  g i r l s .

The  i dea l  age  a t  f i r s t  mar r i age  i s  examined  by  some backg round

v a r i a b l e s  o f  t h e  r e . s p o n d e n t s ;  T h e r e  s h o w s  a  p o s i t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p

be tween  sugges ted  i dea l  mean  age  a t  f i r s t  mar r i age  and  the  l e . ve l  o f

e d u c a t i o n .  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s .  t h e  h i g h e r  t h e  l e v e t  o f  e d u c a t i o n  t h e

h ighe r  the  sugges ted  mean  age  a t  f i r s t  mar r i age .  The  mean  age  a t

f i r s t  mar r i age  cons ide red  to  be  i dea l  f o r  boys  i nc reases  f rom 20 .7

yea rs  among  women  w i th  no  educa t i on  to  22 .4 ,  23 .g .  26 .2  and  30 .5

years among-women wi th  pr imary,  jun ior  secondary,  senior  secondary

a n d  u n i v e r s i t y / h i g h e r  I e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n !  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  S i r n i l a r l y

the  age  a t  f i r s t  mar r i age  cons ide red  i dea l  f o r  g i r l s  i ne reases  f ron t

1 5 : ?  y e a r s  a m o n g  i l l i t e r a t e  w o m e n  1 7 . O !  1 8 . 6 !  2 A - 5  a n d  2 2 . 8

yea rs  among  women  w i th  p r imary ,  j un io r  secondary ,  sen io r  secondary

a n d  u n i v e r s i t y / h i e h e r  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h i s

f i nd ing  i nd i ca tes  tha t  g i ven  h ighe r  educa t i on  to  women  w i l l  f os te r

suppor t  f o r  l a te  age  a t  mar r i age .

The  examina t i on  o f  i dea l  age  a t  f i r s t  mar r i age  by  e igh t  ma jo r

e thn i c  g roups  cove red  i n  the  su rvey  shows  l i t t l e  va r i a t i on ,  The

h ighes t  age  a t  f i r s t  mar r i age  fo r  bo th  the  boys  (23 .0  yea rs )  and

the g i r ls  117.6 years)  was repor ted by Kembata women whi le  th is  was



98

T a b l e  4 . 9 M e a n  I d e a l  A e e  a t  F i r s t  M a r r i a . o e  f o r  G i r l s  a n d  B o v s  b v

B a c k e r o u n d  V a r i a b l e s  a n d  P l a c e  o f  R e s i d e n c e .  1 9 9 0  F F S

Mean Ideal Age at First Marriage

Background
Variables

RuraI Urban Addis
Ababa

Other
Urban

T o t a I

Gir ls Boys Gir ls '  Bo:rs Gir ls Boys Gir ls Bo-rrs Gir ls Boys

Current Aee
<20

2O-24
25-29
30-34
35-39
40-44
45-49

Educational
Attainment
I l l i te ra te  15 .6
Literacy Prog. l t i .0
Other Non-Formal -
Pr inary 16.5
Junior Secondary L7,7
Senior. Secondary 18.9
Universi-tV /Highcr 22. 4

1 6 .  I
1 5 . 6
1 5 . 6
1 5 . 6
1 5 . 7
1 5  . 8
1 6 . 0

Ethnic Group
Orono
Anara
Gurage
Sidana
Hadiya
l{elaiyita
Kesbata
Gedeo

Ltt .  3
1 4 . 0
1 6 .  ?
1 4 . 9
1 6 . 9
1 5 . 4
1 7 . 5
1 5 . 8

Religion

Ortodox Christian 15.3
Protestant 16.5
Catholic 16.4
Other Christ ian 16.3
Itluslin Ltt.0
-Traditional
re l ig ion f5 .9
Atheist 16.1
Other rel igion 15.4

z o . 6  1 8 . 7  2 4 . O
2 0 . 4 . 1 8 . 8  2 4 . 9
20 .7  18 .  0  24 .6
20.  I  1? .  r i  23.7
20 .7  17 .3  23 .3
2 r . a  1 ? . 3  2 3 , 7
2 4 . 9  1 6 . 8  2 3 . 3

2 0 . 6  1 6 . 3
2 ] - 7  1 ? . 0

-  1 6 . 4
2 1 .  3  1 7 .  5
2 2 . L  t 9 . 2
23 .3  20 .8
3 2 . 6  2 2 , 9

2 r . o  I 7 . 7
1 9 . 1  1 8 . 4
2 2 . 3  1 8 . 3
2 0 . 0  1 6 . 5
22 .5  1? .0
20 .4  16 .?
22.9 18. t i
2 0 . 1  1 8 . 0

2 4 , r  1 5 . 6  2 r , 3
2 5 . 7  1 5 . 9  2 t . 7
25.5 1r i .0  20.4
25 .5  16 .5  22 ,4
2 7 . I  1 8 . 0  2 3 . 8
28 .3  19 .3  24 ,9
30. ,6  19.4 25.0

25 .8  l t i . 4  2L .9
26 .8  16 .  I  22 .7
25,5 17.2 . ,23.4

-  16.5 22. tJ
-  L7 .0  .20.  0

25.5 t6 ,4 22.5
2 5 . 3  1 8 . 3  2 3 . 4

-  1 8 . 0  2 5 . 0

26.4 16.8 22.7
27.7 t ' . t .4 22.4
2 6 . 6  1 ? . q  2 3 . 8
3 1 . 1  1 ? . 5  2 3 . 6
2 5 . 4  1 6 . 1  2 1 . 3

-  1 5 . 0  1 8 . 0
25,  t i
30.2 16.0 23, ' ,J

20.9  26 ,4
2 1 . 0  2 7 . 4
2 0 . 1  2 7  . L
1 9 . 4  2 6 . 5
1 9 .  4  2 5 . 3
1 8 . 5 .  2 5 . 4
1 8 . 5  2 5 , 4

t 7 , 4  2 2 . 6
1 6 . 9  2 2 . 7
16.  ?  23.0
1 6 . 4  2 1 . 9
15 .  9  2 t ,9
1 6 . 5  2 2 . 5
1 5 .  r i  2 t . 9

1 6 .  7  2 1 . 3
16 .0  2L . I
15 .  9  2L ,2
1 . 5 . 8 .  2 1 . . 3
1 5 . 9  2 1 . 1
1 6 . 0  2 1 . 3
1 6 . 1  2 L . 2

1 5 . 7  2 0 . 7
L 6 . 2  2 2 . L
16 .4  22 .8
1 7 . 0  2 2 . 4
1 8 . 6  2 3 . 9
20 .5  26 .2
22.8 30.5

16 .4  21 ,2
1  5 . 4  2 0 . 8
1 ? . 0  2 2 . 7
1 4 . 9  2 0 . 0
16 .9  22 t5
15.  5  20.  t i
1 7 . 6  z t t . 0
1 5 . g  2 0 .  L

1 6 . 0  2 L . 2
1 6 . ?  2 1 . 8
16 .7  22 .5
1 6 . 6  2 L . 4
1 6 . 1  ? L . L

15 .9  ?L . I
1 6 . 2  . 4 1 . 3
1 5 . 5  2 0 . 0

20 .3  18 .2
2 1 . 6  1 9 . 4
22.2 18.8

r  2 1 . 0  l - 9 . 2
2 1 . 0  1 6 . ?

zL . t  15 .0
2t"2 19.g
1 9 . 9  2 0 . 3

2 2 . t  1 7 . 9
2 3 . 1  1 8 . 9
2 2 . 8  1 6 .  I
23 :  t i  19 .  1
2 5 . r  2 1 . 0
26 .9  22 ,A
3 0 . 1  2 3 . 3

23,3 20.4
24 ,4  20 .3
24.3 L9.7
2 2 . 4
2 0 . 0
2 2 . 7  2 0 , 3
24 .L .  18 .9
2 5 . 0

24 .3  20 .0
2 5 . 2  2 I . l
24.8 20.9
25.4 24.3
2 2 . L  1 9 . 3

1 8 . 0
2 5 . 6  1 9 . 8
26 .5  25 .2



Tab le  4 .9  (Contd .  )

Mean ldeal Age At First lrlamiage

Background
Variables

Rural Urban Addis
Ababa

Other
Urban

Total

Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys Girls Boys

Childhood Place of
Residence

Non-migrants 15rB 20.6
Rural Areas 15.6 20.8
Small  Urban 16.? 22.4
Large Urban 18.0 24.O

Work Status

Never Worked Lti. I 21 ,I
l{orking in
the  Pas t  15 .3  20 .5
Current ly working 15.6 20.6

Marital Status

Never Maryied 17. 1 
' 
21.7

Cunently Uarr ied 15.5 20.6
L iv ing  w i th  a  Man 15.5  19 .3
l{idowed L5.2 19.8
Divorced 15.3 2O.4
Separated 15.9 2O.7

19 .1  25 . t  2L .4
1 8 . 3

17 .6  23 .5  19 .1 -
1 9 . 0  2 5 . 4  2 0 . 8

1 8 . 4  2 4 . L  2 0 . 1

1 7 . . 9  2 4 . 3  1 9 . 5
L7 . ' . t  23 .  I  20 .  3

1 9 . 6  2 5 , 2  2 L . 4
1 7 . 3  2 3 . 5  1 9 . 3
L7  .9  22 .9  19 .2
17 .  1  23.2 17.  I
16 .9  22 .7  18 .8
L7 .2  23 .7  18 .9

2 7 . 7
24.6
2 5 . 9
2 7 , 3

26.2

26.1
2 6 . 8

27 .3
2 6 . 0
25.4
24,3
25.4
2 6 . 0

I_7.3 22.9
1.5 . ? 2L.4
17 .0  22 .6
1 7 . 8  2 4 . 2

1 7 . 1  2 2 . 6

16 .3  22 .6
16 .4  22 ,3

L6.2 2L, l
1 5 . 8  2 1 . 0
L 7  . 2  2 3 . 1
1 8 . 8  2 5 . 1

16. tt  2I.7

1 5 : 8  2 1 . 3
1 5 . 8  2 0 . 9

1 8 . 0  2 3 . 3
Lt i .2  22.2
1 6 . 8  2 0 . 9
16.5 22.4
15 .8  2L .3
1 5 . 6  2 1 . 6

17 .9  22 .9
1 5 . ?  2 0 . 9
1 6 . 6  Z 0 . g
1 5 . 6  2 0 . 5
L5.7 zL.L
16.2 2L.4

Total 15 .  ?  20 .7 18 .1  24 .O  20 .  t  26 .4 16.  ?  22.4 16.1 2L.2

repor ted  to  be  lowest  by  S idama women,  tha t  i s ,  14 .9  years  fo r  the

g i r l s  and 2O.0  years  fo r  the  boys .  
'

As the data ind icate a lnost  a I I  women f rom di f ferent  re l ig ious

grouPs repor ted s imi lar  ideal  age at  f i rs t  marr iage,  about  16 years

for  g i r ls  and 21 years for  boys.

Childhood place of residence has been considered as one of the

character ist ics which could br ing var iat ion in ideal age at f i rst
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m a r r i a g e .  . d c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d a t a  t h o s e  w o m e n  w h o s e  c h i l d h o o d  p l a c e

o f  res idence  was  i n  ru ra l  a reas  suppor t  ea r l y  mar r i age  whereas

those  women  b rough t  up  i n  u rban  a reasn  pa r - f i cu la r l y  i n  l a rge  u {an  .
\

a r e & s .  f  a v o r  r e l a t  i v e l y  l a t e  m a r r i a g e .  
\ _ _

I d e a l  a g e  a t  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  w a s  a l s o  i n v e s t i g a t e d  b a s e d  o n

cu r ren t  a8€ :  mar i t a l  s ta tus  and  work  s ta tus  g f  women .  However .  on

t h e  b a s  i s  o f  t h e s e  v a r i a b l e s :  t h e  d a t a  s h o w e d  n o  s u b s t a n t  i a . l

v a r i a t i o n s  i n  t h e  i d e a l  a g e  a t  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e .

4 . 4  P o l v s n v

W o m e n  w h o  w e r e  e i t h e r  c u r r e n t l y  m a r r i e d  o r  l i v i n g  w i t h  a  m a n

were  asked  whe the r  t he i r  husbands /pa r tne rs  had  o the r  w ives '  The

a n a l y s i s  o f  t h e  d a t a  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  1 4 . 3  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e s e  w o m e n  a r e

i n  p o l y g y n o u s  u n i o n s  ( s e e  T a b t e  4 . 1 0 ) .  A  f u r t h e r  e x a m i n a t i o l , o f

t he  da ta  a l so  revea led  tha t  t he  pe rcen tage  o f  women  who  a re  i n

p o t y g y n o u s  u n i o n s  i n c r e a s e s  w i t h  a g e .  t h a t  i s ,  f r o m  4 . 6  p e r c e n t  f o r

those  women  in  the  age  g roup  15 -19  to  2A .7  pe rcen t  f o r  t hose  i n  the

a g e  g r o u p  4 0 - 4 4  a n d  a  s l i g h t  d e c l i n e  t o  t h o s e  i n  t h e  a g e  g r o u P  4 5 -

4 9  ( L 7 . 5 % 1 .  T h e  a b o v e  f i n d i n g  m a y  i n d i p a t e  t h a t  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f

p o l y g y n o u s  m a r r i a g e  i s  d e c l i n i n g .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d r  t h e . d a t a  m d y

a l s o  s i m p l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  w o m e n  a t  o l d e r  a g e s  a r e  m o r e  l i k e l y

to  be  i n  po l ygynous  un ion ,  t ha t  i s ,  when  the  women  ge t  o lde r  t he i r

husbands  a re  more  l i ke l y  t o  mar ry  a  second  w i fe .  As  m igh t  be

expec ted  the  p reva lence  o f  po l ygynous  un ion  i s  subs tan t i a l l y  h ighe r

i n  r u r a l  a r e a s  ( L 5 . 2 % )  t h a n  i n  u r b a n  a r e a s  ( 6 . 8 % ) .  E x c e p t  i n  t h e
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T a b l e  4 . 1 0  P e r c e n t a e e  o f  c u r r e n t l v  M a r r i e d  w o m e n  w h o  a r e  i n

Po lvevnous  Un ion  bv  Cur ren t  Aee  and  P lace  o f  Res idence

1 9 9 0  F F S

Cur ren t
Age

Rura l Urban
Ababa

A d d i s
Urban

O t  h e r T o t a l

U n d e r  2 O

20-24

25-29

3 0 - 3 4

3 5 - 3 9

4 0 - 4 4

4 5 - 4 9

4 . 6

9 . 9

r 4 . 2

t 7  . 8

1 8 . 8

2 2 . O

1 8 . 4

3 . 2

5 . 2

3 . 6

7 . 1

8 . 1

1 0 . 5

1 1  . 8

3 . 2

0 . 9

6 . 6

3 . 8

5 . 0

4 . 8

3 . 7

6 . 0

4 . 9

7 . 2

L O . 7

1 4 . 0

1 6 . 2

4 . 6

9 . 5

1 3 . 0

t 6 . 7

t 7  . 5

2 0 . 7

L 7  . 8

T o t a l t 5 . 2 6 . 8 4 . 0 8 . 4 L 4  . 3

C u r r e n t  l y
M a r r i e d
$/omen 3 . 8 5 9  i  0 2 7 4 1 5 . 8 1 1 1 4 3 . 8 2 4 2 6 9 . 4 5 4  4 . 2 7 4 . 9 3 9

age  g roups  20 -24  i n  u rban  a reas  and  4s -49  i n  ru ra l  a reas ,  t he

percen tage  o f  women  in  po l ygynous  un ion  i s  obse rved  to  i nc rease

w i th  age  i n  bo th  ru ra l  and  u rban  a reas .  I n  Add is  Ababa .  t he

percen tage  o f  women  in  po l ygynous  un ion  i s  re la t i ve l y  ve ry  l ow ,

t h a t  i s .  4 . 0  p e r c e n t .

The  d i s t r i bu t i on  o f  women  in  po l ygynous  un ion  was  a l so

e x a m i n e d  b y  b a c k g r o u n d  v a r i a b l e s  ( s e e  T a b l e  4 . 1 1 ) .  A c c o r d i n g  t o

the  da ta :  po l ygynous  un ion  was  mos t  common among  the  i l l i t e ra te
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w o m e n  a n d ' l e a s t , c o m m o n  a m o n g  w o m e n  w h o  a t t a i n e d  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f

e d u c a t  i o n .  A b o u t  1 5  p e r c e n t  o f ,  t h e  i , 1  I  i t e r a t e  w o m e n  p r a c t  i c e

p o l y g y n y  w h i l e  o n l y  0 . 6  p e r c e n t  o f  w o m e n  w h o  a t t a i n e d  s e n i o r

s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  e n t e r e d  i n  s u c h  u n i o n .  N o n e

o f  t h e  w o m e n  w i t h  u n i v e r s i t y  o r  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  i n

p o l y g y n o u s  u n i o n .  O n e  m a y  c o n c l u d e  f r o m ' t h i s  f i n d i n g  t h a t  w o m e n

w i t h  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  e d u c a t i o n  a r e  l e s s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  i n  p o l y g y n o u s

u n i o n .  I t  i s  e v i d e n t  f  r o m  t h e  d a t a  i n  T a b l e  4 . I . L  t h a t  p o l y g y n y  i s

m o s t  c o m m o n  a m o n g  w o m e n  w h o s e  h u s b a n d s  a r e  s a l e s  w o r k e r  ( 1 6 . 3  % l

and  l eas t  common among  those  women  whose  husbands  a re  engaged  in

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d  m a n a g e r i a l  w o r k  ( 2 . 3 % \ .  T h e  d a t a  i n  t h e  t a b l e

a l s o  p r e s e n t  t h e  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  p o l y g y n y  b y  e t h n i c  a n d  r e l i g i o u s

g r o u p s .  A m o n g  t h e  w o m e n  c o v e r e d  i n  t h e  s u r v e y :  o f i l y  e i g h t  m a j o r

e t h n i c  g r o u p s  a r e  p r e s e n t e d  h e r e .  P o l y g y n y  s e e m s  t o  b e  m o r e  c o m m o n

a m o n g  t h e  S i d a m a  ( . 2 7  . 5 % )  f o l  l o w e d  b y  t h e  K e m b a t a  ( 2 5 . 5 % ) .  G € d e o

( 2 4 , 5 % )  a n d  t h e  W e l a i v t a  ( 2 3 . 8 % )  w o m e n .  I t  i s  f o u n d  t o  b e  l e a s t

common among the Amara women (  1  .  8  %' !  .  From the data one can

_ f u r t h e r  o b s e r v e  t h a t  1 5 . 8 .  1 6 . 5  a n d  1 8 . 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  O r o m o r

g - : r c -  a .nd  Hpd iva  women  a re  i n  po  l ygynous  un ion .  respec t  i ve  l y  '  An

e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  p o l y g y n o u s  u n i o n  b y  d i f f e r e n t  r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s

revea ls  tha t  po l ygyny  \ r yas  h ighgs t  among  $ 'omen  who  fo l  l ow

t r a d i t i o n a l  r e l i g i o n  ( 3 2 . O % )  a n d  l o w e s t  a m o n g  O r t h o d o x  w o m e n

( 8 . 9 % 1 .  A m o n g  M u s l i m  w o m e n  t h e  p r e v a l e n c e  o f  p o l y g y n o u s  u n i o n  w a s

1 9 . 0  p e r c e n t .  T h e  d a t a  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a b o u t  L 6  p e r c e n t  o f  C a t h o l i c

and  P ro tes tan t  r i l omen  were  i n  po l ygynous  mar r i age .  Th i s  m igh t  be

due  to  the  l im i ted  number  o f  cases  i nvo l ved  among  these  two

r e l i g i o u s  g r o u p s .  I f  t h e  w o m e n  i n  W e l l o r  G o n d a r  a n d  T i g r a y  r e g i o n s
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had  been

po I  ygynous

C h r i s t i a n s

r e s u l t s  o f

cove red  i n  the  su rve l r ,  t he  pe rcen tage  o f  women  in

un ion  among  the  Amara  and  fo l  t owers  o f  t he  o r thodox

wou ld  have  been  lower  than  wha t  was  i nd i ca ted  i n  t he

t h i s  s u r v e y .

T a b l e  4 . L t  P e r c e n t a e e  o f  c u r r e n t  l v  M a r r i e d  w o m e n  r v h o  a r e  i n

P o l v g v n o u s  U n i b n  b v  B a c k E r o u n d  V a r i a b l e s .  1 9 9 0  F F S

Background
V a r i a b l e s P e r c e n t

Backg round
V a r i a b l e s P e r c e n t

El-rc-of
R e s  i d e n c e
T o t a l
Rura I
Urban
Add is  Ababa
Othe r  U rban

Educa t  i ona l'A t ta inmen t  
o f  women

I l l i t e r a t e t 5  . 2
L i t e r a c y  p r o g r a m  6 . 1

O c c u p a t  i o n  o f
Husband
N e v e r  w o r k e d  5 . 9
P r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d

T e c h n i c a l  9 . 0
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a n d

M a n a g e r i a l
C l e r i c a l  &  R e l a t e d  6 . 7
S a l e s  w o r k e r  1 6 . 2

2 . 5

1 5 . 6

6 . 5

1 5 . 8
1 . 8

1 6 . 5
2 7  . 4
1 8 . 5
2 3 . 8

2 5 . 8
2 4  . 5

8 . 9
L 6  . 6
1 6 . 0

1 8 . 7
1 9 . 0

3 2 . 0
2 4 . 8

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e
A g r i c u l t u r a l  a n d

R e l a t e d
Produc t  i on  and

Transpor t

E t h n i c  G r o u p
Oromo
Amara
Gurage
S idama
Had iy
W e l a i y t a

Kembata
Gedeo

R e l i e i o n
Or thodox
P r o t e s t a n t
C a t h o l  i c
O t h e r -

Chr  i  s t  i ans
Mus I  im
T r a d i t i o n a l

r e  I  i  g i o n
O t h e r  R e l  i g i o n

1 4  . 3
1 5 . 2
6 . 8
4 . O
8 . 4

4 . 7

2 . 4

0 . 6

L 6 . 2
9 . 9

9 . 8
1 5 . 1 '
6 . 7

4 r 3

Pr  imary
Jun i  or

Secondary
S e n  i  o r

Secondary
U n i v e r s  i t y /

H i g h e r

E d u c a t  i o n a l  A t t a i n m e n t
o f  Husband
I  I  t  i t e r a t e
L i te racy  P rog ram
Other  Non-

formal
P r  imary
J u n i o r
S e n i o r

Secondary
Un ive rs  i t y /- l I i  gher
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4 . 5  M a r r i a e e  S t a b i l i t v

T h i s  s e c t i o n  e x a m i n e s  t h e  s t a b i l i t y  o f  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  b y  p l a c e

o f  r e s i d e n c e  a n d  s o m e  b a c k g r o u n d  v a r i a b l e s .  I n  a  s o c i e t y  m a r r i a g e

d i s s o l u t i o n  o c c u r s  d u e  t o  d i v o r c e  o r  d e a t h  o f  a  s p o u s e .  A c c o r d i n g

t o  t h e  d a t a  g i v e n  i n  T a b l e  4 . L 2  a b o u t  t w o - t h i r d  ( 6 1 . 3 % )  o f  t h e

f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  o f  w o m e n  a g e d  1 5 - 4 9  y e a r s  w a s  i n t a c t .  t h a t  i s .  s t i l l

t h e y  a r e  w i t h  t h e i r  f i r s t  h u s b a n d .  W h i t e  a b o u t  o n e - t h i r d  o f  t h e

f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  d i s s o l v e d  d u e  t o  d i v o r c e  a n d  s e p a r a t i o n  a n d  7 . 5

' p e r c e n t  d u e  t o  d e a t h  o f  a . s p o u s e .  A n  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  d a t a  b y

a g e  a t  f i r s t  m a r r i a g e  o f  t h e  w o n e n  r e v e a l s  t h a t  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f

f i r s t  mar r i ages  due  to  d i vo rce  and  separa t i on  were  h ighe r  f o r  t hose

who  go t  mar r i ed  a t  younger  ages ,  t ha t  i s ,  under  age  o f  15  yea rs  an {

15 -17  yea rs .  Among  women  who  go t  mar r i ed  be fo re  the  age  o f  15

years  and  be tween  15 -1?  yea rs .  abou t  47  and  25  pe rcen t  o f  t he i r

T a b l e  4 . L 2 P e r c e n t a s e ' D i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  B v e r  M a r r i e d  W o m e n  b y

S t a t u s  o f  F i r s t  M a r r i a e e .  1 9 9 0  F F S

Age at
f  i r s t
Marr i  age

S t a t u s  o f  F i r s t  M a r r i a g e

I n t a c t Spouse  Separa ted /
d i e d D ivo rced

Not
S t a t e d

T o t a l

< 1 5
t5-17
1 8 -  1 9
2 0 - 2 L
22-24
25-29
30+

4 5 . 8
6 6 . 2
7 4 . L
7  6 . 7
7 8 . 3
7 3 . 8
6 4 . 9

7 . O
8 . 4
7 . L
5 . 2
7 . O
7 . 9

1 0 . 0

4 7  . 3
2 5  . 3
t 8 . 7
1 8 .  I
1 4 . 6
1 7  . 5
2 5 . O

0 . 0
0 . 1
0 . 1

o:t

1 0 0 . 0
1 0 0 .  o
1 0 0 . 0
1 0 0 . 0
1 0 0 .  o
1 0 0 . 0
1 0 0 . 0

T o t a l
Number

%  6 r . 3
3 . 0 0 8 . 3 9 0

7 . 5 3 1 . 1 0 . 0  1 0 0 . 0
2 . 3 5 9  4 ) 9 O 7  ] 5 9 23 6 9  ) 4 4 9  L r 3 6 7  r 9 6 8


